      Component 1: Research and planning
For my main source, I chose a BBC news article from 2021 that talks about the digital divide in the uk. The article explains how many families cannot afford a laptop, good boardband, or mobile data, and how this makes online learning very difficult. It includes comments from Ofcom and the department for education, which makes the information reliable and up to date. I chose this source because it shows a very real problem that affects students today. Even though the article mainly talks about younger students, I think the challenges are exactly the same for us at university. If a student does not have a proper device or internet at home, studying becomes almost impossible at any age.
The article also gives examples of children who cannot join zoom lessons because their home has no Wi-Fi. Some families need to choose between paying for food or paying for data. There are also statistics showing that millions of people in the UK still struggle with basic digital skills. I found this useful because it shows that the digital era is not equal for everyone.
I chose this source because it connects with my own experience. In my home country (Hungary), also saw many students using internet cafes or shared computers because they did not have access at home. This article helps me answer the main question, as it shows that digital tools can be a big opportunity, but only if students have the resources and support, they need to use them.

Key Challenge for students
One big challenge for students in the digital era is staying focused. There are so many apps, websites, and notifications that make it easy to lose concentration, even when we are trying to study. When we work on laptops, it is very simple to open other tabs or check our phone, so we can get distracted quickly. Another problem is that there is too much information online. It is difficult to know which sources reliable and which ones are not true or low quality.
This challenge affects university students as much as younger students. Even though we use digital tools every day at university, it can still feel overwhelming, especially when we need to find trustworthy information for assignments. Because of this, students need good digital skills to focus and choose the right sources.



 Key opportunity for students
One big opportunity for students in the digital era is easy access to information. With laptops or phones, we can quickly find videos, articles, and online tools that help us understand difficult topics. This saves a lot of time, because we do not need to visit a library every day and search through many books. For university students, this is especially helpful when we are studying  in a second language, because we can use translation tools, subtitles, or online examples to support our learning.
Digital tools also give students more flexibility. We can study at our own place, rewatch lessons, or use apps that explain things in simpler ways.  We can also use apps to organize our day, save time, save notes, or set reminders for assignments. This makes studying less stressful, because everything is in one place and easier to manage.

 Planning your report
In my main report, I will focus on the main question by writing about both the challenges and the opportunities of digital learning. First, I will write a short introduction about why digital tools are important for students today. Then I will explain the main problems, and after that, I will write about the benefits, such as fast access to resources and helpful online tools. I will use the BBC article as my main reference and add a few smaller sources. At the end, I will explain how students can adapt and use technology in a smart way.











                Component 2: main report
                          Introduction
Today, many students study in a digital world where technology is part of almost everything. Digital tools can save a lot of time and make learning easier, especially at university, where we often need to research, write assignments, and complete many online tasks. For me, digital learning is helpful because English is not my first language. When I study at home, I can use translation tools and online resources to understand things better and express my ideas more clearly.
However, the digital era also creates problems. The BBC article I researched shows that not every student has access to good internet or a laptop. This issue affects not only children but also university students. Some people cannot afford digital devices, and some of us, including me, were never taught how to use tools like Word or online platforms when we were younger. Because of this, digital learning can sometimes feel difficult, confusing, or overwhelming. In this report, I will look at both the challenges and opportunities of digital learning and explain how students can adapt and use technology in a smart and balanced way.
Challenges for Students in the Digital Era
One big challenge for students today is staying focused when we study online. There are so many apps, messages, and websites that can distract us very quickly. Even at university, it is easy to open other tabs or check our phone, so concentrating for a long time can be difficult. Because we study on laptops and phones, the distractions are always there.
Another problem is that there is too much information on the internet. It is hard to know which websites true and which ones are low quality. When we write assignments, we need good and reliable information, but this is not always easy to find. This can make research stressful and slow.
The digital divide is also a big issue, as the BBC article explained. Not every student has a good laptop or fast Wi-Fi. Dominic Walker (2025), writing for Jisc, found that 34% of students had learning problems because they did not have a suitable device. This shows that many students still struggle with access.
Walker (2025) also wrote that 24% of students need more specialist software, which means that even if they have a device, it might not be enough for their course. Some students, like me, did not learn digital skills when we were younger, so simple tasks can take much longer. These examples show that digital learning is not always easy, and many students need more help with technology. 

Opportunities for Students in the Digital Era
One big opportunity for students in the digital era is the easy access to information. When we do not understand something, we can quickly search online or watch a short video that explains it in a simple way. This saves a lot of time. I remember when I was younger and my mum was studying at university, we had to go to the library almost every day and spent there many hours, so she could find the information she needed. Now we can find most things online in a few seconds, which makes learning much easier.
 For me, digital learning is especially useful because English is not my first language. At home, I can use translation tools and online examples to understand things better and write my ideas more clearly.
Digital learning also gives students more flexibility. We can study at our own pace, rewatch lessons, and organize our work with calendars, notes, and reminders. According to Walker (2025) writing for Jisc, 86% of students rated their digital learning environment as above average, which shows that many learners enjoy using digital tools.
Overall, digital learning can make studying easier, more comfortable, and more personalized.
How Students Can Adapt 
One way for students to succeed in the digital era is to build good digital habits. This means choosing a quiet place to study, turning off notifications, and planning study times. The BBC article I used earlier said that some families “cannot afford good broadband or devices”, so it is important for students to use what they have in the best way and stay organized.
Students also need to learn basic digital skills. This includes finding reliable information online and using university platforms with confidence. Li et al. (2023) found that students who adapt well to online learning feel more satisfied and are more likely to continue using digital tools. This shows that good digital skills can make studying easier.
 
It also helps when students use online tools smartly. For example, rewatching lessons, using online calendars for deadlines, and using translation or note-taking apps can save time and make studying clearer.
 
Finally, students should ask for help when they need it. Universities offer support with technology, writing, and study skills. By learning good habits and using the support available, students can succeed even in a fast and changing digital world

Conclusion
In conclusion, the digital era gives students both challenges and opportunities. Many struggles with distractions, unreliable information, and a lack of devices, as shown in the BBC article and other research. At the same time, digital tools can make learning easier by giving fast access to information and more flexible ways to study. Students can succeed by building good study habits, improving their digital skills, and using the support offered by universities. Overall, technology can be very helpful in education when it is used in a smart and balanced way.
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Research: How [
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l used a BBC News article about the digital divide

as my main source.
lalso used Jics and academic sources.

| chose it because it is clear, and talks about real

problems students face.

| chose these sources because they are reliable
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Planning and
Writing My Report

Translation tools helped me understand sources

better because English is not my first language
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My report explores the challenges and
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tools, and how digital learning can help or make
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organized way.
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Challenges and
Successes

The biggest challenge was writing about complex

topics in English and organizing my ideas clearly.

Another challenge was finding trustworthy

information among many online sources.

| overcame these by taking notes, re-reading

sources, and using translation tools.

I am most proud of how | connected my own

experiences with the research.




image6.png
Looking
Forward

Next time, | will try to start the research earlier, so |

have more time to choose the best sources.

I will continue using digital tools like translators

because they helped a lot.

I will also continue using the printed guide
Scott gave me, because it helped me understand
the structure clearly. It will be a useful template

for my future assignments.




