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	Please state the main research question(s) or hypotheses(s): (100 words max)

1. Does experiencing a positive or negative emotion influence attention and decision-making towards stimuli conveying that emotion?
2. If so, does this differ in terms of speed and accuracy depending on the emotional valence (positive vs. negative)? 

Hypothesis:

· Participants induced into experiencing either a positive or negative emotional state will perform better, in terms of speed and accuracy, at detecting stimuli of the corresponding emotional state.





	Background: 250 words 

Why is your study important? What theory and empirical research evidence supports your research question? What methodological approach do you wish to take and why?  

Emotion effects people differently as it is a subjective experience. It can affect people’s perception and how they see the world (Deonna, 2005). It can also be argued that depending on our emotional state, those emotions can influence our attention to the environment and subsequent actions (Zadra et al., 2011). Therefore, it is also important to investigate whether emotional experiences can influence our attention to detecting emotional stimuli in the environment, as this may result in further motivation to react on that emotion, which has the possibility to negatively affect our environment.
Research by Niedenthal et al. (2010) found that induced states of happiness and sadness influenced early information processing stages by facilitating lexical-decision making and word-naming of happy and sad related words, respectively. Additionally, research by Baumann et al. (2010) tested whether emotional experience influenced object recognition of threatening and neutral objects, within a short time frame. The results found that people experiencing anger were much more likely to misinterpret the neutral object as threating. From this it can be suggested that negative emotion can have a negative influence on emotion related attention and detection. 
To create a study to test the research question, I wish to use a quantitative between-subject experiment approach that consists of three sections, inducing emotion through music, affect questionnaire, and Superlab emotion detection task. One group of participants will listen to happy pop music while the other will listen to heavy rock music. Different music genres can influence a person’s emotion (Palazzi et al., 2018). The Positive and Negative Affect Schedule (PANAS, Watson et al., 1988) will also be administered following the music, the assess emotional experience from subjective enjoyment of the music genre (Chang, 2020). The emotion detection task will capture speed and accuracy of responding to a series of randomised positive and negative facial expressions, based on Ekman’s universal facial expressions (Ekman, 1994). 
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