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As a first step in their research, both Burton and Webster would have carried out literature reviews to determine what if any research had already been conducted into the subject they wished to study. By carrying out the review, the work of other authors would doubtless have influenced the direction of their research, enabling them to avoid duplicating any previous studies and helping them to formulate appropriate methodologies.
Janet Burton’s main research interests include medieval monasteries and religious orders with particular reference to the Cistercians. In her article she states that this research project is part of a wider study into the abbots and priors of medieval Wales (see footnote 5). In 2018 The Arts and Humanities Council (AHRC) awarded £926,212 to the project to enable the study of ‘sacred landscapes of medieval monasteries.’[footnoteRef:1] [1:  The Strata Florida Centre: heritage and economic regeneration, Research Excellence Framework (2021), https://ref.ac.uk ] 

Archives used by Burton:
1. Calendar of the Close Rolls preserved by the Public Record Office. Now The National Archives
2. Calendar of the Charter Rolls, preserved by the Public Record Office. Now the National Archives.
3. Royal Charter, The Register of the Black Prince, The National Archives
4. Register Trellik 
5. Calendar of the Patent Rolls, The National Archives.
6. Calendar of Inquisition Post Mortem, The National Archives. 
7. Ancient Petitions Wales and Letters patent for pardons, The National Archives.
8. The National Archives. 

In the course of her research Burton used a wide variety of primary sources including those that contained details of wills, charter rolls, letters and petitions, to name a few. For Burton, the primary sources provided additional background to her research and added greater weight to her argument. Much of the material cited was directly related to ecclesiastical life, offering explanations and motives for the actions of those living in medieval times, while also giving a richer and more convincing account as evidenced by the examples cited below:
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1. Signification of excommunication or writ, The National Archives and Welsh Dioceses of     Bangor.
2. In addition, Burton cites a number of publications that provide commentaries on pertinent primary source material. 
3. Letter around 1320 from the abbot of Whitland to ‘the King of England’, The National Archives.
 4. Letter from John Cobbe to the King, The National Archives.
  5. March 1300 licence given to the monks of Strata Florida to rebuild the abbey, Calendar of the Patent Rolls. 
 6. Details of the involvement of an abbot in an inquisition in the thirteenth century, The      National Archives.  
7. Writ of 1338 sought for the excommunication of Abbot Bool for non- payment of biennial tithe The National Archives.
8. Investigation into the head of Strata Florida 1344 The National Archives.

9.Complaint by Abbot Johan against John ap Rhys abbot of Conway, The National Archives.
    10. Claim for monetary aid for damage caused by siege led by John ap Rhys, Calendar ancient Petitions. 
Harriet Webster is interested in medieval historical narratives, memory and communities. In her introduction to her article, The Annals of Dunstable Priory, Webster states that the Annals have recently been translated by David Preest. This recent translation provided the opportunity to investigate the authorship of the Annals and to study the broader trends in the thirteenth century including the increasing reliance on the written word. Webster also commented that much of the information contained within the annals ‘remains untapped’, perhaps an indication that further exploration of the Annals will follow.
Webster uses four main primary sources, the location of which are noted below. The Annals detail the everyday political, social and financial lives not only of the residents of Dunstable Priory but of those in the wider community. The details in the Annals range from subjects as far ranging as the state of the weather, the cost of wool, recipes for ointment to treat sheep to attacks on Bedford Castle. As Webster notes, the Annals provided an important paper trail in the recording of medieval life, so important in fact that if the records were found to have been nibbled by mice, scribes were obliged to rewrite them.
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Four main locations of primary sources used by Webster:
1. Ralph of Diss, Imagines Historium, British Library Royal, 13 EVI.
2. The Manuscript London, British Library Cotton MS Tiberius AX (referred to as Tiberius AX).
3. Luard’s edition ‘Annals Prioatus de Dunstaplia’ in Annales Monastici vol.III (London 1866) (referred to as APD).
4. David Preest’s translation The Annals of Dunstable Priory ed. Harriet R. Webster (Woodbridge 2018), (referred to as Annals).
For Webster the use of the three main primary sources were critical to her analysis of the authorship of the Annals and though the translation by Preest is not considered a primary source, it is unlikely that the study would have gone ahead without it.
From the articles, it appears that both Burton and Webster visited the various archives where the primary sources are held. The footnotes indicate though that Burton also accessed the following online sites, https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk and www.gutorglyn.net 


