Give a detailed account of Alexander’s encounter with Talestris in the sources and include analysis of reasons for the differences. Focus upon Walter of Châtillon, Alexandreis 8.1-48; Quintus Curtius Rufus 6.5.24-32; Historia de preliis pp77-9.

The encounter of Thalestris and Alexander has been documented in multiple histories and works of poetry, namely Walter of Châtillon’s Alexandreis. The depiction and character of Thalestris maintains relatively constant and emphasis is placed on the physical and sexual tension between Alexander and the Amazonian Queen Thalestris. Namely, only the Historia de preilis (whom I will attribute to Leo of Naples, c. c10th AD (Duggan, 1976, p. 624; Hamilton, 1927, p. 113), a medieval historical text, differentiates from the dialogue and interaction of the two figures, which will be explored later on.
	The meeting between Thalestris and Alexander begins with the Queen taking the active role in initiating contact (Châtillon. Alex. 8.8-11; Curtius. Alex. 6.5.25) under the pretence of siring Alexander, whose deeds have reached the “barbarian” (Curtius. Alex. 6.5.29) Amazons who live in by the Caucasus mountains and the river Phasis. Much is emphasized on the barbarous, foreign appearance of the Amazons; with bare breast (Curtius. Alex. 6.5.27; Walter. Alex. 8.18-20) and warlike conduct, befitting only of men (Leo. Preilis. 3.83).
	Although two of the are texts medieval, with both authors being European Christians, attitudes concerning women behaving in such a way would not be wholly different from the audience of the Roman pagan Quintius Curtius. The Amazons, including Thalestris, are meant to be polarizing figures as they do not represent femininity, a Roman or medieval lady’s primary goal. Their breasts, which can be used as a sexual image, have been replaced with pragmatic bands for use in combat (Curtius. Alex. 6.5.28; Walter. Alex. 8.18-27). The figure of Amazons has long been used in ancient text as figures opposing heroes, for example: Theseus and Heracles, and can serve multiple literary purposes. Curtius’ and Walter of Châtillon’s, who may have had access to Curtius’ text as a source or place of inspiration, both portray Thalestris not as a military obstacle but rather a sexual one. Only he, as a result of his great military deeds, was chosen by the Queen to grant her a child. The Queen of the Amazons embodied the foreign and amazing (Hardwick, 1990, p. 23) and to have sex with her was to overcome as you would in battle. From both Curtius’ and Walter’s text there is no implication that Alexander enjoyed this encounter, rather tension is pressed upon him for his smaller stature (Baynham, 2001, p. 117) in comparison to the brutish Thalestris: “ill fit his frame” (Walter. Alex. 8.30). In contrast, the Historia de preilis, presents Alexander as the one who takes initiative and overcomes a new challenge, having already conquered the mighty Darius and Porus (Leo. Preilis. 3.82). Perhaps one of the reasons why Leo of Naples thought it was apt to exclude any sexual tension or activity between the two figures, which he most likely would have been aware of, as his text is primarily focused on the battles and challenges Alexander faced on campaign. To represent the discourse Thalestris and Alexander had through diplomatic letters, with both posturing their power to each other; “her Amazons, who are very powerful … stronger than all armies under heaven” (3.82) and the result is Amazonian submission in the face of the conquering Alexander (3.84). As both Curtius’ and Walter of Châtillon’s Alexander’s take an almost passive role in the interaction with Thalestris, who has selected Alexander as her partner, Alexander is not given the opportunity to dominate or conquer (Baynham, 2001, p, 123) as is befitting a great general, such as the one presented in the Historia de preilis. It is quite clear that Walter of Châtillon had been inspired by the text of Quintus Curtius, with various lines of Curtius being recreated in prose. Yet Leo of Naples, who was composing his history a century prior to Walter of Châtillon, may have also had access to Curtius’ text alongside predisposed myth about Alexander and Queen Thalestris written by earlier authors such as Diodorus Siculus (Mayor, 2014, p. 322). As mentioned before, due the difference in medium, a history of battles has no place for such a narrative.
	Both Leo of Naples and Walter of Châtillon wrote for a Christian audience. This is not a focal point in the Historia de preilis however it is in the Alexandreis, with the figure of Christ prevalent and is anachronistically placed within the prose (Walter. Alex. 4.330-331). Walter was under the patronage of William of Reims, an archbishop, so one should expect Christian imagery to contrast with secular figures. Alexander is a secular figure so is he subject to this treatment, within the Thalestris passage the lover Bagoas is referred to as “lisping” and supplicating (Walter. Alex 8.7). This description, for once, differs from the Roman Curtius writing during the reign of Claudius (Hamilton, 1988, p. 456) whom describes the youth as beautiful and worthy of Alexander’s love (Curtius. Alex. 6.5.23). Unlike some similar attitudes to women that Romans and medieval Europeans could share, the attitudes between same-sex relationships is vastly different. Curtius perhaps would have seen no issue on commenting on the relationship that Bagoas and Alexander shared, as Bagoas was of a lower class and a eunuch; his manliness redacted. Bagoas and Thalestris are both below an upstanding Roman or elite European, they are both foreign pleasures yet Thalestris is portrayed with more positive male attributes than the eunuch Bagoas. She is of royal rank, Curtius would be well aware of the dangers Cleopatra posed and her corruption of Marc Antony, and physically domineering (Curtius. Alex. 6.5.29). Finally, the Alexander presented in the Historia de preilis is not concerned with religion he is nonetheless a western figure of chivalry, whereas the Alexander shown in Curtius’ history amuses himself with eastern women and eunuchs befitting of a Greco-Roman (high-class) audience, the Alexander of the Historia de preilis is centred on conquest, expansionism and subjugation.
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