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ABSTRACT 

This study aims to identify the impact on students of the Virtual Online Environment (VLE) Virtual learning environments (VLEs) are widely used in education, in many sectors, typically to deliver instructional materials and facilitate communication. This study reports on an online survey into VLE use by 17 undergraduate students at University Of Wales Trinity Saint David (UWTSD). The survey investigated the reported impact of using the college’s VLE (Moodle) on learning, and was based on 10 research questions which investigated: whether the use of a VLE has a positive impact on student learning; whether the use of a VLE in teaching and learning helps develop independent learning; and whether the use of a VLE increases students’ motivation to learn. The statistically significant findings report that the use of Moodle produces improvement in learning and motivation to learn as reported by the student participants. The findings will be of broad interest to teachers as they indicate areas for attention in promoting VLE use to enhance learning.




BACKROUND

Education is not only the key of success, is not only important for you as an individual but also build up a better educated and smooth society. Since the world started, people always focused on education. From teaching young people to hunt, to surviving or preparing young people for battle and war, people have always relied on discipline and education for their own progress and also for the progress of society. With the passage of time and modernization, people have developed different techniques for education, and as one of the keys to education is study and practice, not only institutions but also online platforms for study have been established, this is how online study platforms were set up, also known as VIRTUAL LEARNING ENVIROMENT (VLE). 
Schools and universities have always been the main tool of society's education, as such, they have tried over time to modernize and to facility the school/university courses and additional learning. 
Coastline Community College, having no physical campus, became the first Virtual College in the United States. According to the U.S. Department of Education (DOE), during the 2002–03 school year (the last data available), 36 percent of U.S. school districts (5,500 out of 15,040) had students enrolled in distance-education programs, and 38 percent of public high schools offered distance-education courses. The DOE study had 328,000 students in 8,200 public schools enrolled in distance-education courses. As of November 2005, the North American Council for Online Learning (NACOL) listed 157 unique online learning programs in 42 states in its database, including 32 virtual charter schools, 3 online home-school programs, and 53 public, non-charter virtual schools that offer programs. The DOE’s 2004 National Education Technology Plan predicted that with the “explosive growth in the availability of online instruction and virtual schools … we may well be on our way to a new golden age in American education.” Virtual schools have arrived—and with them, a host of challenges to our notions about school and schooling. ( R. GREENWEY and G VAONUREK- educationnext.org, 2006) Since then the modernization continued and developed more on this are with up dated online platforms for virtual learning in order to make it professional, easier and accessible. There were many different opinions of VLE from students, parents and teacher. The majority of people would not see the VLE as a good thing but rather saying that they gradually replacing the physical learning and teachers. Later on, in the begging of 2020, people would understand the importance of VLE and that all the money and time spent in VLE was not only a good think but also a necessity as face-to-face curses have been restricted due to the Novel SARS COVID-19 for all the age groups (nursery, primary school, high school, university or other NVQ’s). 

This is how I started my VLE experience. 5th of October. I enrolled the university module not knowing that we are going to study only online, as the guidance and regulations changed often due to the pandemic. I consider the online learning as being wonderful, so much time saving and also communication in real time, IT support, full course delivered and also a platform for “over studding” and notes if you missed any during the class. 
Our online learning environment is Moodle. In my opinion Moodle is great, as in content and other features but when it comes to operate it, I think it can be made a bit easier to access.

The aim of this case study is to conduct a survey in order to analyze the impact of Virtual Leaning Environment (VLE) on students. This study Is based on both primary and secondary  data:
Primary data collected by conducting a survey relevant to analyze the impact of virtual learning VLE, shared via WhatsApp and UWTSD e-mail student (to made it easier to be accessed) to a group of students, all adults aged over 18, males and females which had experienced Virtual Learning Environment (VLE)  and surely this had an impact of them. The survey contains 10 relevant questions on the area needed (VLE).



The survey contains 10 relevant questions on the impact of Online Learning Environment (VLE) in order to brain relevant data for the report. The report was shared in a WhatsApp account and also on UWTSD student e-mail account. Graphics were used to conduct an analytical analysis on the survey.










FOUNDING:





1.

· Graphics collected from primary data above shows that a variable group age uses an online learning platform, although on the secondary data collected is been showing that majority of the online learning platforms are used by the teenagers or an age group before age 40+. Primary data clotted shown on the survey that people aged 25-34 are recording the majority of presence on virtual learning platforms, therefore this age group is more likely to access it in the future. Normally people at this age have already a job and probably family, therefore they might prefer the online learning environment due to benefits bought by it such as, time and money saving, getting to learn from the comfort of your house and gives you the opportunity to spent more time with family or watch the kids while their sleeping, without needing a babysitter while you are studying.

2.


· 81% of the respondents were experiencing their first Virtual Learning Environment (VLE). There is a big probability that they did not chose this type of learning because they prefer it but rather been forced by the Covid-19 pandemic to attend online courses due to the national restriction and Public Health of England guidance on universities. 


3.

· As I started to expose my opinion above most of the respondents, 58% only studied online about 6 months ago and 17% of them studied 12 months, probably since the pandemic restricted the face-to-face courses.  only 25% of respondents studied on an online platform more than 1 year.


4. 

· Considering the high percentage (69%) of the respondents with average digital skills, its then understandable why not so many of the respondents attend an online course before.
5.

· 56% of the respondents found the UWTSD virtual learning environment effective, which shows respondents were engaged and used the provided virtual learning platform and found this effective 


6.

· 7%found this platform, Moodle” difficult to access, 12% of the respondents neither easy nor difficult, 43% of them found it easy and 38% very easy to access. Looking at statistics shows that the virtual learning environment - Moodle is not hard to be operated and only 7% respondent finds it hard which might be as well their digital skills not only the format of the platform.
8.

· 80% of the respondents answer with yes at this question, the rest of 20% consider that they have not had the right support when firs started accessing this platform. They consider improvements must be done and lecturers should be given more guidance and supports to the students.


9.

· In this graphics you can see the student uses Moodle platform frequently, which means this have a good impact on their learning effectiveness as is keeping them engaged in studying and they feel confident to find support on Moodle.


10.
· 69,9%of the students knows about the university facilities and also uses as needed. 

10.

· 84% of the responds claimed that they would choose Moodle again. 

Conclusion
 No clear evidence of satisfaction/ dissatisfaction was evident from the elected survey, due to Covid-19 pandemic did not met many students and the once I have meet have not been happy to attend my survey. Therefor I had to conduct an informal questionnaire to collect opinion and also to form a conclusion on the impact of virtual learning environment of other students that experienced Moodle.
I have found out that there is a real impact on students when it comes to VIRTUAL LEARNING ENVIROMENT (VLE). Many of the respondents claimed that time saving is the best thing of virtual learning environment. Money that you can saved from not having to travel and spent money on travel tickets, eating home, economy on papers and other materials required for the study. Others finds helpful that using a virtual learning environment they are developing their digital skills and also master them through the time.
Respondents claimed that virtual learning environment has a big impact on their personal development by offering the potential to facilitate and improve teaching and learning, as an online virtual environment enable you to access from everywhere to anywhere at any time. Moodle was classified as a good platform by many of the students. However they also said that Moodle is confusing when you first operate but once you have some experience Moodle is easy to use and very practice. 


 
If no,how long did you study in VLE?

6 months	12 months	More than a year	58.33	16.670000000000002	25	


How would you classify you digital skills?

Above average	Average	Below average	35.25	68.75	0	


Is Moodle effective in delivering guidance and assistance for your university course?

Always	Usually	Sometimes	Rarely	Never	31.25	56.25	6.25	6.25	0	


Is the VLE platform provided by the university (Moodle) easy to access?

Very easy	Easy	Neither easy not difficult	Difficult	Very difficult	37.5	43.75	12.5	6.25	0	


Did you have any support from the univerisity when you first accessed Moodle?

Yes	No 	Minimal support	Great support	75	6.25	12.5	6.25	


How often do you use Moodle platform?

Every day	A few times a week 	About once a week	A few times a month	Once a month	Less than once a month	31.25	43.75	18.75	6.25	0	0	


Are you aware of the IT desk service within the university which deliver support if experiencing technical issues including Moodle?

Yes	No	Heard about it,never used it	Used the service,great support	Used the service,not helpful	68.75	6.25	18.75	6.25	0	


If would have a choice in the future regarding VLE platforms,would you choose Moodle again?

Yes	No	87.5	12.5	


What is yor age range?

Under 18	18-24	25-34	35-44	45+	6.25E-2	0.25	0.4375	0.1875	6.25E-2	


Is this your first experience in VLE?

Yes	No	81.25	18.75	




2 | Page

