[bookmark: _GoBack]Lukes's assignment 2
Prepare a 2000 word ‘Essay’ answering ONE of the following questions;
Explore and evaluate the use of body worn cameras in evidence-based policing.
In the modern world the police have been developed so much over the years that they have served with technology, people, and vehicles for some examples. Many things need to be updated as with the public many opinions and people do have ideas and stuff that the police do not have, this is why it is a regular talking point for the United Kingdom for regular checks on the equipment that they use for the police and other services to have that technological advantage over the people that don’t. The United Kingdom is the most servalenced country in the world for cameras, lights, and body scanners etc. These laws came into play around 2008, many people were not happy about this and would often complain but this consisted of people either not doing the right things such as breaking the law and doing something there not supposed to do but then also others were furious about their privacy being broken with all the cameras and photos being taken around places that they should be safe within, this can consist of the shops, down the park or even in a car park. Many people have mixed feelings on the number of cameras in the United Kingdom, but this has come into play because of the amount of crime that goes on in the country.
[bookmark: _Int_K5f59eTt][bookmark: _Int_0fkkCMZD]Evidence based policing, means that the best available evidence is used to inform and challenge policing policies, practices, and decisions. The core ideas have been used to come up with different plans and structures to put in place for the policing to be run more effectively and safely for the public and the environment the officers have to work in. in one of the latest studies about the equipment, a team of public safety experts and world economists say body-worn cameras are both beneficial and cost effective, this was stated by Corley (2021) this was an issue presented by all parties for stating that they were beneficial for many reasons such as helping with evidence and keeping the officers safe however another issue that came about was the cost effective side of the body worn cameras, the government would fund the police and would want them to have all the up to date different equipment that the modern everyday police officer should entail. This eventually ended up in supplying every officer with body worn cameras which did not come in to be a cheap investment. After looking at some research into the costs of cameras, Figures obtained by the civil liberties group found that Birmingham City Council was the highest spender and spent £14.3m on its 636 cameras. Second highest was Westminster City Council with £11.8m on 153 cameras. This article was done by the BBC in 2012 and the police now have way more cameras, CCTV and more ways of catching criminals by video and audio footage.
To build on this point the police have now in recent years introduced body worn cameras into the equipment for the service this was the increase in amount of abuse and conflict received in the force by the members of the public such as physical and emotional (hitting or spitting). 44,421 officers were assaulted with personal weapons (e.g., hands, fists, or feet); 25.8% of these officers were injured these statistics were collected from the government website (no date), this shows how many officers were abused in the last year by the British public. These officers were only doing their jobs that they were employed to do by protecting and serving but they were physically abused by people just from walking in the street wearing a uniform that symbolises to help. This is why body cameras are a huge talking point as when they were introduced to the police not just as a safety measure but for evidence as when an attack happens to the officer and to others to see what was going on from the persons point of view. The official definition is the purpose of this procedure is to establish guidelines for the operation of body worn camera equipment assigned to peace officers for capturing audio/video evidence of police interactions, this was said by the college of policing (2022).
In addition to the definition and more to add from college of policing it adds onto the point of body worn cameras to also check on officers' locations to make sure they are following their course that they were put on, for walking around a certain area with more crime, this can relate to hotspot policing, the police found some incidental benefits when using body-worn cameras. For example, supervisors could review the camera when their officers had an interaction with a member of the public, showing how they were dealt with or to either review as evidence or even training for a new member to the service for the correct procedure to be done. Judging on recent research it has mixed reviews and statistics with half being that it was the right and correct thing to do when the public is looking out for the health and wellbeing of the service when providing for the public while facing the issues that they might face when doing their jobs. However, the other half have said that even with the help of body cameras the issues still come about that not all, but some officers abuse this power and do sometimes turn off the cameras when they are doing something they are not supposed to do but then even after all that some people even faced with the issue that the service provides officers with body worn cameras but still doesn't affect the publics controversial thoughts or acts between them and the officers they still decide to attack them even when they can see their faces but still choose too which is a worrying issue. The cameras were not just brought in for officers on duty walking around but for also public events such as the football with rough crowds to video them for audio and video evidence but then also for traffic incidents such as reckless driving when videoing how fast they were going to use in court these are just some examples when using body worn cameras.
Body worn cameras have come with many advantages and disadvantages with mixed opinions within the service and outside in the public eye. There are several pros and cons of police body cameras to consider when looking at this technology, so here are some of the critical points to look at such as the technology will help how officers behave the average person will know how to behave but without a camera or something watching them they may not always do it by the book and act accordingly, When there is a noticeable camera present on the uniform of a police officer, then the interactions between the public and officers typically become more civilized. To add to this point another pro is that when an incident happens between officers and the public they would like to have it on record to look back and review the footage to maybe check where they could improve or where they went wrong, for instance when an athlete watches over a game they played and wanted to check highlights on what happened they could go back to improve what they did for next time. In addition to this older police officers do not like to add new things to their everyday work equipment as they like to be old fashioned and do the job, they are supposed to do but with the cameras they are so little and not very visible to the naked eye people regularly do not even know it is there, There were also fewer complaints about the use of force that law enforcement performed while in the community, along with a decrease in the number of official reports filed by the public. That means this advantage encourages some police officers to go “by the book” more often this was sated by the chief (2019).
On the other hand, with the cameras they are very facing forward and give the point of view of the person with the camera on it will only show something if they are talking to someone directly in front of them, this is a downfall of the cameras being so small that they can't show everything in the point of view of the person with it on, this ultimately doesn't show everything that is going with the situation like emotional feelings towards the officer or whether other people in the area and doing something to do with the incident. Another problem for the use of body cameras is the fact that the lack of privacy that the public feel like they need, it is a particularly good argument towards all the services that have body worn cameras in the Prescence of the public. People must be aware of this fact and be okay with the idea that their image or choices will appear in that footage. Since police officers often interact with individuals during some of the worst moments of their life. To add to this people obviously would not want to be filmed at a time of crisis whether that is a death or even if their bills are not being paid its completely a violation of their privacy and officers should make sure that they are being filmed for training and reviewing purposes.
To conclude most people in the United Kingdom are in favour for body worn cameras in all the services whether that is the police, fire or even paramedics. The idea of having another layer of accountability for all the services is something that the enforcements love thinking about whether that’s evidence or even as a safety measure. There are a lot of valid based technology issues with cameras used in forces, it is not a 100% trusted way of doing a job and can be messed with especially with those that want it to be messed with when they know what they are doing is wrong. However, with the cameras and audio technology it can help in so many ways, it is also important to note that the act of being more accountable, even if it fails, can engender more trust in a community. From looking at how good or bad something is it can bring so many arguments and good things from it as it is updating monthly with everything becoming newer and newer but with helpful reviews and evolving nothing can be overlooked. As equipment becomes smaller and maybe not needing batteries new cameras can be the way forward into the new line of officers, with them being more loyal, effective, and more trusted to do the right thing in the most demanding situations.
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