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	NAME: Christopher Hotson

	STUDENT ID No.: 2125115

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: Comparative Analysis of Different Breeds of Police Dogs and their Suitability for Various Tasks 
INTRODUCTION:

Police Dogs are an intrinsic part of law enforcement, not just in the UK but worldwide. They contribute greatly to various tasks such as search and rescue, detection of drugs and explosives and the apprehension of suspects. Each breed of police dog possesses unique traits and characteristics that make them suitable for specific tasks. With a comparative analysis of these different breeds, this will provide an insight into their strengths and weaknesses whilst dealing with the different demands of police work. Within Gwent Police, there are a plethora of different breeds of dogs that are utilised for different tasks. This dissertations aim is to assess each dogs traits and characteristics whilst gathering information from handlers on why each breed is suitable for the task, the training they are provided and whether breeds not currently used could be suitable. There could also be an argument as to whether multiple breeds of police dog are needed or whether one breed could be utilised as a multi-purpose dog.


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

I intend to gather information around the following key objecticves:

Breeds of Dogs used by Gwent Police: Their characteristics and traits.
Interviewing the dog handlers and literature reading into the traits associated with the breeds. Which breed is best suited to which task and why more than one breed is used. Is there scope for one breed that can then be utilised for all tasks and incidents.

Law Enforcement Tasks that the dogs are used for: 
I intend to partake in a month long attachment with the Police Dog Section in order to collate information on the incidents attended, the of each incident, how the dogs were utilised, which breed was utilised and which breed is most commonly used.

The training provided and how the training differs between in each breed:
Attend various training sessions with new dogs, exploring the difference in the training between general purpose dogs, drugs dogs and explosives dogs. I aim to also visit the police dog national centre in Birmingham to see initial training in action and how the dogs are selected for their roles. 



	LITERATURE REVIEW:
Please clarify some of the key literature to be utilised as part of your research. Consider textbooks, journals, articles, government reports, organisational strategic plans.
Understand the current state of existing research
You can demonstrate the gap and the need for the research
Gives credits to those who have laid the groundwork for your research
Demonstrates your knowledge of the research problem

Some key literature I intend to utilise within this dissertation is as follows…

“The Police Dog: A Study of a German Shepherd (Or Alsatian)
By David Brockwell

“K9 Decoys and Aggression: A manual for Training Police Dogs”
By Stephen A. Mackenzie

The College of Policing review and reporting process entitled “Police dogs authorised professional practice – Consultation”.
This publication outlines the legislation for caring and deployment of police dogs as well as the European convention of human rights.

There does not seem to be a lot of literature in relation to this study, so I aim to use this as a pilot study into the effective use of police dogs in their respective departments. 

I intend to conduct further research into each breed to establish traits and behaviours. As of yet, however, I am not in knowledge of all the breeds used by Gwent Police.

	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD:  
 
I will be providing the Police Dog section of Gwent Police with a Questionnaire asking for which breed specifically is best suited to each type of call attended. This can give me an insight into which dog is utilised most, whether there is a need for different breeds, or can one breed be utilised for all jobs. This is suitable as it gives me an over view instantly on how different dog handlers may deploy different breeds in different circumstances.

I intend to diarise my days with the team, outlining what training is provided to which breed of dog, how often training is provided. When attending calls where a dog is dispatched, which dog is used and how often. How the dogs react to various tasks dispatched to. This can give me information as to whether there is a need for multiple breeds or whether one breed can serve as a multi purpose dog.


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 
Provide details of target sample. For example, who are you intending to ask to participate in your research, will you be seeking perspectives from experts who work in a given field, or will you be using a general questionnaire to gauge perspectives from members of the public? Why is this sample the best for your research?

I will be asking Professional Police Dog Handlers for their professional thoughts and opinions. These are the people who work alongside the dogs and can provide the best insight into the daily demands placed on themselves and their dogs.
I will also be asking the police dog trainers for their input into how the police dogs are trained, which dogs are most suited to which tasks, how they come to the conclusion that a breed is suitable. 

This is the best for my research as these are the professional that are working in this field. They will have knowledge in which breeds they use on a daily basis and for which tasks.  The trainers will be able to provide an insight into which dogs are most receptive to certain tasks and why specific breeds are used.

	ETHICAL ISSUES:
I cannot see any ethical issues whilst working with the dog section, I will not be allowed to handle the dogs due to the fact I am not trained to handle them. I will be watching from a distance whilst noting down my findings. 

	TIME SCALE:

I intend to have a month-long attachment with the Police Dog Section within Gwent Police, this will coincide with the research gathering part of my dissertation. During this time, I intend to interview and provide a questionnaire to the dog handlers and trainers. After this month I can review my findings from this and my findings from literature and provide a comparative analysis.

	REFERENCE LIST:
Please follow the Harvard referencing system
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