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The assessment will be a critical reflection on your learning through this medium of writing and publication (800 words equivalent). 


Blogging is a new style of writing to me, but the process of writing blogs for this module has been enjoyable and informative. There were some aspects of writing in this style that I felt went well, and there are other areas that have taught me valuable lessons that I will carry forward into different types of writing.

I think that I adapted to the blog style of writing fairly quickly, possibly because I found the style familiar from reading blogs in the past. I found that using short and to the point sentences was effective and I will be using that approach in future writing. The concept of making sure that every sentence counts and is there for a reason is an important lesson I have taken from this module.  I also enjoyed learning how to finish with the typical blog ending of closing with an impact, as well as writing in a colloquial way. After writing in an academic style it felt somewhat liberating to write using colloquial language, and not having to reference sources aided writing quickly (which to me seems to be one of the objectives of blogs: write and publicise while the issue at hand is still relevant, a much faster speed of communication than journal articles (Mills, 2007)).

However, as much as I have enjoyed the process there are some aspects of writing in this style that I can improve. The first is preconceptions about the subject matter. I did go into writing these blogs with preconceptions which will have coloured my opinions about what I wanted the outcome of each blog to be. In the future, it would be better for me to pose a question and then research around topics thoroughly before coming to a final opinion, thus trying to avoid any preconceptions (as much as is possible) that I may have. My second aspect for improvement is sticking to the point. In early drafts of my blogs, particularly the first blog, I found that I was detracting from the main point by introducing too many other elements. It made it much more confusing to read, which goes against the notion that blogs should be accessible to all. I think that sticking to the point is especially important in blogs, as they are typically short pieces of writing and need to be to the point to make sure that they do not become overly long.

There are several long-term implications that I will take away from writing these blogs. These are lessons that will try to apply to other styles of writing and research in the future. The first lesson I have learned is to be open minded. Sometimes I do begin writing with preconceived ideas, and this module has helped me to understand that I must read around a topic as much as possible before drawing a conclusion. The next thing I need to do is build the rest of my writing around that a single theme. Finally, the biggest lesson I have taken from this module is that once I have chosen what the main point of my argument is and have begun writing around that theme, I need to stick to that one topic and make sure that it is clear throughout. In these short pieces of writing I found myself straying from the topic at hand, so it is especially important that in longer pieces of work I make sure that I make it very clear what my main focus is and stick to it. If I do move away from that focus for whatever reason then I must relate it back to the main topic of my writing, to ensure that the main focus doesn’t become confused or lost. 

It also occurred to me that education opinions, experiences and suggestions are well suited to being shared through blogs. One would assume that the intended target audience for education blogs is going to be education professionals, or those with an interest in education (such as parents). Education professionals and parents may not have the time or inclination to read a journal article or research paper, but a short blog written in an accessible way looks far more attractive and means that the authors ideas and opinions may be more likely to be read. Writing blogs has also been shown to benefit ‘shy, introverted and reflective’ teachers (Ciampa & Gallagher, 2015), making blogs a useful teacher development tool.  However, as anyone can write a blog there is no quality control (as there is with journal articles) which may mean some fact checking may be in order before taking a blog at its word. 

I have found blog writing to be interesting and enjoyable, but not without challenges. Compiling everything I want to say into a small word count is no easy task but sticking to one main point and not getting side-tracked by other issues helped resolve this issue. It was also interesting for me to realise what my own preconceived ideas were on several issues, and that I am capable of challenging and changing my own thoughts through research. The benefits of blogging on self-reflection has been researched before (Rabikowska, 2008), and I certainly found that blogging help me to reflect on my thoughts.
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