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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 

Care Learning (2025) defines safeguarding as the actions and measures taken to protect vulnerable individuals, such as adults, young people, and children at risk, from harm. This includes preventing harm, responding to concerns, and promoting their overall welfare. To effectively safeguard individuals, social workers must adhere to relevant legislative frameworks, policies, and procedures to ensure safe and lawful practice.

In Wales, the legal framework for safeguarding children and adults in need of care and support is established by the Children Act (CA) (1989), the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act (SSWBA) (2014), and the Welsh Government’s (WG) statutory guidance on safeguarding under the (2014) Act (Care Inspectorate Wales (CIW), 2021). The Wales Safeguarding Procedures reinforce that safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility, clearly outlining the roles and duties of practitioners while guiding them in applying the appropriate legislation and guidance (Safeguarding Wales, 2025).

According to the (2014) Act, a child is considered at risk if they "are experiencing, or are at risk of, abuse, neglect, or other kinds of harm; and have needs for care and support" (CIW, 2021). When a Local Authority (LA) has reasonable cause to suspect that a child is suffering or is likely to suffer significant harm, it is legally obligated under s47 of the CA (1989) to conduct appropriate enquiries. These enquiries aim to determine necessary actions to protect the child and promote their welfare (CIW, 2021).

In 2004, the CA (1989) was amended following the serious failings identified in the Victoria Climbié Inquiry. These amendments introduced requirements for multi-disciplinary working and integrated children’s services and established a clear framework for the planning and delivery of child protection services. Notably, the reforms replaced non-statutory Child Protection (CP) Committees with statutory Local Safeguarding Children Boards (CP Company, 2025).

In 2004, the WG officially incorporated the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) as the guiding framework for policy making concerning children and young people (WG, 2025). Building on this, the WG introduced the Rights of Children and Young Persons (Wales) Measure 2011, which places a duty on Ministers to have due regard to the UNCRC when developing or reviewing legislation and policy.

At a regional level, the Mid and West Wales Safeguarding Board (MWWSB) has developed a number of multi-agency safeguarding policies and procedures that provide practitioners with clear operational guidance on safeguarding practice (CYSUR – MWWSB, 2025). The Board has also produced threshold documents designed to ensure consistency and a proportionate, collaborative regional response to identified abuse, neglect, or the risk there of (CYSUR – MWWSB, 2025).

The LA in which I am employed has its own Corporate Safeguarding Policy, last reviewed in 2023. This policy is designed to clearly outline how the LA will meet its legal duties and obligations in relation to safeguarding children at risk. Furthermore, it aims to provide reassurance to both the public and staff that appropriate arrangements are in place to ensure the safety and protection of children at risk.

Word count: 490

500 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).






	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work

400 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).

Having worked in both child and adult care, I have observed that the main differences in safeguarding roles relate to consent and capacity. While individuals have the right to make independent choices, if a child is believed to be at risk or has experienced harm, immediate action is usually taken by social care or the police regardless of parental consent, as the child’s safety is paramount (UNICEF, 2025). Another key difference is how ‘harm’ is defined. The Wales Safeguarding Procedures categorise child abuse as physical, emotional, sexual abuse, and neglect, while the SSWBA (2014) extends the adult definition to include financial, psychological, discriminatory, organisational, and institutional abuse.
Timeframes also differ, adult safeguarding enquiries are usually completed within seven working days of the report (SSWBA, 2014, s.126). In contrast, when a child may be at risk, necessary checks and decisions must be made and recorded within one working day (WG, 2025).
When working with adults at risk, practitioners are guided by the SSWBA (2014) and the Mental Capacity Act (MCA) (2005). The MCA not only empowers and protects those who may lack decision-making capacity but also safeguards the right of individuals to make what others might view as unwise choices, provided their capacity is intact (Department for Constitutional Affairs, 2007, p.24). Adults considered at risk, whose capacity is not in question, may give or withdraw consent at any time even if that decision exposes them to further harm.
Children’s safeguarding legislation is primarily informed by the Children Act (CA) (1989) and the SSWBA (2014), which defines a child, under section 105, as “a person under the age of eighteen” (CA, 1989, s.105). However, complexity arises because the MCA (2005) applies to those aged sixteen and over (MCA, 2005, s.2(5)). This is where the concept of Gillick Competence is considered. Established in 1983, Gillick originally permitted girls under sixteen to access medical advice and treatment without parental consent. The principle has since developed and is now used by practitioners, including social workers, to assess whether a child demonstrates sufficient maturity to understand the implications of their decision and make it independently (NSPCC, 2025).
Nevertheless, this autonomy only extends to certain decisions. Even with maturity, children cannot choose to place themselves at risk of harm; ultimately, their safety takes precedence.
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