Name: Akeel Hussain
Student ID: 2533705
Module Code:LCHS4007
Module: Digital skills and research methods  
Lecturer: Markus Klingelfuss
For this task I have chosen the article ‘She didn't know how to go back’: School attendance problems in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic—A multiple stakeholder qualitative study with parents and professionals” This research pepper was published in year 2023 in the British journal of educational psychology.
The authors of this research papers are
· Brontë McDonald
· Kathryn J. Lester
· Daniel Michelson
The main topic explained in this research paper is the paper investigates school attendance problems among primary‑school children during the COVID‑19 pandemic the research paper explores why and how school attendance issues went out of control the impact of covid 19 had on school kids. This research paper is about the parents of children with school attendance problems also its about professionals working with primary school children,  
This research paper is very important in the U.K and health and social care because he study shows that many children developed anxiety, emotional distress, and difficulty coping after COVID‑19. In UK Health & Social Care, supporting children’s mental wellbeing is essential because:
· Anxiety can lead to long‑term mental health problems
· Poor mental health affects learning, behaviour, and family life
·  School Attendance Problems Are a Safeguarding Issue
· When children stop attending school, it can be a sign of:
· Emotional harm
· Family stress
· Special educational needs not being met
· Social isolation
This topic is important because it helps health and social care professionals to understand how covid 19 has affected children health and school attendance and what support is available for the vulnerable children.

For this research paper the main objectives were what factors contributed to school attendance problems among primary‑school children during and after theCOVID‑19 pandemic, and how can parents, schools, and professionals better support these children? How did the COVID‑19 pandemic influence children’s emotional wellbeing and school attendance?
When researchers apply this definition, they employ an approach that has several characteristics. They are collecting and analyzing both quantitative and qualitative data. This suggests that two “strands” are implemented in a mixed methods study, and that the researchers have the skills needed in both quantitative and qualitative research to engage in these procedures. It also suggests that the collection of multiple forms of qualitative data (or multiple forms of quantitative data) would not constitute a mixed methods study. This form of research might be considered multimethod research. Also in applying the definition, researchers will mix, combine, or link the data in certain ways. Three ways are apparent in the mixed methods literature for mixing the quantitative and qualitative data: by combining or integrating them, by connecting them from the data analysis step of the first source of data to the data collection step of the second source of data so that one source builds on the other or helps to explain the other, or by embedding one secondary or supporting source of data into a larger source of data to provide additional information in a study. In the process of research, these three forms of mixing—merging, connecting, or embedding—will occur during various stages of the research, such as during data collection, data analysis, or interpretation” (creswell no date)
The researchers used a qualitative, mixed‑method design with two sequential phases:
1. Phase 1 – Qualitative Surveys
· Parents and professionals completed open‑ended, free‑text surveys.
· These surveys explored:
· Children’s attendance difficulties
· COVID‑related experiences
· Support received
· Views on what help was needed
· This phase generated initial “insight data” to shape the next stage.
2. Phase 2 – Semi‑Structured Interviews
· Researchers conducted in‑depth interviews with a smaller group of parents and professionals.
· Interviews were done via telephone or Zoom, lasting 45–60 minutes.
· They explored themes from Phase 1 in more detail (e.g., anxiety, SEN needs, home‑school communication).
3. Data Analysis – Thematic Framework Analysis
· Both phases were analysed using thematic framework analysis, which included:
· Familiarisation
· Coding (deductive + inductive)
· Charting
· Mapping and interpretation
· This method allowed researchers to identify patterns, themes, and stakeholder perspectives
The difference between primary and secondary When designing your thesis or dissertation, one of the first methodological decisions you’ll face is whether to use primary data, secondary data, or a combination of both. Each type has distinct advantages and limitations. More importantly, the credibility of your study depends on how well you justify your choice. By understanding the difference between primary and secondary data, you make sure your methodology is clear, consistent, and academically rigorous.


 “Quantitative research serves as a foundational method, enabling researchers to explore phenomena using numerical data. By employing structured methodologies and statistical analysis, this approach offers a precise way to examine complex theories and hypotheses. It is particularly valuable in clinical and medical studies where the quantification of variables is critical. 
What Is Quantitative Research?
Quantitative research is a structured approach designed to quantify variables and generalise findings. Its primary aim is to establish patterns and predict outcomes using statistical analysis. 
Key features include:
structured data collection, 
large sample sizes, and 
objective measurement. 
This methodology is vital for testing hypotheses or validating theories in a systematic manner. For example, a clinical trial assessing a new medication’s effectiveness would employ quantitative methods to measure health outcomes across numerous participants” (Casp 2025)
Qualitative research
“Social scientists often want to understand how individuals think, feel or behave in particular situations, or in relations with others that develop over time. They use in-depth interviews, participant observation and other qualitative methods to gather data. Researchers might watch a school playground to observe and record bullying behaviours, or ask young people about exactly what they understood by being bullied, and how they thought it affected them.
Qualitative methods are scientific, but are focused more on the meaning of different aspects of people’s lives, and on their accounts of how they understand their own and others’ behaviour and beliefs.
Semi-structured interviews
In semi-structured interviews the researcher has a small core of questions or areas they wish to explore, but will then take the questions in different directions, depending on the answers they receive. Flexibility is important with this type of interview. This method is used when seeking richly descriptive information, for example what makes a good teacher.
Unstructured interviews
Unstructured interviews are open-ended and informal. The researcher is seeking a detailed picture and tries to bring no preconceptions. This type of interview is often used in narrative research. Generally the researcher asks one question and then leaves the interviewee to talk or ‘tell their story”
Observation
Observation relies heavily on the skills of the researcher to understand and interpret what they are seeing in an unbiased way. It might be used, for example, in education research to see how much time young people spend ‘on task’ and what they do when distracted. In this method, the researcher observes what is happening and makes field notes either at the time or soon afterwards. (U.K research and innovation 2022) 
Mixed Methods Research
“As a new approach to conducting social and health inquiry research, mixed methods research has attracted substantial interest and followers during the past 20 years. With the current acceptance and legitimacy of qualitative research and the long-term use of quantitative research, mixed methods provides a means for combining the strengths of both approaches to best understand research problems. Researchers need to be aware of the possibility of combining qualitative and quantitative methods when appropriate for addressing their research questions.
Mixed methods is defined as research in which the inquirer or investigator collects and analyzes data, integrates the findings, and draws inferences using both qualitative and quantitative approaches or methods in a single study or a program of study. This definition is the current one being used in the call for manuscripts for the Journal of Mixed Methods Research. This definition permits viewing mixed methods as a broad umbrella term encompassing perspectives that see it as a research method of data collection and analysis, a methodology that spans the process of research from philosophical assumptions to interpretations, a philosophy of research, and a set of procedures used within existing researc The strengths of secondary data lie in its efficiency and breadth. Because the material already exists, it saves time and often covers large populations or long periods that would be impossible to study alone. It’s also useful for providing background or benchmarks. On the other hand, secondary data may not perfectly match your aims, its credibility depends on the original source, and some data can be outdated or incomplete. For guidance on evaluating sources, see how to write a strong literature review for your thesis.
“What is primary data? Primary data is information you collect directly for your own study. It’s tailored to your research questions and gives you control over how it’s gathered. For example, you might run a survey designed for your participants, carry out semi-structured interviews, organise a focus group, or conduct classroom observations. Controlled experiments also fall into this category.
The main strength of primary data is that it aligns closely with your aims and can reveal unique insights. You can also design it flexibly to explore issues in depth. However, collecting it takes time and resources, gaining access to participants can be difficult, and careful planning is needed to avoid bias. For advice on method selection, see choosing the right data collection methods for your study.
What is secondary data?
Secondary data refers to information collected by others but reused for your research. It can be published or unpublished material. Examples include journal articles, books, government reports, census data, institutional statistics, archives, and even media or digital content.
The research paper 3 main points the first point was what support was given and how effective it was the second point was what factors caused school attendance issues during the covid 19 pandemic and the third point was what support could be given to improve attendance" (Cambridge proofreading 2025)
Analyse the information the article used thematic framework analyses this method used in qualitative research they read all of the survey responses and interview few times the main issue affecting school attendance and support families felt they needed. he researchers used Thematic Framework Analysis, which is a structured qualitative method commonly used in health, psychology, and social care research.
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