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UNDERGRADUATE DISSERTATION
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Please complete the following research proposal and submit it to Turnitin. 

Which project option are you taking? Please tick:

8,000 word project:      


	NAME:  Ieuan Rees

	STUDENT ID No.: 212470

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION:
INTRODUCTION:
“I propose…… The need for a degree in professional policing”
I want to do research into this topic as I feel that there is generally an opinion from within the police that the degree programme is not that beneficial to officers. I want to see what the statistics show in relation to this and now that there are officers have completed the degree, I want to gain their opinions on the matter. 

Doing the degree has potential to be beneficial depending on what career within the police you wish to do but I want to conduct further information and gain a broader view of this topic.

I feel this topic is worthy of consideration because this is something that all police officers have had to take part in in recent years and it dived opinion, I feel there is a large amount information on this and it will be interesting to look at the success rate of other force areas, the general opinion of the public and the cost implication to this.

The degree programme has been in place for a number of years now within which there are a number of ways of joining the police whether that’s with a degree, without a degree or a fast-track scheme and it is based on this degree scheme I wish to conduct my research around.

I feel this research is justified as this a huge part of modern-day policing and the impact it can have done a degree whilst in full time employment has potential to be stressful but the success of competing the degree could open doors as it were.



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

I want to collect information from police officers who have taken part in the degree programme regardless of which exact programme they have taken and gain their views and opinions on the degree programme and see what impact it has had on them mentally and physically. I also want to know how they feel the degree was helped or not helped with their everyday duties and if they feel the degree will help them with whatever career path, they chose to go for within he police.

I will ask a number of questions within my questionnaire that will mostly consist of YES OR NO answers with possible options to expand on their answers if so wish to.


· I want to gain police officers views on whether they feel a degree makes them a better officer and what impact it has had on them professionally and personally. 
· I want to explore what the general public know an if they are aware of the degree programme and how they feel about having officers with a degree. 
· I also want to try and explore the financial impact of a degree programme and see if what the cost of this is to the force and if that money could be more beneficial else where ie: further training. 
· I will look at how successful the degree the programme is by looking at how many people have completed it successfully.



	LITERATURE REVIEW:

I will conduct research into my chosen subject by using publicly available information in form of books, articles, journals, government reports as well as anything relevant to the specific research which could include information from force area websites and the college of policing.

This research will help determine the bigger picture and help give depth to my research and I will then be able to compare any research already conducted to my own which I will carry out via questionnaires. 

Any research used will be refenced using the Harvard refencing system and outlined in my bibliography.

I will critically analyse and evaluate any information found during my research before concluding.



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

I plan on using questionnaires as part of my research as I feel this will be quick and easy for people to take part in, it will allow people to remain anonymous and it will allow me to gather some statistics.

I will also look to use any other relevant research that is publicly available such as articles and books from authors who have conducted similar research.


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

I will be targeting those within the police who have had to undertake the degree programme as well as members of the general public to gain what knowledge they have of the degree.

This will be relevant as it will be vital to gain the opinion of those who have taken part in the degree programme as well as members of the public to gain their knowledge and their opinion of the degree programme.



	ETHICAL ISSUES:

I do not foresee any ethical issues with my research

	TIME SCALE:
I am unsure exactly how long my research will take; I anticipate the questionnaires taking a few weeks in order to allow for enough people to partake in the survey in order to allow for as many opinions as possible.

	REFERENCE LIST:

I will be using the Harvard refencing system in my dissertation. 
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