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Introduction.
Throughout history, the greatest thinkers and insights have always moulded the direction of societies and cultures, with an indelible effect through the disciplines discovered within Religion, Philosophy and Ethics. Therefore, the development and direction of these spheres and their relationship with the humanities are essential for understanding humanity and society in the present and for the invaluable task of predicting insights into future thought and behaviour. Religion: the belief in and worship of a god or gods, or any such system of belief and worship. #1. Philosophy: the use of reason in understanding such things as the nature of the real world and existence, the use and limits of knowledge, and the principles of moral judgment. #2. And Ethics: the study of what is morally right and what is not. #3. These definitions outline the importance and relevance that these realms command in the understanding of the human experience. As we consider these issues afresh for our generation, our insights and names can follow the greats as we declare the experience of living in this present time, rising to the challenge of Vossius, who said, ‘after me there will be others, and again others, who will do it better than me.’ #4.
The Nature of Religion, Philosophy and Ethics.
The nature of Religion has been defined as a “unified system of beliefs and practices relative to sacred things.” #5. Comprising of a collection of belief systems, cultural systems and worldviews, these attributes relate humanity to spirituality and moral values, along with various traditions, symbols and sacred histories that give a deeper meaning to life. Gerardus Vossius, the Dutch classical scholar, was the first European to recognise religion as not only dogmatic but as a force of empirical, scientific, and historical perspective.” #6. “Religion is a force of belief cleansing the inward parts; for this reason, the primary religious virtue is sincerity, a penetrating sincerity. A religion on its doctrinal side, can thus be defined as a system of general truths which have the effect of transforming character when they are sincerely held and vividly apprehended” #7. Most religions adhere to strict values that have inspired the domain of ethics and morality to consider their effect on human behaviour deeply.
The nature of Philosophy “aims to achieve theoretical understanding of basic structural concepts like identity, truth, existence, and space, which humans possess practical mastery of but lack theoretical insight into.” #8. With a special focus on knowledge, reality, and values. The foundational core branches of philosophy are Epistemology, or “the theory of knowledge,” is concerned with how we know what we know, and what justifies us in believing what we believe. #9. Metaphysics is the part of philosophy that is about understanding existence and knowledge. #10. Ethics is the discipline that attempts to clarify issues of right and wrong. #11. Aesthetics is the formal study of the principles of art and beauty. #12. Logic can be identified as the study of inferences and inferential relations. #13. Axiology is defined as the doctrine of values. #14. Political philosophy raises important questions about the impact of current political theory. #15.
The nature of Ethics can be classed as the study of what is morally right and wrong, or a set of beliefs about what is morally right and wrong. #16. The focus is on values held by individuals and within groups or societies. It is one of the more practical studies that becomes real to the individual scholar. There is a responsibility within the discipline to attain and consistently practice the values. There is an inner satisfaction that relates to feelings when “one's choices, actions, and whole way of life will be known by oneself to be good and worthwhile” #17. Therefore, it is not only a descriptive knowledge of human nature, but there is a very practical aspect and the primary objective that will control your choices, actions, and conduct, bringing responsibility to oneself. Finnis, quoting Aristotle, says, “in order to conduct one's life rightly, reasonably, in the fullest sense ‘well.’ #18.

The Development and Direction of R.P.E.
The journey so far of humans' quest to make sense of existence, morality and the divine begins with these three components, deeply intertwined in a quest for truth and understanding that can only begin with the communication process itself. To be able to attribute some kind of timing to this process, we would have to consider the early forms of literature that we collectively have available. The early foundations in the study of the stars and the cosmos developed into ancient manuscripts that have since been discovered and instruct us about these earlier periods. Cave paintings and archaeological findings cannot tell us as to when systematic critical thinking began yet art history may give us clues, until the discovery of such literature that enlightens us about that journey, like the Hebrew fragments of the Torah dated between 1200 BC and 1000 BC. This is a convincing aspect that Religion alone was sufficient to regulate morality, answer all philosophical questions and provide the values for law and order within societies. This gives credence to the issue that the critical, in critical thinking was born out of a determination to criticise religion, thus setting humanity free from being subject to its dominion, practices, or morality. Morality was certainly shifting as humanity was elevating itself towards assuming the role of a self-governing deity, as religion was losing its credibility with every enlightened attack of modern science and modern thinking. This liberty was gladly accepted along with many theses containing faltering data, extreme probabilities and the absence of verified facts or a grounding in objective truth. The result was secularisation, with an existentialist view that humans must forge their own meaning and ethics in a universe without inherent cosmic purpose. More recently, modern religious persistence, within contemporary research, finds ample evidence of religion's major role in society, culture, and politics, especially with increasing piety and religious revivalism accompanying urbanisation in the developing world. #19. The direction of the future synthesis between Religion and Philosophy is uncompromising in the Bible it comes with an essential entry gate, Proverbs 9:10 (NIV): "The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and knowledge of the Holy One is understanding." #20. The Hebrew word here for beginning is (Reshith), meaning foundation or essential entry gate. Fear may be interpreted as horrified dread, but the actual word in Hebrew is (Yirah), and denotes a deep reverence, awe, and respect. The word in Hebrew here for wisdom (Chokmah) is the skill of living life well and making righteous moral choices. Proverbs 1:7 (NIV): "The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge, but fools despise wisdom and instruction." #21. 
R.P.E. and its relationship with the humanities.
Languages, literature, pieces of music, manuscripts, art, sculptures, literary works, plays, poems, grammar books and paintings can all reflect facets of humanity and can be included in the study of the humanities; the legacies that have been left behind can remind us that there are “multiple layers of reality” #22. and that we should never take things at face value, and to remember that “the future does not always resemble the past.” #23. Religion throughout history was always a stand-alone discipline with storytelling, narrative, and human witness testimony before the arrival of literacy. Parchments of the writings of Moses were discovered earlier, but the major find was the Dead Sea Scrolls. Since their earliest discovery in 1947, the Scrolls have been the object of fascination. Philosophy comes from the Greek (Philo), meaning love, and (Sophia), meaning wisdom or knowledge. #24. Widely scrutinised have been the works of Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle; in “The Apology’ (Plato 1942), Plato cites Socrates as declaring that “the unexamined life is not worth living”, whereas the "examined" life is one in which individuals are engaged in self-reflection (of ideas, beliefs, and so on) and critical thinking endeavours.” #25. Therefore, there is no clearer indication that philosophy and its inclusion within the humanities is justified as one of “the disciplines that study the products of the human mind” #26. Ethics can be classed as a moral compass, a code of professional conduct or the application of conscience. Ethics assesses what is right and wrong according to the values and norms of society. Right back in the beginning, religion addresses this issue in the Garden of Eden, when Eve is tempted to eat the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. “For God knows that when you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” #27. This is the earliest historical record of the working of the conscience. “Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized they were naked; so, they sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for themselves.” #28. This display of feelings is associated with shame and guilt and is a qualifying example of why ethics belongs within the study of the humanities, on the basis that integrity enriches the mind and can be extremely detrimental to the human psyche if the core values are breached.
Challenges and Criticisms.
“Though not well-known within the Western academy, Watchman Nee (1903–1972) offers a robust, pneumatologically-governed hermeneutic that merits serious scholarly consideration within the burgeoning line of inquiry into the theological interpretation of Scripture (TIS). Positioned at the intersection of postliberal theology patristic retrieval, and global Christianity, Nee’s interpretive methodology emerges as a sustained retrieval of pre-critical exegesis that is grounded in testament unity and figural exegesis.” #29. The challenge will always be the demarcation within the humanities and sciences that the human is a tripartite being, and not merely a bipartite being of body and mind, but that there is a third spiritual element to his make-up. Nee bases his core anthropological view on 1 Thessalonians 5:23: “Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely; and may your whole spirit, soul, and body be preserved blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.” #30. There can be no objective truth to be found in the humanities with 33.3% of the data being ignored; as scholars, we can examine the body and its functions that are controlled by its 5 senses, the soul with its intellect, will, and emotions, classed as the Ego. Yet without the innermost part of the human spirit being examined and given credence, there will never be absolute truth within this discipline. #31.
Conclusion.
Religion, Philosophy and Ethics suffered a divide within the Enlightenment period; the scientific revolution, with all its flaws and unaccounted probabilities, caused an incredible shift in European philosophy as it uncoupled itself from institutional religion, grounding ethics in human reasoning rather than any Divine command. With this fragmentation came a trend of attempting to deny God vehemently in many forms, denying creation and man's inherent sinful nature; they even changed the Gregorian calendar to BCE to secularise the most important event in the history of all mankind, the death of Jesus Christ. The lack of morality and spiritual understanding blinded those who thought they were clever and took the place of God upon themselves, elevating themselves above those believers they looked down on as Common. Religion commenced the journey as a standalone ideology and has consistently provided all the answers to all the questions that have been encountered in Philosophy and is the solution to every ethical dilemma faced by humanity. Distraction by focusing on the object of Creation is futile if my washing machine, car, or electric toothbrush is broken, I consult the manual or the manufacturer, not the broken item.
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