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	[bookmark: _Hlk119923310]DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION:
INTRODUCTION:
Police use of Tasers: How the use of Tasers by police affects public confidence, Police Officers confidence, and the effects Tasers have had on modern policing.

This research aims to examine the use of Tasers, by police and the effects it has on areas like public confidence, and officers’ confidence to perform their duties, their confidence in the equipment and the effects tasers have as a display of force. Tasers were introduced in order to close the operational gap between the use of incapacitant sprays and firearms (Bleetman A, 2022). Tasers were first introduced in 2003, and after a testing period, the Home Office fully implemented them in 2004 (IPCC, 2014). The X26 is the most popular model of Taser used in UK police. It discharges a pair of barbs that are connected to insulated wires to render a subject incapacitated. (College of Policing, 2022). Tasers can be applied in a variety of ways to de-escalate situations. As more officers in British policing are now equip with Tasers, it has become a standardised part of officers’ equipment, however it may be claimed that not everyone can understand the potential benefits of such equipment. For instance, the police's equipment may make the general people feel more threatened than safe. This idea may be viewed as ironic given that one of the primary goals of the police's equipment is to protect the people, yet, as stated it has the potential to inspire a fear of police officers.

The main objective of this dissertation is to evaluate the Taser's main applications and circumstances of use. The purpose in conducting this research is to identify any underlying problems that have fuelled criticism to the use of Tasers. Expand this by looking into the public’s perception of officers carrying tasers and what is the perception of servicing officers, if the equipment should be standardised across the force, do they believe its fit for purpose in the modern policing, and does this piece of equipment promote behaviour that requires its use. This topic was chosen due to recent and ongoing encouragement from within the police for officers to receive training in the use of this piece of equipment, in addition to the topic's speculative status and present relevance in light of recent incidents that may either confirm or disprove growing police use of Tasers.

	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

1. What is the public’s opinion on police officers in the UK carrying and using equipment such as Tasers?
2. What are current serving police officers’ opinions on carrying and using equipment such as Tasers?
3. Asses what are the potential benefits and negatives of the use of Tasers in modern day British policing?
4. Explore, if since the implementation of Tasers within British policing if has there been an increase or decrease in levels of disorder that requires their use?



	LITERATURE REVIEW:
[bookmark: _Hlk119918825]Every aspect of society has been subject to ongoing change and development  creating a natural need to be up to date with the newest and most cutting-edge tools accessible. The police, are no exception to this idea and now have access to equipment that deliver less that lethal force (College of Policing, 2020). The implementation of Tasers is part of this. According to reports on the use of force in the UK, Tasers are generally safe when used legally (Bleetman A, 2022). The introduction of the Taser is likely the biggest change to the equipment used by the police in the UK (Tidy, 2022) even if other police technology has gradually advanced toward more efficient and contemporary ideas in order to tackle modern dangers. However, it has been argued that this revised use of force has divided opinions, may actively encourage more aggressive behaviour, and may increase public concern and risk. 

There are many positives for UK police carrying Tasers, such as in risky situations,  they offer the police and the public important protection. When there is a threat of significant violence, the police have the option of using Tasers to resolve the situation (IOPC, 2020). However, research has also shown that, the mere presence of Tasers devices increased overall hostility in police-public contacts, a phenomenon known as the "weapons effect" (Cambridge University, 2019). According to this research, police officers who were clearly armed with Tasers used force 48% more frequently and were more likely to be assaulted than unarmed officers. In the realm of social psychology, there is a contentious idea called the weapons effect that is discussed and argued. It refers to the idea that the mere sight of a weapon or a picture of one makes people act more aggressively, especially if they are already aroused (Anderson, 1998)


75% of the 11,000 London police officers polled in 2017 said that carrying Tasers while on duty should be permitted. Comparatively, 12% deliberately chose to reject this choice (Squires, 2017). In 2016, the Police Federation hired Ipsos Mori to conduct a survey on the public's perceptions of police use of tasers: The routine use of tasers was deemed acceptable by 71% of those polled (Polfed.org, 2019). Although these figures may indicate a more positive view in the use of Tasers in UK policing, the reasons for the negatives will need to be explored and why some members of the public deem this use of force unacceptable, also why a percentage of officers reject the opportunity to carry tasers.


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD:
Online Questionnaire to outline positive or negative opinion on the possession and use of Tasers. 

	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 
Participants will be South Wales Police officers of any rank and tenure. This will enable a variety of viewpoints and an insight. Public opinion will be offered voluntarily to a large variety. A sample of 50 individuals from each section will be intended.
 

	ETHICAL ISSUES:
Officers may find it challenging to complete the survey during shifts. To avoid this, I'll make sure to give participants ample time to finish the survey. Participants may also not be completely honest if they are worried about losing their jobs if they have unfavourable thoughts. The participants will be given a page of material outlining confidentiality and anonymity in order to avoid this. 

To obtain the public opinion I will make the survey available on public accessible forums online and local libraries. Once again leaving ample time for the public to engage.  

	TIME SCALE:
By 21/11/2022, I will have a research proposal and an ethics form finished. By 23/01/2023, I will then undertake a literature review. In the last week of January 2023, I'll create my survey and distribute it to participants. I'll turn in a chapter on research methodologies by 13/03/2023. By 01/05/2023, I will analyse my results, and by 05/06/2023, I shall disclose my findings. The final project will be finished by 03/07/2023.
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