
Academic Interview Dissertation

1. Why is your chosen area worthy of research? Explain the rationale for your topic.


My chosen topic of cross-curricular learning through the use of technology, is one that is constantly updating, as technology itself is constantly updating, and as Professor Graham Donaldson stated in his report Successful Futures (2015) that technology is developing quickly and with this development jobs are also evolving. This may even include the way teachers teach in the classroom, or impact children’s future as their future may include jobs that don’t currently exist. 

Additionally to this cross-curricular education is something that is appearing in curriculums across the globe. Such as The Australian F1 curriculum (2019), this curriculum takes on a cross-curricular approach in multiple aspects of their curriculum, such numeracy, literacy and digital literacy. This is very similar to the latest approach in The Curriculum for Wales 2022, as they have decided to take inspiration from Donaldson’s report, and taken the cross-curricular route, before this the Welsh Government had already released a Literacy and Numeracy Framework and the Digital Competence Framework in 2008. Show how schools across the globe are starting to use the cross-curricular approach.

Finally since the beginning of the use of technology people have been aware of both its dangers and its advantage. For example Gunter and McAleer reported in 1977 that when technology such as a television program is used for educational purposes rather than educational, children need to have an interest in the topic for any learning to take place. But now we understand greater dangers of technology such as cyberbullying and children seeing violence through the media. Also according Eren (2002) technology can be harmful to our environment but can also help reduce waste by using digitally sourced resources rather than paper based.

Therefore my topic is relevant as it is always developing, therefore schools need to adapt and adjust their curriculum to suit a cross-curricular approach that can highlight both the positive and negative issues surrounding technology.





2. Summarise your findings.

To summarise, my findings I discovered technology can be used effectively when considering a cross-curricular approach. But technology can create many dangers, especially for children, these dangers can pose a risk as they can harm a child emotionally and play a role in a child’s behaviour. We know this as Sue Palmer states in her book Toxic Childhood (2015), that children are exposed to violent images through the media, therefore when considering B.F Skinner’s behaviourism theory of that children learn new behaviours through copying others shows that the media can cause issues surrounding behaviourism, a way to tackle this is through educating children, teachers and parents on the dangers of technology therefore they are aware of how to prevent dangers before they occur. On the other hand technology can be used in the classroom to help improve and track student’s behaviour with software such as ClassDojo (2020). This software plays a role when considering B.F Skinner’s reward and consequence theory as it gives and deduct points for certain behaviours and children’s behaviour can be impacted when children are rewarded for good behaviour, and understand there are consequences for bad behaviour. I have also learnt from my research that for any teaching approach to be successful teachers not only need to appropriate training they also need to have passion about what they are teaching (Hayes 2010), additionally to this for ICT and technology to be a successful classroom recourse, schools need the appropriate hardware and software (Estyn 2018), therefore without the relevant resources, training and passion teaching children using technology as a cross-curricular approach will not be successful.   
3. a)If you were required to carry out primary research on your topic, what methodology would you have used? Why?

If I was to consider using primary research on my chosen topic, I would firstly have to consider what schools are already using a cross-curricular approach. I believe one methodology I would use is face-to-face and video interviews with educators who have had experience surrounding cross-curricular education and technology. By using an interview method rather than a questionnaire I would be able to get a detailed answer and would be able to enquire further on any of the points the interviewee raises. The advantage of using a video calling software to conduct the interviews is that neither the interviewee or I would have to travel to communicate, this would also allow for interviews to be conducted overseas to get a wider range or opinions on the topic 

b) What would have been your ethical considerations?

Firstly I would refer to the BERA guidelines (2018) for ethical considerations and advice.

 To conduct any interview I must ensure that the interviewee is happy to be interviewed and has voluntary consented to the interview process and I would also make the interviewee aware that the interview can terminate at any time if they wish, and that they are also able to withdraw their consent for the research. I will also make the interviewee aware of the purpose of my study.

If interviews are conducted with anyone overseas I would ensure that I have a respect for the participant’s culture, and contact any authorities that may need to be involved to get the appropriate consent for the study.

Before even considering interviewing anyone I would ensure the planned interview do not ask for excessive demands for either myself or the participant, and I would also consider any risks to myself or the interviewee before conducting each interview.

I would also ensure participants are protected when conducting any interviews by keeping their answers as anonymous. This will allow for data protection to be considered.  
 
4. What are the strengths and weaknesses of your study?

My main strength of this study was the fact I already had some previous knowledge on my chosen topic. This allowed me to plan out my study before doing any extensive research. This resulted in a shorter planning time therefore allowing me to focus and fine tune anything important before beginning my writing.

Unfortunately during my study a virus named COVID-19 became apparent in the United Kingdom therefore the Government decided to put the country into lockdown, and therefore the university made the decision to close. To me personally this caused me to put most of my university work on hold, as I was advised to move out of university halls accommodation, therefore I had to unexpectedly find accommodation elsewhere to be able to continue with my study, in a safe and healthy environment. Additionally, the university decided to close the library, therefore reduced the amount of literacy resources I had available, in turn limiting my research, especially when considering theorists that link to my chosen topic.

Although face-to-face learning and tutoring had stopped due to COVID-19, I believe one strength was the open communication that was available between myself and my tutor. This meant that I was able to ask for advice when I needed this, additionally to having an open line of communication with my tutor, I felt that being able to discuss my topic with my peers allowed me to gain a better understanding of my own thought processes. By doing this I was able to extend my research further and was able to be critical of my own thoughts. 
	
I feel that personally another one of my weaknesses was time management. Although I was able to produce a final draft for my dissertation on time, I feel that I could have used my time more efficiently during my research process, and although I had previous knowledge on my topic of choice, I still feel my research time could have been used more effectively and in turn would have allowed me to become more critical within my work.
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