
Living in the 
Ituri Rainforest



Location:  Congo, Central Africa and 
Cameroon, West Africa



The Mbuti 
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•



The Mbuti, and other similar groups in 
the forest, have lived in the area f or 
approx. 3000 years.

The remaining forest is  now 
surrounded by farming  Bantu 
neighbours who immigrated into the 
area more recently, and who are cutting 
down the forest to sell for timber.

According to Turnbull, the Mbuti say 
they ridicule, trick and tease  the Bantu 
relentlessly.

Other accounts suggest that the Bantu 
use the Mbuti and the Baka for cheap 
labour. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/African_Pygmies#/media/File:Comparrison_and_differanc

es_of_size_and_hight_between_the_Wellcome_L0034845.jpg

A picture of a group of adults 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/African_Pygmies
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Seeing the world 
through the eyes of the 

Mbuti (and Baka)



Turnbull’s 
work
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Using Turnbull’s ideas, Mosko (1987) 
analyses Mbuti language to understand 
how the Mbuti conceive of their world. 
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As the forest is 
gender mobile, 
so are people.
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Rules that apply to who is kin 
present as fluid/interchangable

Image: By Max Chiswick - Own work, CC BY-SA 4.0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=44327234



Discord, music 
and noise in a 

spherical world 



The importance of 
the ‘sphere’ and how 
this connects to the  
forest 



Children, smaller people 
- The Bopi
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Image: https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Aka_people#/media/File:BaAka_girl_playing_in_the_forest.jpg

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Aka_people


Hunting practice 
and the role of 

children  



The meat myth in 
Turnbull (1983). 
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Being with the 
Forest





Understanding how the forest acts 
on you, according to Devin.

http://www.luisdevin.com/books/the-forest-
has-you/

http://www.luisdevin.com/books/the-forest-has-you/
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Turnbull back in the day 
and key texts


