Reflection

Writing three fantasy short stories, each delving into distinct themes magic realism, time travel, and fantasy adventure has been a fascinating journey, rich with both challenges and rewards. The process not only allowed me to stretch my creative boundaries but also provided unique opportunities to tackle various aspects of storytelling. Let's delve into each story and explore the challenges faced and the joys discovered throughout this imaginative endeavour.
The first story, "Good Morning," was a venture into the realm of magic realism. The challenges in crafting this narrative lay in seamlessly blending the magical and the mundane. The story follows the protagonist awakening to a world that seems similar to his but is actually different. The sun is alive, and waving at him. Confused, he tries his best to fit into this new world while trying to figure out what happened that caused him to be in his strange land. He gets an ordinary job, living life like any ordinary human being while navigating the little things that are different from the real world. It is later revealed that he had died in his has and is actually in hell. 
One of the benefits of writing "Good Morning" was the opportunity to explore the whimsical side of storytelling. The fusion of magic with the everyday allowed for a unique perspective on life's routines and rituals. It challenged me to find enchantment in the ordinary, transforming the mundane into something extraordinary. The story became a canvas for experimenting with language, preferably the name, creating vivid imagery that transported readers to a world where the boundary between reality and fantasy blurred.
However, the challenge lay in avoiding overindulgence in the fantastical elements. Striking the right balance was crucial to ensure that the story remained relatable and didn't lose its connection with readers. It required careful consideration of pacing, tone, and the overall narrative arc. Ultimately, "Good Morning" emerged as a tale that celebrated the magic woven into the fabric of daily life, demonstrating the delicate art of infusing enchantment into the commonplace.

The second story, "Erased," took me on a journey through the complexities of time travel. This theme presented a unique set of challenges, mainly centered around maintaining narrative coherence and avoiding the pitfalls of temporal paradoxes. The story revolves around a character who discovers he has the ability to travel back 10 minutes back in time. He has no control over his mysterious power, it only happens when something bad is about to happen, giving him the chance to stop it. One day he manages to stop a kidnapping, but stopping he kidnappers plans put a target on his back as the criminal knows him. His mother ends up getting killed by said kidnapper and the protagonist is framed for her murder. While running away his powers activate and he travels back in time to when he was a kid. It is revealed that the killer is his primary school teacher, he then puts plans in place for the killer to be apprehended before his kidnapping and murder spree exceeds.
The greatest challenge in crafting "Erased" was establishing clear rules for the time-travel mechanics. Upon timeless research on time travel, and time travel stories, I realized that time travel is a very complex thing, there are many different concepts of time travel, and some can be very confusing. I decided that consistency was paramount to avoid plot holes and confusion. To overcome this, meticulous planning and a timeline were drafted to ensure that every alteration had a logical consequence within the story's framework. I decided to go with a more simple form of time travel paired with an easy-to-follow storyline to provide less confusion for the reader while still incorporating a good time travel story.
Despite the challenges, the benefits of exploring time travel were immense. It allowed for a deep exploration of cause and effect, consequences, and the inevitability of certain events. The narrative became a puzzle, with each temporal jump revealing a piece of the larger picture. Crafting "Erased" not only honed my storytelling skills but also provided a greater appreciation for the intricacies of time-based narratives in the fantasy genre.

The third story, "Evelon," was a personal exploration of my heritage within the realm of fantasy adventure. Drawing inspiration from cultural elements and myths, the challenges in this story were twofold, staying true to the original material while creating a fantastical world that resonated with a broad audience.
One of the significant challenges was balancing cultural authenticity with accessibility. While infusing the story with elements from my heritage, it was essential to provide enough context for readers unfamiliar with those cultural nuances. This required a delicate dance between specificity and universality, ensuring that the narrative remained inclusive without diluting its cultural richness.
However, the love for "Evelon" surpassed the challenges. Writing this story became a celebration of identity and a homage to the stories that shaped my upbringing. The narrative became a tapestry woven with threads of cultural mythology. It allowed me to share a part of myself with the world, inviting readers to explore a fantastical realm rooted in a cultural heritage.
In crafting "Evelon," the research process was basically non-existent, it was just a journey of rediscovery, remembering the story that was told to me as a child and adding my own fantasy spin to it. The story became a tribute to the resilience of heritage in the face of modernity, emphasizing the importance of cultural narratives in shaping our identities.
In conclusion, the process of writing these three fantasy short stories was a multifaceted adventure. Each theme—magic realism, time travel, and fantasy adventure—presented its own set of challenges and rewards. From finding the right balance in magic realism to navigating the complexities of time travel and infusing a personal touch into a fantasy adventure, and with the help of my classmates through feedback, I gained the confidence need to face these themes head on and complete my assignment on time.

