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1. [bookmark: _Toc107777505]Introduction

It has been known that a certain number of digital tools are used when Higher Education
 students are learning and completing assignments. A study by Bond et al (2018) in Germany
 suggested that the institution’s Learning Management System is perceived to be the most
 useful tool. For students at UWTSD this would highly be Moodle.
The study goes on to show that Search Engines are used almost everyday or even several
 times a day by 94% of the students, making it the most used digital tool. This makes sense
 as Higher Education requires a lot of research, so we predict that it will score highly in our
 study too.
We predict that MS Word will be the most used digital tool according to the survey, due to the
 fact that this digital tool is required to complete assignments. MS word is used for both easy
 and complex documents. It helps you organise and write documents more efficiently.
 (University Avenue Little Rock, 2023) For this reason it is used very often by Higher Education
 students.
MS word allows you to produce most of the documents traditionally and  reduces the time and
 cost to produce the document. These advantages are very useful for students whilst preparing
 assignments and creating documents related to their educational needs. Simon (2023)







1. [bookmark: _Toc107777506]Research design

We as a group working together  decided to use the question above to see which digital tool was mostly used whilst a student at UWTSD.
The method We used was we came up with a number of questions including consenting to the survey an there after making sure of the ethical Considerations we kept everyone’s details as anonymous so names or any details were not visible in any of our collated information.
We used Microsoft forms to survey students and find out which digital tool is most used as this is a more efficient way to conduct a research.
We randomly selected 5-10 students in our class and emailed them our survey.
They were asked to complete the survey within one week so that we were then able to then collate and analyse the data.

We adhered to the Ethical guidelines and considered all the points  by making sure our students were giving voluntary consent in filling the survey ,confidentiality at all times. Students were given an email address in case they wanted to withdraw there data at anytime. Privacy and integrity at all times.








1.1. [bookmark: _Toc107777507]Research Question

Which digital tool is most used by students at UWTSD?




1.2. Method

We used Microsoft forms to an emailed the survey  to students and find out which digital tool is most used at UWTSD as this is a more efficient way to conduct a research. We  randomly selected  5-10 students in our class and emailed them our survey.
They were asked to complete the survey within one week so we could then collate and analyse the data into our report.
 








1.3. [bookmark: _Toc107777509]Ethical Considerations

 To ensure our study is ethical, we took several factors into consideration.
According to Saunders et al (2019) as researchers we must be mindful of several key principles including integrity, privacy, respect,  voluntary nature of participation, right to withdraw, informed consent and voidance of harm
There are several ways we adhered to these ethical guidelines. We have highlighted them below:
· Voluntary tick box at beginning of survey to show consent

· Confidentiality – we will not share their details with anyone

· Participants will be given a contact email; in case they wish to withdraw their data

· We will send additional information about our study so that participants are fully

·  aware of what the study entails

· We will not pressurise students if they forget  to complete their form by the end of the
·  week. That way we are avoiding placing any mental strain on participants.
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I consent to taking part in the survey voluntarily. 
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  Question 1   pie chart shows the results of 8 students consenting to filling in the survey voluntarily.









Which digital tools do you use to complete your UWTSD assignments ?
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Question 2 graph readings show the following results :  
6 students agreed to using MS word to completing assignments at UWTSD.
6 Students agreed using PowerPoint  completing assignments at UWTSD.
2 Students agreed they use Excel when completing there assignments at UWTSD.
1 student agreed using online search engines when completing assignments at UWTSD. 


                                                           Question 4

Which  digital tools do you use to collaborate with your fellow  students while  at UWTSD ?


	
	Outlook
	8

	
	Whatsapp
	5

	
	TEAMS
	2

	
	Google Meet
	0

	
	Zoom
	0

	
	Other
	0



question 4 chart shows  8 students use outlook to collaborate with fellow students.
5 students have stated they use Whatsapp to collaborate with students whilst 2 students have stated they use  TEAMS to collaborate with students.
                                                  
                                                                       Question 6

 Rank these applications in order to how frequently  you use them to do work related to UWTSD.

	ID
	1st
	2nd
	3rd
	4th
	5th
	6th

	1
		MS Word




	PowerPoint
	TEAMS
	Moodle
	One Drive
	Search Engines

	2
	Moodle
	One Drive
	Power Point
		Search Engines




		MS
Word




		TEAMS





	3
	Moodle
	One Drive
	MS
Word
	Power 
Point
	TEAMS 
	Search Engines 

	4
	Search Engines
	Moodle
	Power
Point 
	MS 
Word
	One
Drive
	TEAMS

	5
	Moodle
	MS
Word
	Search
Engines
	Power
Point
	One
Drive
	TEAMS 

	6
	Moodle 
	One
Drive 
	Power
Point 
	MS
Word 
	Search Engines
	TEAMS

	7
	Search Engines
	Moodle
	TEAMS
	Power Point 
	MS
Word
	One
 Drive 

	8
	Moodle 
	PowerPoint 
	One Drive 
	MS
Word 
	Search Engines
	TEAMS



Question 6 ranking is in  percentage as to what students have selected in the survey as follows:
	Rank
	Percent

	TEAMS
	25%

	One Drive
	0%

	MS Word
	37.5%

	PowerPoint
	12.5%

	Moodle
	37.5%

	Search Engines  
	0%




                                                      Question 7
Rank theses applications according to how frequently you use them on the One Drive when completing work at UWTSD.

Question 7 ranking is in percentage  as follows:
	Rank
	Percent

	Powerpoint
	75%

	MS Word
	62.5%

	Excel
	12.5%

	Outlook
	0%

	OneNote
	12.5%

	Sway
	25%


Correct
Incorrect




                                             Question 8

Tell us how likely you are to use the following applications on a daily basis in relation to your studies at UWTSD.


[image: ]
Our graph shows Moodle been used Very likely. MS word is used very likely an small Percentage was
 somewhat likely. PowerPoint  was very likely to be used by the majority of students and a small
 amount of students selected somewhat likely and somewhat unlikely. Outlook was shown as very
 likely to be used by students and Whatsapp  was selected as very likely by the majority of students
 and Students selected somewhat likely to using this application whilst a small fraction selected 
 Neither likely or unlikely. Excel was selected by students with a selection of all the above options
 from very likely to very unlikely options. Thereafter OneNote shows a mixed result again from the
 options of somewhat  likely  to very unlikely. Sway shows from the graph results of a small amount
 of students who  selected somewhat unlikely to very unlikely  in using this application.                       
TEAMS  application selected been used by students is a mix from somewhat likely to very unlikely.
Now finally One Drive shows from the graph results the majority students using this application as very likely and a very small amount of students selected somewhat likely.



3. [bookmark: _Toc107777511]Discussion

The prediction that we made was that  students would use MS office. The most that they would 
 use is the Microsoft word application as there is many different uses for students. They would need
 to use it to complete assignments for each different module and this is shown from the research
 that we have conducted. Question 2 shows that there is 6 people who use Microsoft word and there
 is 6 people who use PowerPoint the most. This shows that these are the two most used
 applications.
The 2 least used applications were sway and one note. This shows that the students did not use this
 as much as they use Microsoft word and the PowerPoint application.
The next graph shows that the most used application for the communication of the students is
 outlook followed by WhatsApp. This shows that the most digital tool used is outlook with 8
 students then Whatsapp  is used by 5 students an TEAMS is used just by 2 students to collaborate
 with fellow students while at UWTSD.
Thereafter question 6 shows how students have ranked the applications in order of frequently used
 when they used them to complete work related to UWTSD.So Moodle is showing a percentage of
 37.5% whilst MS Word is also showing the same percentage of 37.5% which means it is equally used
 by students at UWTSD. However TEAMS is proven to be used  by only 25% an thereafter PowerPoint
 is used by just 12.5% of students an 0% is shown for One Drive.

So moving forward question 7 students were asked  to Rank these applications according to how
 frequently they used One Drive  when completing work at UWTSD. Our graph showed PowerPoint
 was used by 75% of students where as MS Word shows 62.5%  and 25% students said sway and
 Excel and OneNote 12.5% students stated using both of these applications.

As I stated in my introduction there are many applications used to complete university related assignments but how ever with the help of our survey it has been  proved MS Word and Moodle are the 2 mostly used applications whilst at 

Finally question 8 was asking students to tell us how likely you use the following applications on a
 daily basis in relation to your studies at UWTSD. This graph shows a selection of applications used by
 students from very likely to very unlikely.
We predicted in our Hypothesis  that the digital tool most used by students at UWTSD is MS
 Office.It is most likely the most used application which is MS Word due to the fact University
 students must produce academic reports when completing assignments for each module.
 We know this from our own knowledge and the research we have  conducted which proved
 to be true.









4. [bookmark: _Toc107777512]Conclusion

We predicted that the digital tool most used by students at UWTSD is MS Office. It is

 most likely the most used application will be MS Word due to the fact University

 students must produce academic reports when completing assignments for each

 module. We know this from our own knowledge and the research we have

 conducted. We emailed our survey to 5/10 students an waited back for our results

 which we then put into graphs an tables to show all the results an came to the

 conclusion MS word an Moodle are the 2 mostly used applications while completing

 work related to UWTSD.
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Question 7

MS Word;PowerPoint;TEAMS;Moodle;One Drive;Search Engines;	Moodle;One Drive;PowerPoint;Search Engines;MS Word;TEAMS;	Moodle;One Drive;MS Word;PowerPoint;TEAMS;Search Engines;	Search Engines;Moodle;PowerPoint;MS Word;One Drive;TEAMS;	Moodle;MS Word;Search Engines;PowerPoint;One Drive;TEAMS;	Moodle;One Drive;PowerPoint;MS Word;Search Engines;TEAMS;	Search Engines;Moodle;TEAMS;PowerPoint;MS Word;One Drive;	Moodle;PowerPoint;One Drive;MS Word;Search Engines;TEAMS;	MS Word;PowerPoint;TEAMS;Moodle;One Drive;Search Engines;	Moodle;One Drive;PowerPoint;Search Engines;MS Word;TEAMS;	Moodle;One Drive;MS Word;PowerPoint;TEAMS;Search Engines;	Search Engines;Moodle;PowerPoint;MS Word;One Drive;TEAMS;	Moodle;MS Word;Search Engines;PowerPoint;One Drive;TEAMS;	Moodle;One Drive;PowerPoint;MS Word;Search Engines;TEAMS;	Search Engines;Moodle;TEAMS;PowerPoint;MS Word;One Drive;	Moodle;PowerPoint;One Drive;MS Word;Search Engines;TEAMS;	
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