OBSERVATION / FIELD NOTES

Record 1
	Date and time, year group: Year 4 


	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context

The observation took place in a primary school setting in a year 4 classroom. The subject was lanaguage and literacy and it was a whole class task. The layout of the class was split into five tables that were all set out in ability levels. The higher ability were at the back of the class and the lower ability were placed at the front. The class contained thirty children. There was one teacher and one support staff that was there for one student in the class. 






	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident(the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)

The learners had to write on their own whiteboards what they thought about a picture provided on the main board. Once they had wrote their ideas the teacher asked for some learners to feedback their ideas. Once the teacher asked for answers the learners put their hands up to show they wanted to provide their answer. The teacher asked a few students, but the same hands came up every time. The learners that did not put their hands up were very quiet during the task and avoiding getting involved. They avoided eye contact with the teacher and looked very uncomfortable with the discussion part of the task. The other learners that continued to answer enjoyed providing their ideas and were eager to provide their feedback to the teacher. Some answers provided lead to further questioning from the teacher which was answered sometimes by the same learners, or he picked someone different to provide one. 








	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?

· Confidence issues regarding self-esteem
· Social learning theory can be looked at as it was a disscusion based task
· More knowledgable other providing anwsers for the other learners to listen too
· learners listening to the other learners anwsers could be viewed as models . These can provide less able learners with a posititve role model to what type of anwsers the teacher is looking for and also show the postitve reinforcments that come with that.
· Posititve reinforcement is also used by the teacher as he provides feedback to anwsers by saying good effort and good try. 
· Zone of proximal development with scaffolding. The teacher provides different scaffolds to the learners providing further questioning for them to build on their anwsers. 









	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)


· A busy environment lots of noise as learners were excited to participate. Soome of the learners were really excited to get involved the other learners seemed uncomfortable with the task being set. 





















