Introduction
During this debate I and Courtney will be arguing for and against global taxation in Wales. We will also cover the political and economic factors that have impacted positively and negatively against Wales. 
Against
1. If a tourism tax was to be introduced to Wales, not only would visitors need to pay, the people living in Wales would also need to pay, according to the Welsh government (Williams, 2022).

2. Having tourism tax in Wales will deter visitors rather than encouraging them to visit. According to the Senedd member Tom Giffard, visitors will be spending an extra £75 a week on visitor levies if they come to Wales (Forgrave 2022).

3. There will be an impact on businesses and jobs as it will drive people to rival destinations that do not have the tourism levy. Businesses are only now recovering from the pandemic, why should we put more pressure on them? A statement given by the Welsh conservatives has stated that a tourism tax in Wales will be an act of economic self-harm and it will be 200,000 jobs at risk (Hughes 2022).

4. Holidaymakers visiting Wales already bring additional money for local areas, why do we need more?

5. Chair of Wales Tourism Alliance Suzy Davies has said that all tourism tax countries have much lower rates of VAT for tourism products. People may not be willing to pay 20% VAT plus tourism tax (Hughes 2022).

6. Many countries use tourism tax to tackle over-tourism, Wales doesn’t suffer from this. Tom Giffard states that Venice had introduced a visitor levy to stop tourists from visiting as they were worried about visitor numbers.

7. According to a survey, 3 in 5 people in the UK have taken a short break in Wales and intend to do so again. Those surveyed ranked value for money the main reason to visit (Giffard 2022).

8. Many say that the tourism tax would be used to improve the destination such as public infrastructure. But councils have stated that the proceeds are likely to get used by councils to fund programmes such as free school meals. We are thinking of taxing one of our most valued industries (Forgrave 2022).

9. [bookmark: _Int_w2VJcofU]A tourism tax will cost businesses additional charges. If the taxes are collected from accommodation providers, they would be paying credit card commission and Online Travel Agency (OTA) commission on two taxes. It is stated by the Scottish tourism alliance that the rising costs of doing business remains the number one concern of tourism business in Scotland (Scottish Tourism Alliance, 2019).

10. Study of Tourism Demand in UK (2007) shows that a 1% increase in UK prices or relative exchange rates would lead to a 0.61% fall in tourism expenditure. This will negatively affect businesses that rely on income from tourists (Scottish Tourism Alliance, 2019).
11. There are many countries that charge a tourism tax for the wrong reasons. Bhutan has the intention of limiting visitors. It shows that the tax is used to stop visitors rather than encourage. Wales doesn’t suffer from over tourism, and it is an important sector in the Welsh economy. We should be encouraging tourists to visit (Forgrave 2022).


Conclusion
[bookmark: _Int_KjTOR66T]With the points we have given we hope that you have come to a conclusion on whether tourism taxation should be brought to Wales. As stated by Sav a tourism taxation can ease pressure on tourism communities and help pay for additional services. However, people visiting Wales already bring in a huge amount of money, we don’t need to tax them. 
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