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Use of Welsh in short lesson personal reflection

The purpose of this text is to reflect on my use of the Welsh language within my short lesson. Greeting students at the door with welsh phrases is a great way to establish that the lesson I was teaching was also a safe place to use welsh phrases and become more familiar with more of the welsh language. Simple adjustments such as writing the date in welsh also helps reinforce basic knowledge such as the days of the week for students. 
The use of incidental welsh throughout the lesson – such as ‘ddim sariad’ (no talking) really makes the lesson feel inclusive of the welsh language and this is repeated throughout the short lesson. However, it would have been even more beneficial if I were to take a register and ask the students to answer with ‘yma’ for ‘here’, immediately getting them to interact with the welsh language within my lesson. Using welsh instructions for various commands in the classroom (steddwch for stand, for example) is an excellent way to show the pupils a positive role model (in this case myself as the class teacher) using the welsh language and being comfortable doing so. 
Going forward, I would use incidental welsh in the majority of my classes as I believe the cultural aspect of the language is priceless. However, unfortunately my lesson was short and so I could only use so much welsh, (‘da iawn pawb’ for well-done everyone), however in my lessons as a qualified teacher I will encourage and support and nurture the use of welsh within my classroom. 
