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[bookmark: _Toc76586407]Introduction: 
With the help of the online material of the module: Changemakers: Creativity and Value Creation and the guidance of our instructor, Dr. Azora Hurd, I have created a new project plan. I have identified a gap in the current services in mainstream schools that is the lack of participation of SEN kids in extracurricular activities. Even though, there is no restriction for them, they still find it difficult to be a part of plays, sports and dances etc. I have presented my plan by creating an E-Portfolio which is to host a play for SEN kids. However, I aim to create a platform where we can turn this one event into many events in the future and create a drama club for SEN kids, providing them with an atmosphere to participate with ease. 
[bookmark: _Toc76586408]Task 1: Mind Map 
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Teachers play an imperative role in bringing out creativity in children during their early age of development (Legget, 2017). As mentioned by Robinson (2006) in his Ted Talk about creativity in education, “all kids are born artists.” There is a great emphasis on arts by schools however, painting and sketching is given more priority than drama and dance. The idea that I came up with focuses on two concepts; drama as a form of creative platform and giving an opportunity to SEN kids to participate in such activities. I have represented it using a mind map above.
In this first slide of mind map, I have highlighted the background which inspired me to come up with this idea. British education policy has been focusing on special educational needs since 1970s (Alcott, 2004). The concern arises when it comes to participation in various extracurricular activities where SEN children cannot be a part due to the lack of special environment provided for them to perform. 
Second slide suggests that children with special needs face difficulties to perform in such activities as they already have learning and physical disabilities. 
Third slide focuses on the consequences for children due to the lack of participation. For example, research by Coates and Vickerman (2008) suggests that students with special needs have a positive attitude towards PE but due to discrimination, lack of teachers’ training or other barriers the participation is limited which results in feelings of self-doubt. 
In my fourth slide, I present my idea for a new project plan; to conduct a play in our Local Community Center for SEN kids with an environment which is favorable for them. The audience for this project plan is our local community and SEN kids in special and mainstream schools. 
The fifth slide is about how this drama will be promoted and parents will be encouraged to motivate their children to be a part of it. There would be flyers distributed to local community center and schools. 
The last slide is for the support we would from our community for funding and promotion of the play. Trained teachers would be asked to organize the event in order to help the kids perform through various visual and auditory resources. 
Main focus of this event would be to create a platform for children with special needs to showcase their hidden talents, feel included and boost their morale.

[bookmark: _Toc76586409]Task 5: Conference Poster
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[bookmark: _Toc76586410]Task 6: Letter to a potential funder
Mr. James Michael 
Executive Manager, Funding & Financing
Support Fund 
Birmingham, UK
Dear Mr. Michael, 
Showstoppers Application for Support Fund 
We are writing this application to request for a grant of £5000 for a local event; Showstoppers – A Play for SEN Kids. The event will take place in ABC Community Centre, Birmingham. We are a group of social healthcare workers and trained educators for children with special educational needs coming together to host a drama evening for SEN students. 
We were inspired to organize this event by identifying a lack of participation in extracurricular activities by SEN kids especially in mainstream schools. As you may be aware, our education system is taking special consideration for equal academic opportunities for children who face various physical and mental disabilities like Dyslexia, Dyspraxia, ADHD, and Autism etc. Students with SEN require extra assistance due to different needs like cognitive thinking, problem solving, physical or sensory disabilities, behavioural issues, difficulties to interact with others and other speech or language problems. According to Dfes (Department of Education and Skills) statistics, updated in July 2020, 24% of the children with SEN support have the most common and primary need in communicating and speech. The second highest type of need is learning disability for 21% pupils with SEN and followed by it is emotional and mental health support with 19% children requiring it. Nonetheless, inclusive classrooms ensure that diverse ranges of exigencies are met by the teachers by making the environment suitable for every student. 
We believe that art and drama is that part of the curriculum which brings out the creativity in children and unfortunately, most SEN pupils are unable to take part in them. Following are the aims behind our idea of conducting a play: 
· Building a platform for SEN kids to showcase their talents in acting, dancing or singing and discover their inner creativity
· Boost morale of the children who have feelings of self-doubt due to not being able to participate in mainstream schools
· Create an opportunity for the parents to see their children perform and encourage them to be part of more events in the future
We require your support in order to execute this plan as it will include hiring and managing a trained group of teachers specialised in special educational needs teaching method. We would also need funds to promote the event, acquire vendors and manage other operations. 
Please reach out to us if you require more information. We hope that you will grant us the specified fund requested above. 
Best regards, 
Sonia Hussain
Executive Manager, Showstoppers
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[bookmark: _Toc76586411]Task 8: Personal Development Plan 
Sonia Hussain
Contact: +4400000000
Email: sonia@outlook.com
With time I have acquired adequate work experience and skills as a trained SEN educator and support worker. However, I believe that there is always room for enhancing our skill set and improving professionally. Personal development plans help you analyse your capabilities and make smart goals for your personal and career growth. 
My prior work experience aligns well with my project plan of conducting a drama for SEN kids. I have worked with children who require extra support in their academics due to their special needs. They include SEMH, ADHD, Dyslexia, ASD and Dyspraxia. I have been appointed in many schools as SEN teaching assistant where I implemented their IEPs to support them in their classrooms and other activities. Moreover, I have worked as a support worker at a complex needs accommodation where I assisted vulnerable people – homeless, having mental health issues or using substance – for independent living. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Apart from that, I have acquired multiple qualifications over a period of time. I have R.E.A.D Diploma in teaching students with learning disabilities/dyslexia. I received two trainings; i) ASD CPD Training and ii) Beam Training Programme (a programme for Children with Dyspraxia). I hold a certificate of Higher Education Skills at Workplace Level 4 from UWTSD which has helped me built my work ethic. Currently, I am studying Health and Social care Level 5 at UWTSD. 
Following is my personal development plan which will help me advance in my project called Showstoppers and assist children with special needs to prosper in academics and other related activities while growing their self-esteem and confidence. 
	Target
	How will I achieve the target?
	Resources/Support
	Time scale

	Enhance IT skills 
	Enroll and complete courses related to Microsoft Office and other software used in social work places.
	Take help from Youtube, Internet, Documentaries.
Support from friends and family. 
	1-09-2021

	Improve leadership skills
	I will take part in leadership development programmes and learn how to delegate tasks.
Also work with teams and management. 
	Support from my colleagues. 
Work with experts and team heads.
Find a mentor to help me discover my leadership skills. 
	30-08-2021

	Polish organizational skills 
	Take courses on organizational culture.
Certified training programmes at workplace. 
	Books and researches on organizational culture.
Support from coworkers.
	1-11-2021

	Improve communication skills
	Join educational seminars on public speaking and communication at work place.
Practice positive attitude and positive body language.
	Communication games, interacting with my social circle, online courses.
	1-12-2021



[bookmark: _Toc76586412]Conclusion:
My E-Portfolio represents how I will execute my project plan. I have carefully selected tasks which are the most relevant to my audience of the project which is the community. It is to bring parents, teachers and SEN students together to collaborate in an event that creates value for them in the future. I believe that this event will bring impact the lives of the SEN kids positively by opening them to creativity and new approaches. It will make them feel included and confident especially in front of their parents. I envision this event turning into a drama club for SEN kids where they can have different plays and musicals every year and to make this experience memorable for them. 
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Introduction

Inclusive  schools  provide  equal
opportunities to everyone in terms of
participation. Yet, students with special
needs are unable to participate in
many creative activities due to their
environment not being suitable to their
needs. Nonetheless, it creates feeling of
self-doubt and deeming themselves as
"non-creative". Childhood is a crucial
stage and at some point in our lives in
that stage instances such as being
judged or discouraged by other peers
make us decide that we are not
creative (Kelly and Kelly, 2014, p. 54).

Our aim as caretakers and teachers is
to encourage creativity in students with
special needs and make them feel
confident about expressing themselves.

SEN Support

Parental Support:

o Parents and teachers; when
working together can enhance
children's academic success.
Parents he|p their kids boost their
confidence.

SEN Teachers:
« Trained and experienced teachers
he|p students learn through
different sensory resources.

Technical Support:
Interactive boards in front of the

stage for diu|ogues

No bright |ights that irritate the
students

No loud music or audio system

CREATED BY SONIA HUSSAIN

Host a play for SEN kids

What is the purpose of this event?
* To boost morale of SEN kids

* To create a platform for
children to participate in
creative activities regardless
of their learning disabilities.

* To help students with special
needs showcase their acting

skills.

Additonal Resources

To learn more about how you can
support your child with special needs
read here: https: //www.education-
ni.gov.uk/articles/resource-support-
children-special-educational-needs

Event Details

Event itinerary:

« Rehearsals starting from 10th Sept 2021
o Play on 10th October 2021

« Timings: 3 PM on wards

¢ Location ABC Community Centre

Organised by Sonia Hussain
Contact: +4400000000
Email: soniacoutlook.com
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Project Plan: A Play for SEN Kids
Event name: Show-stoppers
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