5.0 Conclusion and Recommendations
5.1 Introduction
The following objectives were the focus of this study. By following the objectives, the aim was to try and discover whether advancements throughout policing, criminology and forensics had assisted with the apparent decline in the number of serial killers across the world. By researching the literature review objectives one and two were completed. Objective three was achieved by using the research onion (Saunders et al, 2016) this helped with deciding what research method was going to be used to help achieve objective 4. Objective 4 was achieved by compiling together an interview style questionnaire that was submitted and completed by several professionals who are employed by South Wales Police or are now retired and a few individuals outside of the police force who have studied or have experience with criminology. 
1) Explore the evolution of policing, criminology, and forensic science.
2) To investigate and critically analyse previous and current available literature surrounding the evolution of policing, criminology and forensic science and the effect this has had on serial killers.
3) To identify the most suitable research approach required to appropriately conduct the research project and the topic of the evolution of policing, criminology, and forensics.
4) To evaluate the effectiveness of policing, criminology, and forensic science on attempts to preventing murder and serial murder.
5.2 Explore the evolution of policing, criminology, and forensic science.
There is no doubt that the evolution of policing, criminology and forensic science has had a profound effect on the successfulness and efficiency of investigations into all levels of crime including murder and serial murder throughout the past decades. Advancements in forensic science such as DNA testing, the collection of evidence from crime scenes and the presentation of analysed results to a courtroom just to name a few (Williams & Hammond, 2009). Criminologists have assisted in developing and applying researched techniques to bring murderers to justice and document factors that could potentially detect a murderer before being able to go on and commit further murders. By failing to become serial killers, aspiring and probable serial killers and spree killers have influenced the rate of serial murder. Nearly half of the cases (13%) that existed during the 1980s peak of serial homicide (27%) (Yaksic et al., 2019). 

5.3 To investigate and critically analyse previous and current available literature surrounding the evolution of policing, criminology and forensic science and the effect this has had on serial killers.
The literature review that the researcher conducted included looking into the influence and efficiency of criminology, policing, and forensics when it comes to making it more difficult for someone who commits murder to move on undetected and becoming a serial killer. The researcher looked in to the three different factors of criminology, policing and forensics separately and how each one had evolved and adapted resulting in solving cases new and old and how they now act as a possible deterrent for perpetrators going forward. After researching and analysing the three factors the researcher found it was clear that not one factor had stood out over the other two and rather that each factor had evolved and adapted complimenting the other when it came to investigating such crimes.

5.4 To identify the most suitable research approach required to appropriately conduct the research project and the topic of the evolution of policing, criminology, and forensics.
The researcher used the research onion to identify the research method that would be used throughout this dissertation. The researcher explained each stage of the process and described all aspects of the research methodology. Linking these different stages, the researcher developed a plan for the methodology that was best suited for the dissertation. This study utilized interpretive and qualitative research followed by an inductive approach. The goal was to gather evidence to help confirm and expand on the ideas and information discovered in the literature review. To try to achieve this an interview style questionnaire was produced and sent out to a group of professionals in the different fields of policing, forensics, and criminology for them to answer.

5.5 Interview questionnaire evaluation
The interview questionnaire was designed to get qualitative data from the participants. Based on the findings of the interview questionnaire all participants agreed that there had been a decline in the number of serial killers since the 1980s. Based on their experiences there were mixed answers from participants but a strong theme where all participants stated that they thought the advancements in forensics and DNA had the most prevalent effect on murder investigations over past decades. 
50% of participants who were retired police officers stated that the biggest change they had seen to successfully aid investigations was the evolution of technology through the years and not only did this cover things such as the speed of DNA and blood results but also the way they worked as it made it less likely for paper documents go missing when everything changed over to be digitally recorded. It was also stated that when paperwork was cut back and put on to computers it made working with partnership agencies easier and the sharing of information between police forces ensured that, when necessary, crimes were linked where perpetrators travelled between police force areas and countries.
Although participants stated that they thought the processes of DNA results, blood tests and digital had become a lot faster over the years they thought that there was still room for improvement as they had at some point experienced delays in such testing over their career. 
Although the results linked in with what was found in the literature review not all participants answered all questions.

5.6 Recommendations
5.6.1 Recommendation One: Collection of Data 
There is plenty of data regarding murder and serial murder in some countries but in others there is a serious lack of data. This may have a profound effect on the serial killer figures worldwide resulting in the overall figures becoming misleading which is showing a larger decrease than what is accurate. Different countries also collect data by different ways which can also effect the figures shown. 
5.6.2 Recommendation Two: Criminology research
Most criminologists and criminology studies investigate the behaviour of the perpetrator. There is scope for more studies to investigate the type of victim that is more susceptible to crimes and the environments in which crimes take place. Looking at it from a different angle could add further information on how to work on preventions for such crimes happening. 
5.6.3 Recommendation Three: Frontline Police Training 
There is always scope for further advanced training when it comes to frontline policing. With crimes such as murders and serial murders these are normally dealt with by specialist officers, but frontline officers are first on scene most of the time. Further training in regard to evidence preservation and crime scene management could help reduce the number of mistakes made and evidence lost resulting in the investigation becoming jeopardised and perpetrators remaining at large for longer allowing them to go on and commit further crimes.
5.7 Limitations
The study's scope is constrained by the word limit of 8000. Time constraints/deadlines may also have an impact on participation rates and research findings. Furthermore, there are not enough studies that investigate the decline of serial killers. The number of participants that took part in the interview questionnaire was less than anticipated which made it harder to find patterns within the answers. 
5.8 Conclusion
The dissertation has reviewed studies conducted through different literature relevant to the papers title. From studying the research from the literature review and gathering the results of the interview questions that there has been a decline in the number of serial killers. Although there is still scoped to find out what the standout reasoning behind this decline is research shows that the evolution of policing, forensics and criminology has had a huge positive impact on the detection and prevention methods involved in investigations of murders and serial murders there is still room for improvement and adaption. Through this dissertation the evolution of DNA and forensic investigations have stood as the most successful factor when it comes to detecting serial killers but overall, it concludes that the evolution of policing, forensics and criminology have all complimented each other over the last few decades.




