
BLONDE
2022
Director: Andrew Dominic

Identity

Values + beliefs

Message

Adapted version of a biographical fiction 
book by Joyce Carol Oates ‘Blonde’ 

Although the creators have insisted that this 
is a work of fiction, the marketing of the film 
makes it appear all real

It's just a cruel callous depiction and boils 
her life struggles to : desperation for love, 
guilt over abortion and hyper sexualism

Biographical fiction deviates from 
the true story to exaggerate storylines or 
to spread a clearer message however this 
film never makes it clear and victimises 
Marlyn Monroe repeatedly

The only positively presented relationship is 
the polyamorous one however this isn't ever 
expanded beyond sex and the only reason it 
is uplifted it because it’s the only consensual 
one in the film even though they still only 
use her.

The film loses sight of its original message by 
ignoring the complexities of Norma Jean in 
favour of objectifying Monroe. Whilst its 
message is supposed to be feminist and 
wants to shed light on the abuse women 
faced it abuses Monroes true character 
repeatedly by diminishing her success and 
her hard work with the storyline of her big 
break being because of sexual assault.

Lack of female interaction and the 
complicity of the few female characters 
could've been used to critique 
women's involvement of Monroes 
sexualisation but instead it leans into the 
sexist narrative that Monroe was difficult 
and promiscuous

The story of her father and her issues with 
him disregard Monroes real life issues, her 
calling all the men she's in relationships with 
‘daddy’ in infantilising and fetishist. Her only 
being happy once she dies because she gets 
to see her father suggest a man was her only 
reason to live


