Gobbet on The Condition of the Working Class in England in 1844 by Friedrich Engels.
The Condition of the Working Class was written in 1844 by Friedrich Engels. Engels was born on the 28th November 1820 in Prussia. From an early age, Engels started to project his socialist and radical ideas in speeches and News articles.[footnoteRef:1] In the conditions of the working class in England, Engles writes from his personal perspective of the situation and what it was like with wages and the working classes living conditions during this time. The conditions of the working class in England was at first addressed towards the German population but the working class in fact managed to see it too. My interpretation of this specific document is that Engels is trying to make people aware and speak out for those who possibly cannot. [1:  Brian Baggins, ‘Biography of Engels’ https://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/bio/engels/en-1893.htm?fbclid=IwAR05GCcnv96gTW9aXapMT24DDjWYZJPLAiBcQeSFhgSDirEhiqWSBlXdJ-U [Accessed 19/11/2019]] 

Friedrich Engels wrote The Condition of the Working Class in 1844. The United States edition/translated version was published in 1885 by Florence Wischnewetzky. The date that this was written by Engels is in fact very important. This is because the start of the Industrial revolution dated from 1789 until 1848.[footnoteRef:2] When Engels wrote this book, it would have been presented right in the middle of the revolution, which would have made citizens realise what was happening. Engels states in an extract from The Conditions of the Working Class, how much of a divide and ignorance there is between the way of life with the Working- and Middle-class society. He mentions that the middle class go through the shortest routes possible in the labouring districts to avoid seeing that they live amongst the grime and misery that is all around them.[footnoteRef:3] Friedrich Engels also mentions in the extract about how much the Middle class are denying the reality of how they have gained from the working class. He goes on to say, that the form of how they gained their wealth is concealed from their own eyes.[footnoteRef:4] During the extract you begin to see how much Fredrich Engels did not appreciate how the Working class were represented or viewed. Engels is very strong in how he states that he has never seen anything like this before, and how the Middle class are simply shutting out the Working class completely.[footnoteRef:5] To Engels this must have been a big personal shock to experience this. [2:  E. J. Hobsbawm, The Age of Revolution: Europe 1789-1848, (London, 1962)]  [3:  F. Engels, The Conditions of the Working Class in England in 1844, (London, 2005), pp. 86-87.]  [4:  F. Engels, The Conditions of the Working Class in England in 1844, (London, 2005), pp. 86-87.]  [5:  F. Engels, The Conditions of the Working Class in England in 1844, (London, 2005), pp. 86-87.] 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Overall, the extract from The Conditions of the Working Class in England in 1844 which Fredrich Engels presented was very factual. The way Engles spoke about how the working class were pretty much not acknowledged by the middle class was very strong as stated above with the way they avoided the areas which they lived. Engels also put across his own feeling and disappointment evolving around this issue. It is understood that from The Condition of the Working Class in England in 1844, there was a strong sense of division between both, Middle and Working Classes, hiding the exploitation of the Working Class and denying the reality of what was actually happening. This extract offered by Fredrich Engels, creates a detailed impression of the time, which will make people who read this gain much more knowledge of both, Middle and Lower classes in this period and the differences between them.



Bibliography
Electronic Sources:
Baggins. Brian, ‘Biography of Engels’ https://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/bio/engels/en-1893.htm?fbclid=IwAR05GCcnv96gTW9aXapMT24DDjWYZJPLAiBcQeSFhgSDirEhiqWSBlXdJ-U [Accessed 19/11/2019]

Literary Sources:
Engels. F, The Conditions of the Working Class in England in 1844, (London, 2005), pp. 86-87.
Hobsbawm. E. J, The Age of Revolution: Europe 1789-1848, (London, 1962)

