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As the epistate of Antioch and Apamea, it was my job to ensure that we had the necessary supplies needed for building monuments or for throwing festivals for example, as well as keeping track of the city funds so that there was sufficient money available to be able to complete projects and pay our military.[footnoteRef:1] Throughout the years lived within this module, there have been many instances wherein the role of epistate has been utilised with the breakout of several wars and campaigns, the construction of temples and the festivals that followed. After the death of Seleucus II[footnoteRef:2], life within the module became both confusing and chaotic. However, from this came a better understanding of how life for the ancient people, especially those who worked closely with the city officials, dealt with the various challenges thrown at them on a yearly basis. [1:  Hammond 1999: 370. Although Hammond does not explicitly say here that the epistates were involved in keeping track of the city’s supplies and funds, their involvement in overseeing the construction of monuments such as the Parthenon and the statue of Athena suggests that keeping tract of supply stores and funds was part of the job requirement. ]  [2:  App. Syr. 66] 

The first challenge began with the declaration of war, that sent Antioch and Apamea’s military forces on campaign to the Ptolemies.[footnoteRef:3] Firstly, one must think of where the military’s soldiers would come from. The obvious solution to this would perhaps be able bodied men from both cities, as well as a certain number of mercenaries. Although there does not seem to be a specific set of numbers for the amount of forces kept in Antioch or Apamea, as the capital and military headquarters respectively, it could be assumed that the number of forces in either city could be quite high.[footnoteRef:4] In approximately 217 B.C., Antiochus rose an army of 62,000 infantry, 6,000 cavalry, and 102 elephants from his Seleucid allies to fight at the battle of Raphia.[footnoteRef:5] Based on these numbers, in ensuring that money could be provided, it was hypothesised within the confines of the module, that there could have been around 10,000 men at Antioch and/or Apamea at a given time. Based on numbers from other cities, it was agreed that 1-2 drachmae a day would be given to every 1,000 men who were part of the cavalry, whilst infantry would have had around 5 obols to 1 drachma a day.[footnoteRef:6] [3:  App. Syr. 66]  [4:  Bar-Kochva 1976: 26-29. This could especially be true due to the presence of the military school in Apamea, which could mean that the infantry, cavalry, and the like could be somewhat more than the presence in Antioch. If for only brief moments in time.]  [5:  Bar-Kochva 1976: 8-9; Plb. 5.79- 80]  [6:  Prtichard 2012: 40ff. These are purely speculative numbers, based on the research provided and political climate within the module] 

One possibly way of ensuring that wages could be met during times of war, as well for construction projects, festivals, or other such ilk, would be the taxation of Agricultural land (and subsequently its revenues), land and market tax, taxation on animal produce (and the land on which they are kept), a poll tax, and then an artisan tax.[footnoteRef:7] Next to taxation, would be the tribute that would be paid to the king periodically by the cities under his rule.[footnoteRef:8] In terms of produce for feeding both citizens and army, the lands surrounding Antioch were extremely fertile and would have provided ample opportunity to grow produce such as barley, dates, mustard, cress, sesame, olives and cucumber.[footnoteRef:9] The fertile lands would have likely been utilised to feed livestock, such as various “poultry, geese, pigs, sheep, and goats”.[footnoteRef:10] whose produce would have provided both textiles and consumables. Antioch was also known for its lily oil, also known as Syrian oil, the product being necessary for medicinal use and as such was a popular export of the city, along with oenanthe which was also needed for medicinal purposes.[footnoteRef:11] [7:  Ramsey 2009: 159. The tax rates could be increased depending on whether there is a war to be fought, if necessary.]  [8:  Ramsey 2009: 162-163. As with taxation, this could possibly be increased if necessary. If payments cannot be made, it could be traded for the cities providing some men to the king for their war efforts.]  [9:  Downey 1961: 21, 62-63; Ramsey 2009: 29]  [10:  Downey 1961: 22]  [11:  Downey 1961: 21-22] 

After the death of our king, it was agreed amongst officials that a temple would be erected in his honour which in turn would bring about the arrival of a new cult, who would worship the late king alongside Athena and Demeter, who also received a shared temple. Construction for Seleucus’ temple began first, admittedly several years after his death, however prior to this we had been busy with the impending war with the Ptolemaic Empire and had been unable to construct Seleucus’ temple within the first two years after his death as was planned. Once we were able to begin the plans for construction, we agreed that the temple would preferably be completed within four years similar to a temple at Epidaurus, which had been completed within 4 years and 8 months.[footnoteRef:12] The final cost of the temple of Seleucus was estimated to around 6 talents, similar to the temple of Apollo Maleatas at Epidauros, near the temple of Asklepios.[footnoteRef:13] As our second temple which was to be used to worship Athena and Demeter (our decision in choosing these two gods being so that the fertile lands of Antioch would remain fertile through worshiping Demeter and remaining in her favour, and through worshiping Athena we hoped for wisdom in the seemingly endless wars that fell on our people), we believed it to be best to ensure it was considerably bigger than our temple to Seleucus so that there would be room to worship the gods separately, but also to ensure that there could be no doubt as to who was being worshiped at any particular time. As construction for the second temple had begun roughly a year into the construction the temple of Seleucus (as city officials had believed it best not to allow the original Gods to believe that our cities had forgotten them or were snubbing them), construction on the temple of Seleucus had begun to slow as workers were now being split between the two sites. As there were only about 150-200 men working on the temple, and as their time and attention had to be on two sites, we estimated that an extra two years was placed on top of the original four years, which meant that similarly, the temple of Athena and Demeter would have been completed about a year and half, to two years after the first temple.[footnoteRef:14]  [12:  Burford 1961: 91]  [13:  Burford 1969: 82]  [14:  Burford 1963: 34. Once again, these numbers are purely speculative. The number of workers comes from Burford’s work regarding the Parthenon, granted us the possible lower number of worker available due to the size and wealth difference of the two city states.] 

Myself and the Seleucid officials entertained the idea of utilising the slave population within Antioch to shorten the length of time it took to complete construction on the, however could not find a source that gave a distinct number so that we could discuss how many we could use.
To ensure that it was possible for the construction of the temple to go ahead, once again, the issue of funding came about. For the workmen, the agreed upon wage had been 1½ - 2 drachmae a day if the man was particularly skilled at his craft.[footnoteRef:15] Otherwise, wage ranged from 4 obols to 1 drachmae had been agreed upon. As for the materials needed for the temple, stone was at the top of the list, being an essential for building.[footnoteRef:16] As it was, stone could be gathered from nearby quarries providing easy and cheaper access to such an important material, as was the case with timber which could easily be gathered from the surrounding forests.[footnoteRef:17] Cypress trees could be found nearby at Daphne, where the wood was supposedly highly sought after and was popular in construction work, the cost of which, depending on the length was upwards towards 50 drachmae a cart.[footnoteRef:18] For the temple’s decorations (statues and the like[footnoteRef:19]), silver and gold was primarily used. The silver and gold had been mined and traded from Cilicia and Bactria respectively.[footnoteRef:20] [15:  Burford 1961: 34]  [16:  Burford 1969: 169]  [17:  Downey 1961: 22; Burford 1963: 29-31. Burford gives an itemised list of the materials used in the construction of the Parthenon, such as stone, marble, timber, ivory, silver, and gold. Of which we tried to use similar materials in the construction of our temples.]  [18:  Downey 1961: 22; Burford 1969: 178]  [19:  Burford 1963: 31]  [20:  Sherwin-White, Kuhrt 1993: 63] 

Myself and city officials discussed the possibility using ivory within the temple, however, due to the near non-stop wars that seemed to plague our people, we decided it may be best to not risk harming our war elephants and loosing a possible advantage. We also came to the conclusion that as we were often at war, preserving as much money as possible was perhaps a better option. Ensuring that we had something to offer should the possibility of peace had been an option was also a reason for ensuring we had plenty left in our treasury. Our treasury however, grew considerably after a new alliance was made with our new king, Brad (our fellow student did not provide us with a name for his character within the module), who promised a short respite in paying tribute and also granted us several thousand talents, if we promised to align ourselves with him and his cause. Despite having completed the construction for the temple of Seleucus, we were unable to complete our plan to create a new cult that would then worship in the late king just as they would with Athena and Demeter (upon the completion of their temple). However, with the confusion and chaos of the political climate that surrounded us, and the arrival of several new kings, we were unsure how we would have been able to start with such a task whilst city officials attention was solely on the constant stream of declarations of war, and the new monarchs.
Our first festival began shortly after the completion of the temple of Seleucus II, providing a brief respite from war for our people and allies, who were all invited to enjoy various activities in the name of the late and new king (who was still away on campaign at the start of the festival. The festival of Seleucus was scheduled to be held annually during the summer. The festival would begin with a procession throughout the city, starting (at least for the commencement of the first festival) with the city officials and the city allies, then by the newly appointed priest along with the sacrificial animal (a goat had been chosen as the first sacrifice for the new festival, as it was one of the many livestock kept in Antioch), the citizens of Antioch the followed closely behind so that they may view the sacrifice.[footnoteRef:21] After the sacrifice, there would be several events thrown throughout the city such as, athletics, equestrian events, musical events and various forms of racing.[footnoteRef:22] The equestrian events, particularly the horse racing, would have been particularly popular amongst the people as Antioch bred horses specifically for racing, meaning that horse racing would have already been prominent and popular amongst the people, and would have likely intrigued the guests.[footnoteRef:23]The festival of Athena and Demeter occurred in the autumn, so that Demeter may be worshipped accordingly as the harvest was brought in. The festival had a similar schedule as the festival of Seleucus, in that it began with a procession, which was then followed by a sacrifice and multiple events, but it also played close homage to the olive as it was sacred to Athena.[footnoteRef:24]  [21:  Pritchard 2012: 23-24]  [22:  Pritchard 2012: 23]  [23:  Downey 1961: 23]  [24:  Pritchard 2012: 23-25] 

It was at the festival of Seleucus that the decision had been made to assassinate Brad (our king), who although had promised us protection and had granted the city several gifts in return of accepting his new role as king, it was decided long before his envoy’s reached the city that we would accept his turns temporarily until an opportunity arose were an assassination attempt would more than likely be successful.[footnoteRef:25] Although our initial attempt had not worked, and had remained undetected, by both Brad and his guards, an ally who likewise disagreed with Brad’s new kingship and managed to successfully assassinate the king. This allowed for Ted (another student who had no apparent name within the module) to lay claim to throne through his marriage to the wife of the late King Seleucus the second. However, said king’s unknown second son then announced his own right for the throne. This lead to tensions rising, and the possibility of war breaking out amongst those wishing to claim the throne.   [25:  Thuc. 6.57. Hippias, a Greek tyrant is assassinated at a festival, although not subtly.] 

To summarise, our primary focus during this module once each war and battle had concluded, had been the construction of our two temples (One of Seleucus and one for the goddesses Athena and Demeter), and the festivals that followed. Each seeming having been met with success, despite having been unable to complete several tasks that we had wished to complete before the module concluded, such as creating a new cult that would have gone hand in hand with the new temple of Seleucus. As there are now two potential kings, both vying for the throne, conflict is beginning to rise as tensions brew. However, my role in the possible future war is now none existent, at least in the role of epistate as it was not long after the declaration for the rights of kingship by the two rivals, that Antioch suffered a minor earthquake which then lead to the death of my character.
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