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AIM(S)

· To provide students with the supervision to carry out and present an element of independent academic research linked to environmental conservation.


LEARNING OUTCOMES

Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to demonstrate the ability to:

1. Identify, develop and define a research aim for a chosen area.

2. Critically formulate a series of objectives and devise strategies to support objectives.

3. Undertake a critical literature review and complete an appropriate research investigation.

4. Academically argue, a viva voce, the proposed research investigation to an academic panel.

5. Analyse and evaluate the research finding in the form of an academically written dissertation.


INDICATIVE CONTENT

This module is student centred based upon the development of research skills.   The subject of the research may be based upon areas of study identified by the Project Co-ordinator or be developed from a particular interest of the student.   The scope and detail will be agreed between the student and an initial supervisor (may change once topics and staff allocations have been decided – June Year 2). Towards the end of year two of the programme students are provided with details that outline their responsibilities leading up to the dissertation year. Importantly students will be required to carry out preliminary research during the summer months preceding their final year. Their proposed theme for their research will be presented to the dissertation coordinator before the end of year two (full time) and their supervisor. Part time students will manage this stage in collaboration with the programme director.

LEARNING AND TEACHING STRATEGY

Lectures will introduce the students to the concepts, principles and practices. Tutorials and seminars will introduce practical examples which will be used to support the application, discussion, and critical evaluation of techniques learned. Case studies will also be used to develop understanding and application of the techniques. 

The allocation of teaching to deliver the module is:

	Activity type
	Hours
	Percentage

	Scheduled learning
	50
	12.5

	Independent learning
	350
	87.5

	Placement learning
	0
	0

	TOTAL
	400
	100



ASSESSMENT

Assessment Component 1 – (10%)

Practical 	Viva (10 mins)
Students are expected to give a brief synopsis of their project in an oral presentation to the supervisory team, followed by a question and answer session. This is conducted prior to the Christmas vacation period and proves to be a valuable feedback session for progression.  

Assessment Component 2 –  (90%)

Coursework	Dissertation report (10,000 words)
This is obviously subject specific and can either take the form of a scientific based experiment/hypothesis testing structure, or a desktop review. 

Assessment Summary
	Activity type
	Percentage

	Written exam
	0

	Coursework
	90

	Practical
	10

	TOTAL
	100%









EDUCATION FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT (ESD)

	Does the module contribute to ESD?
	Yes   √


	
	No


	If yes please provide brief details (no more than 100 words):

While this module is subject specific depending on the theme selected by the student, there will indeed be elements of SD investigated. Historically students undertake ecological studies with a management focus at the end. However sustainable drainage, sustainable housing, eco education are all recent topics completed. Given the major project typically reflects all aspects of the course taught, SD principles underpin this final year project.


Literature is of course subject specific and will vary from student to student. However some guidance may be gained from the Research Methods & GIS model.
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