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Introduction
This short essay tries to provide a brief overview on the question of whether Said’s model of ‘Orientalism’ influences the way Islam is perceived in the West. The late Professor Edward Said was Professor of English and Comparative Literature at the Columbia University in New York (USA).

Said published a number of books  but it was his book on ‘Orientalism’ that was profoundly influential, making him an established cultural critic. Said challenged many of the conceptions that the West had of Orientalism by providing an examination of the way in which the orient was viewed. Said opened a whole new range of debates and criticism of the Wests post-colonial discourses without distorting the reality, or as Magnier (2017) states, the book allows the study of the orient “through a humanistic perspective”. Said’s work also had far wide ranging impacts, helping to develop new theories in post-colonial studies as well as influencing other subjects in humanities. He argues that there has been a systemic framework by which the powers of the West have been able to manipulate the minds and perception of the public on the culture of the Middle East and Islam in particular. 

What is Orientalism?
Orientalism is generally defined as the biased perspectives by which the West views people of the Middle East and North African regions. It splits the world down an imaginary line; those countries of the West, the “Occident”, and those on the other side of the line, the “Orient”. Orientalism asks why, when the West thinks of the Orient, that there is a pre-conceived idea of the type of people that live in the Middle East and North Africa, in what they believe and how they act. 

Said’s principle argument is that the way in which knowledge is acquired of the Orient is not innocent or objective, but is the result of a process that reflects certain economic and political interests, that is, it is highly motivated. Said specifically argues that the way the US and Europe, looks at the countries and the peoples of the Middle East, is through a lens that distorts the actual reality of those places and its people. 

Said, defines orientalism at three levels; 

i)	Orientalism as an academic discipline
ii)	Orientalism as set of thoughts, concepts and ideas,
iii)	Orientalism as the action for politically, ideologically, militarily and scientifically discriminating the orient.

Orientalism and Understanding of Islam in the West
Said’s book “Covering Islam” published in 1981, analyses the relationship between the countries of the Middle East and discusses how the Western media views and distorts Islam. Said’s work was not to inform us about what Islam is, but to show how the West uses Islam and its concepts to maintain its cultural and political hegemony. Said argues that the process by which the West has implemented its economic and political colonialism, and to justify its hegemonic claims on Arab lands, is based on the invented ideological framework that is essentially filled with prejudice, racialism and grotesque mis-representation of its people and of the Islamic faith. It is because of this ideological framework that has not helped in presenting Islam to the world for what it really is. 


Prior to the second World War the study of the orient was established as a discipline to serve the interests of the British and other European powers. It served to justify political and military domination by debasing the “Other-the colonised”. For the Europeans it was easy to use the medieval hostility that existed between Christianity and Islam, raising the image of Muslims as being wicked and dangerous. It was after the second World War that Britain and France started to lose its dominance in the Middle East as the Unites States started to take positions of dominancy for political and economic interests. As one imperial system replaced another, according to Said, a  revolution also took place and this was in the techniques available for information dissemination, mass media. This helped to create the ideological framework to misrepresent and to misinform the public. This was accomplished, first by generating as much information as possible, regarding Islam, natural resources, the future of Western civilisation, and the fight for freedom and democracy, and then having the academic experts feeding into this framework for the government. According to Said all of this activity was presided over by powerful establishments such as the large multi-national organisations and oil companies. Said argues, that it is from the academic and government circles that the influence of mass media on public opinion about Islam and the Middle East originates. What Said reveals is that the media is able to control people so that they are no longer able to think rationally. By carefully filtering and only releasing selective information about Islam and the Muslim world then the public’s perception of Islam can be controlled and manipulated. 







Conclusion
Western academics have generally failed to bring about any better understanding of Islam outside of their academic circles. What Said has tried to do, according to Ghazoul (2003), was to put critical thought before solidarity. Said’s work was not intended to present Islam, but to show how academics and government influence the way information is presented. His work has opened doors for debates and further study, in particular, his position on the roles of large cooperation’s, academics and governments on their relationship and influence on mass media deserves particular interest. His work shows that by keeping the public in a state of ignorance about Islam it would be easy to manipulate and influence public opinion. 
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