This paper will evaluate an approach which supports the development of the oracy across the curriculum strand of the Literacy and Numeracy framework (LNF) (2013) for foundation phase. The national curriculum was brought into effect in Wales during the 1988 Education Reform Act. This is a statutory framework that all educators should support whilst planning their lessons. This was introduced in a bid to try and improve education and teaching methods in the United Kingdom. (Welsh Assembly Government, 2008). The LNF is an aid, referred to by educators to assist them in planning their lessons. It became a statutory curriculum requirement in September 2013 (Welsh Government, 2014). Literacy and Numeracy has become a big focus in the current curriculum as they are important skills that are used in everyday life and are needed in order to gain access to a wider curriculum. ‘Literacy is not just the single subject of English or Welsh, but is a group of competencies, which children acquire in all of the curriculum (Estyn, 2011). Literacy is traditionally described as the ability to read and write. It has later been developed and it now has a much broader meaning. The Scottish Government (2009) defines literacy as:
The set of skills that allows an individual to engage fully in society and in learning through the different forms of language, and the range of texts, which society values and finds useful.
Literacy is also defined as ‘a continuously developing set of practices’ (Katherine and Frankel, 2016, p. 7). These include the three strands of oracy, reading and writing. This paper will focus mostly on the strand that supports oracy and evaluate the importance of applying this strand to an approach used in schools whereby children use their skill of communication to support their written work. 


The aim was to create a broadly-based curriculum that: ‘prepares pupils for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of adult life’ (Welsh Assembly Government, 2008, p.2). As a result of this, in 2008, the skills framework for three to nineteen-year-olds was published in Wales. This was devised in order to ‘provide guidance about continuity and progression in thinking, communication, ICT and number for learners’ (Welsh Assembly Government, 2008, p. 4). These skills could be used for their school work, at home and will enable them to transfer these skills to their future work place. They were embedded into each lesson plan and used across the curriculum. However, it was criticised by Estyn as;
not being used effectively to embed such skills within teaching across the curriculum and therefore as not being influential enough. (National Assembly for Wales, 2013).  

Following this in 2010, Leighton Andrews introduced three key priorities in schools across Wales. These were literacy, numeracy and tackling disadvantage.  This is significant because 1 in 3 children in Wales live in poverty (Save the Children, 2019) and Wales is said to have the ‘worst child poverty in the UK’ (Poverty and Social Exclusion, 2019). Poverty and deprivation impact on a children literacy and numeracy skills. Poverty in early childhood can also affect adult attainment, behaviour, and health (Duncan and Ziol-Guest, 2010, p. 306) thus tackling the issue in the early stages of the child’s life, it will minimise the negative effects. 

In 2009, the international Pisa tests found that Wales’ performance indicated a deterioration in the three arears of reading, mathematics and science. The results were described as ‘a wakeup call to a complacent system‟ by the Minister (National Assembly for Wales, 2013). The United Kingdom has historically ranked badly, Wales particularly badly when compared to Scotland, Northern Ireland and England (Welsh Assembly Government, 2017). Concerns were raised for pupils aged five to fourteen that they were falling behind (BBC, 2015). In response to this, the LNF was introduced to replace the existing literacy and numeracy elements of the skills framework (2008). Unlike the 2008 skills framework, the 2013 LNF is a statutory curriculum requirement and is considered ‘a key element of delivering the literacy and numeracy programmes’ (National Assembly for Wales, 2013, p. 1). The LNF is made up of the components of literacy and numeracy and its broken into seven strands. Three of these strands support the literacy component, these are; oracy across the curriculum, reading across the curriculum, writing across the curriculum as well as the remaining four strands that support numeracy; developing numerical reasoning, using number skills, using measuring skills, using data skills. (LNF, 2013). These are further broken down into elements with detailed description of what each year group should be able to demonstrate during the lessons. By using this planning document, it ensures that all relevant outcomes are being worked towards, however it could be argued that it is presented as a ‘one size fits all’ approach. Each child is different, and adaption is needed in order to benefit the child by learning at the correct level (UNICEF, 2001). Learners' achievement and enjoyment of all subjects are likely to be enhanced if they are confident and competent in their literacy skills (Welsh Government, 2010, p.3). Even though the government are strategizing how to improve the outcome of Wales’ Pisa results, it also needs to be questioned whether it may not be a bad thing that the country is not one of the top scorers. Pisa reflects how well a country has performed academically but does not consider the fact that Wales as a country tend to use the approach of ‘educating the whole child’ which includes social and emotional well-being. It could be argued that the top scorers such as China are teaching children just for the results which only develops their academia, not their social characteristics. (Welsh Assembly Government, 2017). 


Talk for Writing is one of the many effective approaches to support the development of children’s ability to read and write independently. It was developed by Corbett (2007) who believed that you cannot write sentences unless you can say them, and you cannot say them unless you have heard them. The ability to speak is considered biological, it’s a natural skill we learn through development during the early stages of life, however the skill of writing is constructed. There are three steps to this method; imitation, innovation and independent application. The teacher begins with a creative way to ‘hook’ the child, which engages them using a sense of enjoyment, audience and purpose (Talk for Writing, 2019). They also build up a bank of stories and non-fiction texts that they know orally so that they can discuss with their peers and relay fluently. ‘All of this first phase is underpinned by rehearsing key spellings and grammatical patterns’ (Talk for Writing, 2019). The next step is the innovation stage; when students are familiar with the text the teacher set and uses the language they now know fluently to create their own version of the story they wish to make. When a child gets to know a story through the imitation stage, it is then used through the innovation stage where they start to manipulate and change elements such as the characters or the setting. This then allows them to achieve the end product which is demonstrated through the independent application and invention. Corbett (2017) explains that a child cannot create something out of nothing, therefore by using the two previous steps, it provides the inspiration behind the child’s creativity. 
Reading and writing are deeply linked to talking. This is supported by Vygotsky (1978) who believes that ‘real concepts are impossible without words.’ 

Talking is beneficial to both the learner and the teacher, however it needs to be structured in order for it to be effective. Mercer (2007) agrees that children need to talk more. According to Mercer and Littleton (2007, p. 6); 
exploratory talk is seen as beneficial because of its collaborative quality it involves partners in a purposeful, critical and constructive engagement with each other’s ideas.
Instead of the educator prompting and asking the most reliable child in the classroom to give an answer, Mercer (2000) believes that these sorts of interactions can be very disheartening for the other children. Alexander (2004) argues that ‘children need to talk, and to experience a rich diet of spoken language, in order to think and to learn.’ In 2001, he found that the most amount of talking came from the class teacher which limits the learner’s opportunity to express their ideas. (Harrison, n.d). The freedom to talk particularly with other about a specific idea has an important role in learning (Alexander, 2004). As a result of these theories, all schools should ensure that from Early Years Foundation Stage onwards, pupils are actively encouraged to ask questions, hypothesise and share their ideas, and that these skills extend into their writing (OFSTED, 2010). Bloom’s taxonomy (2001) is a cognitive model used to explore which level a learner is at. This is determined by how good their understanding of the topic is and helps to build competence. It is made up of six tiers; knowledge, comprehension, application, analysis, synthesis, and evaluation. When learning something new, the child starts on the bottom tier. The theory is the more understanding and knowledge of the subject, the higher up they will get through the tiers.


[bookmark: _GoBack]In his Successful Futures report, Donaldson (2015) reported that;
competence in literacy, including competence in the spoken word, syntax and spelling, is essential for learning across the curriculum. 
He believes that every child and young person need every opportunity to explore, explain think and discuss ideas whilst using language skills at the appropriate level and that the ‘LNF provides guidance about a common approach to the reinforcement of such skills at different developmental stages’ (Donaldson, 2015). This is also highlighted in his new curriculum, containing the six arears of learning; one of which focuses on literacy. Literacy and Numeracy will remain to be one of the core cross curricular competencies in the new curriculum. Despite mixed feelings about national tests, according to the Welsh Assembly Government (2017) one of the key actions is to; improve the proportion of top-performing learners in PISA, by addressing the relatively low proportion reaching the highest levels. Thus, concluding that national testing does not seem to be stopping any time soon. The current national curriculum prepares children really well for the things we want them to do, however what the curriculum wants is not the same as what Pisa is asking. Following this conclusion, Donaldson is ensuring that his new curriculum will not only include more opportunities for children to learn general social competencies but will also continue to educate the whole child and achieve the best out of the children’s academia.  
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