[bookmark: _GoBack]In this essay I will observe the pitfalls in The One-Child Policy and try to pinpoint where the pitfalls are and summarise what is written in the book ‘Demystifying China
 Barbara Mittler's argument of only having one child seems logical as she says it is easier to raise only one as well as it being less trouble. Also, the fact that if you have only one child then you can have the One-Child Policy certificate which entitles you to “health allowance of the child; allotment of more land; retaining more grain; longer maternity leave; larger food ration allocation; better housing; priority for child and health care; old-age pension; and preference in education, employment, and ownership of private land.” (Standen, 2012, p.123)
[bookmark: _Int_zHT3lGKz][bookmark: _Int_3yvJZRQ2][bookmark: _Int_mHJ63WAZ][bookmark: _Int_2kLLtqfA][bookmark: _Int_0dXv4HSu][bookmark: _Int_IX5yImQt] The policy is extremely attractive and is a great security for many people especially young families who have less knowledge of bringing up children, and the wonder of supporting them financially. The certificate is like rolling out a red carpet, whereby the challenging work is already done. Knowing that your child’s health is taken care of must be a great weight lifted off any family. If you struggled with a low income, then what is on offer may not be reachable if you did not take the certificate. If you are very loyal to your country, then this policy may be a very natural process as you would believe that the country would be doing it for the correct reasons for the benefit of all. Chinas worry was that there may be famine, pollution, or environmental gradation. So, they were trying to avoid any future problems that could occur which would have a detrimental effect on all the nation.
[bookmark: _Int_S9Q0hIaB][bookmark: _Int_ITLVFTNc][bookmark: _Int_dEtevDFP][bookmark: _Int_2Z74z5it]For some families one child is plenty. The parents may have life goals or careers that they may want to for fill, so one child would mean they would have more time and money to invest in these life goals. Childbearing has become a lower priority, to many in China as Career and physical appearance has become more important to both men and women. This allows women to achieve their goal in social equality. By reading this book the policy seems to have had a beneficial effect, in that if they were now to take away the policy, then this would not lead to unwanted babies. For two decades it has been noted that fertility has been below replacement level. (Standen, 2102, p.123)
[bookmark: _Int_PMGMZg32][bookmark: _Int_o07YQkui]There are many positives to this process but there are also many pitfalls in it as well. The point of, if you want to remarry and want a child with your new partner would you feel pressured to abandon or even kill your first-born child so that you can have a new family with your new partner. Would the pressure be from the fine or not complying fully with the process? No one should be under so much pressure that it lowers you to the killing of an innocent child. In these cases, human rights should come into force. If a woman finds out that her child is going to be born a female, the fact that some women will abort the foetus is a strong pitfall as well. It is sad that females are less welcome as family members. Does this put an intense sense of insecurity in females in China? 
 In the later part of this chapter, it explains that females are now seen more useful as they interact more and help with elderly parents compared to how it was before. Females seem more autonomous these days and can use this to strengthen their ties with their natal families. The positives associated with females in China is a great strength in the fact that this will have a profound effect on the drastic actions that have taken place in the past. Instead of females being seen lower than boys, which is how it has been in the past, hopefully they will soon be seen as equal and the statement that girls are a disadvantage may be abolished. If equality is there between both sexes, then hopefully there will be no pressure to abandon or send females to orphanages. The love for a child would be the same whatever sex it may be, so for a strong impression to be put on a female not being as worthy is cruel. 
If one goes against the policy and has as many children as they want is this making a problem for the economy?
[bookmark: _Int_Bli0GNUx][bookmark: _Int_4RI97YBB]In 2013 the One-child policy was relaxed to a two-child policy due to the ageing population and the low birth-rates. The One-child policy was beneficial to the environment and kept the population 300 million lower than it would have been if the cap were not in force. Su Wei a senior climate negotiator, pointed out that in one year the policy had saved 1.3 billion tonnes of carbon dioxide emissions. Ling, (2015), China Dialogue.
[bookmark: _Int_kEdrzaFI][bookmark: _Int_RJAOwWQv][bookmark: _Int_16j7yJCe][bookmark: _Int_DaOyVzTO][bookmark: _Int_gYDyvSjC] This statement alone proves that the One-child policy worked well for the economy, but the pitfall falls in the guilt of having one child especially if it is female. Nobody should be pressurized in deciding whether to keep their unborn or born child. Hopefully by a new law allowing more children, this will overcome the need to make negative decisions on childbearing. Through the knowledge of how the One-Child policy benefitted the economy then this is inherent in having more children, but not to the extent of it affecting China. 
[bookmark: _Int_dOTWvDC5]Mao agreed with my thoughts that education of the benefits of birth control would be of foremost importance, in colleges and schools, showing the statistics of how more children can have an effect of the economy. This would be a great start in overcoming the pitfalls of the child-policy. (Cai, Feng, Whyte, 1999, p.5)
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