Denise Carvalho – HPCA7015 – Essay 3

[image: image1.png]PRIFYSGOL CYMRU ——
Y Drindod Dewi Sant

UNIVERSITY OF WALES

Trinity Saint David





Postgraduate/Distance Learning 

Assignment coversheet & feedback form
	For completion by the student: 

	Student Name: Denise Pereira De Carvalho
Student University Email: 2235024@student.uwtsd.ac.uk

	Module code: HPCA7015
Module title: Foundations in Cultural Astronomy and Astrology

	Student ID number:
2235024
	Educational support needs:

No

	Assignment title: Essay 3 – ‘The stars incline; they do not compel’ 
Assignment due date: November 30th 2023

	This assignment is for the       1st  FORMCHECKBOX 
    2nd   FORMCHECKBOX 
     3rd   FORMCHECKBOX 
      4th  FORMCHECKBOX 
      5th  FORMCHECKBOX 
      6th  FORMCHECKBOX 
   module of the degree

	I confirm that this is my original work and that I have adhered to the University policy on plagiarism.

Signed ……………………………………………………………
Email submission:if you are submitting this form via email, please tick this box  FORMCHECKBOX 

(as a substitute for your signature) to confirm that you agree to the above dclaration.

	Assignment Mark
1st Marker’s Provisional mark

2nd Marker’s/Moderator’s provisional mark

External Examiner’s mark (if relevant)
Final Mark

NB.  All marks are provisional until confirmed by the Final Examination Board.
For completion by Marker 1 :

Comments:


	Marker’s signature:
	Date:

	For completion by Marker 2/Moderator:

Comments:



	Marker’s Signature:
	Date:

	External Examiner’s comments (if relevant)



	External Examiner’s Signature:
	Date:


‘The stars incline; they do not compel´
Introduction


This essay aims to investigate one of the most famous statements in western astrology: the stars incline; they do not compel, which implies a reflection about different theories of fate, such as determinism and and free will, meaning that the stars do not force people to do things, but influence their behavior. 
This work will explore how those theories are represented in the work of two respected astrologers, Alan Leo (1860-1917) and Dane Rudhyar (1895-1985). Both were selected given the magnitude of their work. Alan Leo was an English astrologer, founder of the Astrological Lodge of the Theosophical Society in the UK. Bernardette Brady refers to him as one of the driving forces behind the revival of astrology in the west.
 He is the author of Astrology for all (1899) and Esoteric Astrology (1913), among other works. Dane Rudhyar was born in France thirty years after Leo, he comes from a different culture and time. According to Charles Harvey, his work has been shaping the way most astrologers view astrology today. 
 He is widely known for bringing to astrology a Psychological approach, with his famous works, such as Astrology of Personality (1963) and Astrology of Transformation (1980), among many others, but especially those two showing the author´s perspectives in different moments of his life.
This essay will start by providing general concepts of fate. It is important to create a common language and show that this is not a simple subject. Secondly, Plato is invited to provide some important illustrations, given that the two astrologers above mentioned are influenced by him. Finally, the perspective of each astrologer about the above statement will be analyzed.
General concepts of Fate


In order to explore the idea if the stars indeed only incline, without forcing people to do things, there is a need to consider a space for free will, with events not being completely determined. According to Raymond Williams, the word determine originally from the latin determinare, with a meaning of to set bounds to 
 is dominant is all early uses. The difficulty for Williams, in his own words, was when one of the applied senses, ‘that of putting a limit and therefore and end to a process, acquired the significance of an absolute end.´
 That closes the door of possibility and is also one of the challenges in dispute between determinists and the  ones in defense of free will.

For the benefit of language clarification, William James (1842-1910), who clearly advocated against determinism, has offered some definitions on the issue of determinism and free will, which is of value for the reflection presented in this essay. In his view, 
determinism professes that those parts of the universe already laid down absolutely appoint and decree what the other parts shall be. The future has no ambiguous possibilities biden in its womb´. 
 
He calls attention to the lack of possibility in the mind of determinists. Donald Viney commented on James´s article, ‘determinists deny that there are any possibilities except the ones that are realized.’
 James went on about the opposite of determinism, Indeterminism, which ´says that the parts have a certain amount of loose play on one another, so that the laying down of one of them does not necessarily determine what the others shall be.´
 This citation correlates well with the statement that ‘the stars incline, do not compel’. It has, in its nature a space for the unknown. The stars may set a direction but not the outcome. 

Determinism has in its favor another important concept, which is necessity, meaning those things to be known as unescapable of, such as gravity. If one jumps from  from a high place, will certainly fall. Another one is  genetics. One is born with all the inherited physical characteristics. The biggest of all is death. Human beings know that life unfolds to death and that is inexorable. Plato talked about necessity in the Timaeus ‘for this ordered world is of mixed birth: it is the offspring of a union of Necessity and Intellect´.
 This is an important concept for this work, given that the two main astrologers investigated are strongly influenced by Plato´s ideas. Plato provided a solution to the problem of necessity by separating body (matter), which is subject to necessity, from the soul, which is free ‘…souls were of necessity implanted in bodies’. 
 Brady commented on Leo´s thoughts in completely alignment with Plato´s views, stating that matter is fated, while the spirit is free.


There are, however, different schools of thoughts. Brady explained that in contrast to Plato, the Stoics believed that the soul was subject to fate along with the body, being mortal and linked to the body. 
 That style of philosophy, Brady completed, is a form of monism, as the world is perceived as only made of one substance.
 One astrological example of a monist point of view was Margaret Hone, who believed body and soul were together and demonstrated in the astrological chart. 
only by the acceptance of the problem as it is, can a person find relief from it, hence the 

astrologer must help the customer to swim with the cosmic tide as it flows and not 

dissipate his energies by battling against it. ….. the acceptance of pattern of life 


The citation shows the stoic belief behind it:  One is free in relation to being able to accept whatever happens to oneself.


Another Stoic example might be Ptolemy. According to Campion, he is frequently described as a Stoic but in a diluted form.
 In Campion´s words, although he stated that knowing the future is inevitable and that one accepts it with grace (a Stoic point of view), Ptolemy also mentioned ‘they would never have devised certain means of averting….if they had any idea that the future could be changed´.
 The citation explains the use of the word “diluted” given it implies that Ptolemy believed in negotiating with fate.

Adding a new level of complexity to those concepts, Brady expanded the reflection on determinism by bringing the thought´s of the philosopher  David Hume (1711-1776), 
Hume argued that if the world was indeterminate, then all events were random 
and thus one´s actions must also be truly random…one´s actions are not 
determined by character, personal desires, values and the people can not be 
held responsible for the random events they perform.
 
Hume´s thoughts show how complex the concept of fate and free will can be.  Brady concluded by saying that ‘Free will therefore requires determinism’. 
 

It is possible to relate to two different perspectives, the monists, who believe that determinism invalidates free will and vice-versa and, the compatibilists, who believe they can coexist. Campion reflected about it stating that, at the same time that astrology considers the planetary position to predetermine personal traits and predict the future, it also allowed a room to negotiate with it. In Campion´s words about Greek astrology, its views of fate came in different forms, but generally suggested that it could be negotiated. Negotiation of the future did not deny concepts either of fate or causality; if there is to be a dialogue with destiny, there has to be a destiny which one can engage.

Leo and Rudhyar were compatibilists. They considered some level of determinism, since they used astrology,  but also considered a level of free will. For them the stars indeed only incline, without compelling, as it is going to be demonstrated in more details further in this work. 
Inviting Plato to participate

Both Leo and Rudhyar believed in the power of the will, by considering the soul separated from the body, and not subject to determinism (a Platonic view). There is an emphasis on the individual and the will to transcend matter. One allegory that illustrates the journey of will towards evolution, is the allegory of the cave in the Republic. Plato used it to compare the effect of education with the lack of it on our nature to an experience.
 He asked us to imagine human beings living since childhood in an underground cave, with an entrance a long way up. They had their necks and legs fettered, only seeing in front of them, since they could not move their heads. Light came from a fire burning far above and behind them. They only see the shadows projected on a short wall in from of them, which for them, was the truth and the reality.
 Plato than asked what it would be like to be released from their bonds and cured of their ignorance. He described the painful journey at the beginning to adjust to sunlight. With time, he says, `he could see things in the world above…he´d be able to study the things in the sky and the sky itself’. 
 There are different words alluding to a space above. The entrance of the cave was a “a long way up”. Then he mentions that he was able to see the “world above”. There is the ‘upward journey and the study of things above as the upward journey of the soul”
. This allegory helps to understand the view of both Leo and Rudhyar as platonists, using their work and astrology to reduce ignorance and ascend to a wider view of the self and the world. The force of will is present, evoking the statement that ‘the stars incline, they do not compel’. 
For James Notopoulos, the sun becomes the symbol of the highest element in Plato´s thought. For him, Plato needed a symbol which was comprehensive in character, one which was at the same time the source of Being and of Becoming (another major theme in Plato´s work
). Notopoulos explained three notions derived from the simile of the Sun: light and darkness; image and original; up and down.
 All three very present in the allegory. Inside the cave people did not see sun light directly. The images they saw were projections of reality, not the original. The up and down references allude to the existence of transcendence, available to the ones who accepts the journey of transformation. 


In order to consider the will, one has to participate with reality and life. It is no surprise that Rudhyar was inspired by the work of Lucien Lévy-Bruhl (1857-1939),
 who explored different ways of participation in the minds of natives. For Lévy-Bruhl, natives were able to place `mystic relations with beings and objects’. 
 Their minds appear to allow connections, through which reality is interconnected with everything, without requiring a logical explanation for that. Lévy-Bruhl called it “The law of participation”.  
 

Plato implied also an important level of participation, exploring the possibility for men to  release  himself from the cave. It seems that Leo and Rudhyar, saw astrology as this invitation to call man for the participation with the stars in order to gain freedom. As explained by Campion in the following citation,

The Platonic cosmos actually enhanced human freedom in that one’s destiny was to be 
influenced by one’s own actions rather than by the whims of deities who were under no 
obligation to accept the sacrifices and offerings made to them.


The vision of both Leo and Rudhyar will be explored next. 

Alan Leo 

Alan Leo was an exponent figure to the modern astrology and worked it hard to make it popular. He started the book Astrology for all stating that it was an attempt `to reach the multitude of earnest and thinking searchers after truth’
, referring to the knowledge of astrology, which for him was `a science which explains the law that governs all things’.
 He cofounded the “Astrologer’s Magazine” in 1889, which later was renamed “Modern Astrology”, through which he popularized sun sign information as a way to speak to the masses, placing a great deal of attention into the solar sign. It is not hard to see Leo´s legacy in our today´s astrological popular culture centralized in the sun sign.
He stated that the sun is the centre of all life, force or energy and represents the positive and primal fount of all existence, containing all colors of the solar spectrum.
 In his own words, `from this glorious body radiates the light which illuminates the whole system… the sun is the root of all things in manifestation’.
 Leo goes on and explained that `from the Sun’s position each month we may judge of the character of each individual’.
 He believed that Character is destiny.
 By the way one sees and participates with life, a certain kinds of outcomes unfolds. 

In order to understand why Leo clearly stated that ‘the stars condition, they do not compel’
, it is important to reflect on his views regarding the difference between Esoteric and Exoteric Astrology, 

Esoteric astrology deals with the abstract cause , the philosophy and the inner or more 
subtle point of view; whilst Exoteric astrology is content with the effect, the practice, 
and the concrete or outer expression, preferring the more tangible and evident to the 
speculative and theoretical 


Leo was an esoteric astrologer. He set more importance to what let up to the events, instead to the event in itself. Specific on Fate and Free will, he believed that the exoteric astrologer was a fatalist (meaning the same as determinists, someone who believes fate is unescapable), 

For the fatalist there is no reembodiment of the soul, no continuity of existence, no real 

meaning or purpose in life...until he is released he must abide by its decree.


It is possible to refer to Plato´s cave in this passage. The inner knowledge was a calling for man to leave the cave and see sun light. Leo believed in the power of the will and clearly stated that, ‘as man sows, so he must reap’
, he completes by saying that man become master of his destiny by being himself (character is destiny) in essence inseparable from the divine ruler of the universe in which he is manifesting. 
 It reflects the emphasis Leo placed in the sun position. The sun was for him the centre, the source, in line with Plato´s view of the sun, described by Notopoulos. He also had a high sense of the need to participate with one´s own nature, evoking Lévy-Bruhl´s work, in order to get in contact with the inner power of the sun. 

Leo refers to the sun and the moon as symbols of the spirit and the soul
. He stated that ´the sun may stand to us as a symbol of spirit , and the moon as matter. 
 Being matter always without and manifested, while consciousness is always within and is hidden. In his words ‘all we ever perceive is the material veil that hides the self within it.´ 
He makes a clear distinction between the body and the soul. There is also a platonic perspective seen in the cave allegory about the way things are perceived. Matter hides the self within (the cave). Here there is also the concept of “image and original”, defended by Notopoulos about Plato´s work. 

Leo called attention to the sun as the light giver, the consciousness. In his own words, the planetary spirits or intelligences, through their numerous agents show the various states of consciousness, and the signs in their many combinations exhibiting the forms of matter in motion in which consciousness is working. It therefore follows from this that a change in consciousness produces a change in form. 
 A change in form means that the outcome is not defined, that the stars do not necessarily compel.
Dane Rudhyar

Rudhyar was, besides a respected astrologer, an artist in many ways. According to the Rudhyar archival project website
, he was an astrologer, a painter, a musician, philosopher. He had over fifty years of astrological production. He is known for the creation of a Psychological based and Humanistic astrology. For him, Astrology is the mother of all sciences
, very similar to Leo´s view.  As a Platonist, the believed in body and soul being separate from one another,

There was in man a “divine spark”, that he, as a soul, was essentially an exile on 


this earth – sent here, either to gain certain experiences, or to work out some 
past karma.


He emphasizes the existence of a soul, implying that soul and matter are different things. 

He continues…

This soul could free itself from the earth-bondage and either “return to its spiritual 
home” or realize even here its essential identity with an absolute divine principle or 
being. 


This passage resembles the cave allegory. Man being able to free oneself from bondages. 

For Rudhyar, Astrology was understood to be a ‘study of the forces active in the cosmic environment of the earth´
 He pointed out that when those forces were thought to be the result of the will of celestial gods, there was very little man could do. This situation changed radically, in his point of view, when man developed a growing feeling of individuality. He mentioned Mystics encouraged man to spiritual-mental beings , souls that could transcend to social and environmental conditions, however, there were the problems of biological urges and emotional desires, opposed to the expression of this transcendent soul. 
 Plato calls attention to that very same fact when he describes what the soul actually is, 



Let us then liken the soul to the natural union of a team of winged horses and their charioteer… our driver is in charge of a pair of horses, one is beautiful and good…while the other is the opposite. 


For Rudhyar and for Plato, the full expression of the soul, required the hard task, will and knowledge from the driver, the charioteer, the individual who wishes to transcendent to a superior realm or perspective should learn to deal with his “bad” horse, a symbol of the biological urges and emotional desires highlighted by Rudhyar. The soul for him, seemed to exist most of the time in a ‘dangerous internal psychic environment, an inner jungle’.
 Man was confronted with the task of dealing with an internal and an external world. There is the cave, but also a place outside of it.  There was a similar concept in Leo´s work, with his emphasis in understanding both the sun and the moon configurations, as an attempt to bring consciousness to the shadows of emotions. 


For Rudhyar the statement ‘the stars incline, do not compel’ seems to be his life work endeavor.  He specifically talked about destiny in the following citation, 

What we vaguely and confusingly call “destiny” is simply the process of actualization of the potentialities abstractly formulated in the birth-chart. 

Although he believed in astrology as “forces” (the stars indeed incline), the above citation shows he also agreed that it did not compel. People are able to actualize, to transform themselves if they wish. 
In a mature stage of his life (1975), Rudhyar brings the notion of space. He sees the biosphere (solid objects), space of solar system (various kinds of energy) and the galatic space. He mentions about avatars, who are the ones able to communicate between those places as a rite of passage for Humanity
. It seems that Rudhyar was devoted not only to liberate man from their caves, but also placed a great emphasis in the transformational process of leaving the cave and dealing with the challenges that it implied. 
Conclusion
The statement `stars incline, they do not compel´ required the reflection about the concepts of determinism, fate and free will. It was shown examples of different schools of thought, within Astrology. The two main astrologers described in this essay, Alan Leo and Dane Rudhyar, were compatibilists. They understood fate and free  can coexist. Plato played an important role in this analysis, since he had greatly influenced the investigated astrologers and also provided a solution to determinism by separating body and soul. The cave allegory illustrated the human journey towards clarity and transformation. The chosen astrologers believed that the stars only incline, without compelling.   
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