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This book aims to combine discussions of religion and the origin and development of ideas within the discipline of Anthropology of religion.  Each chapter draws on central theoretical ideas of Anthropology of religion and illustrates them with specific case studies. Each chapter is influenced by the work of specific Anthropologists, philosophers and sociologists. Chapter two, for example, considers the body as symbol, and Chapter three looks at maintaining and transforming boundaries, focusing on symbolism, embodiment, politics and gender, the chapters using the sociological influence of Durkheim and Mary Douglas. Fiona Bowie’s main concept of the book is to critically view the available information, bringing more focus to different aspects of anthropology than just reading and field work; she also questions peoples’ assumptions and this makes the reader more self-aware of the questions they should be asking. She also self-evaluates her own points, providing a good example to the reader.
This book was first published in 2000 and then reprinted again later that year. It was written by Fiona Bowie, a senior lecturer in Anthropology and Religious Studies at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David. The book was first published in the UK with a total of 284 pages, including the index. This is one of many books that Fiona Bowie has written on spirituality and anthropology of religion, which suggests that the work is both relatively up to date and accurate. There are eight chapters in this book and all cover topics of relevance to the anthropology of religion, with topics including: sex, gender and the sacred (chapter four) to witchcraft and the evil eye (chapter eight). Each chapter is filled with small sub chapters, under sub headings and the book itself covers a vast amount of topics and debates. This particular book was aimed mainly at fellow scholars of anthropology of religion but also at those members of the general public who aspire to better their understanding of this topic. For this reason, I think the book meets its target audience as it has served its purpose by expanding my own view substantially on multiple topics within the field of anthropology of religion. I would highly recommend this book to fellow students studying anthropology or to those who simply want to question why?
The title of the book ‘Anthropology of Religion’ perfectly describes what the book is about, it is about how and why people have religion, the different aspects of religion and the difference in the more common mainstream religions as well as those that are not so well known. The main focus of the book is about how religion affects people and how people interact with religion. Throughout the book Bowie uses chapter introductions and summaries for each chapter, with each introduction giving the reader an idea of what the chapter will bring and the summaries conclude the content. In chapter two for example, in the introduction, Bowie introduces the focus of the whole chapter, (the body as symbol) but she first introduces the anthropologists or scholars whose ideas will be developed later. In chapter two, for example, she talks about the ideas of Mary Douglas being ‘a vehicle for symbolising society’. Throughout the book Bowie uses several fellow academics’ work and ideas to start her chapters, presenting their ideas as the foundations for her own points. She then builds on these points herself, rather than making her own points first and then supporting her ideas with the work of other academics. This is not plagiarism, but it is a less conventional order than is usually presented. Furthermore, placed throughout the book are a number of grey boxes that contain information on the scholars and academics to whom she is referring. For example in chapter two, after referring to Mary Douglas in the introduction of the chapter, there is a grey box with information displaying where Douglas was born, studied , and what her main theories were. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Overall the main ideas in the book are well presented, and offer many different points of view. The end of each chapter displays an excellent learning point and conclusion for each topic, whether this is for Shamanism in chapter seven or Witchcraft and the evil eye in chapter eight, supported by the work of Evans-Pritchard. In chapter five, Religion, Culture and Environment, Bowie explores the idea that we ‘do not however experience the world passively’, and this shows that a person’s perspective and background in the relationship between religion, culture and the environment allows for a number of different points of view. Looking at the cosmology, mythology and history or well know religions and practices, Bowie investigates the idea of totemism, out lining that this is ‘any situation in which a special relationship was thought to exist between a social group and one or more classes of material objects, specifically animals or plants’ (Morris, 1987, p.270, cited in Bowie p.138). Bowie also looks into the ideas of Claude Levi-Strauss and how he inverted this idea of totemisim, suggesting that it should be viewed as a form of religion, holding it to be within the same calibre as the Christian faith and Jewish faiths, which at his time were the dominating religion. Bowie also talks about how in particular sex- role patterns have a role in social structure and are derived from different environments. She considers the impact of this on the mythology of a certain society. This chapter considers various types of cosmology within both large and small scale communities, enquiring into their relationship with their environments and how this has an impact on their beliefs. 
Overall, I feel that the points she is making throughout the book are well supported and some are even self-critiqued, revealing ongoing analysis. Bowie he makes a number of good points on topics both known and new to the reader, one example that has interested this author in particular being witchcraft, referring to Evans-Pritchard and his work in that field. 
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