Prophetic Figures in the Hebrew Bible

	Nevi’im
	The Minor Prophets
	The Major Prophets

	Former Prophets - 
Joshua
Judges
Samuel
Kings
	Hosea
Joel
Amos
Obadiah
Jonah
Micah
Nahum
Habakkuk
Zephaniah 
Haggai
Zechariah
Malachi
	Isaiah 
Jeremiah
Ezekiel

	Later Prophets - 
Isaiah 
Jeremiah
Ezekiel
The minor prophets
	
	



Question: What is the role of a prophet? What is a prophecy?

In Judaism, a prophet is portrayed as someone who receives a message from God and proclaims that message to a specific generation or situation (cf. Exod. 7:1).
According to Deuteronomy 18:20-22 the prophecy must: 
	a) be in Yahweh’s name
	b) be realized.

From the eighth century onwards, the prophecies of individual prophets are recorded under the names of three great prophets and 12 Minor Prophets.
Scholars argue that material was added gradually to the original prophecies; this is why there is a first, second and third Isaiah and a second and third Zechariah.

The origins of the prophetic tradition are not unique to Israel (cf. the story of Balaam in Numbers 22-24 and Jeremiah 27:1-15). 

The Prophetic Books

· Historical works: ‘The Former Prophets’ (appear early in the section)
· Named after individual prophets (Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel)
· Message of admonition: the Israelites have religious and moral responsibilities. Message of hope: sins have been punished but restoration and favour lies ahead. 

The Message of the Early Prophets: Amos, Hosea, Isaiah 1-39

· The nation appeared prosperous, but a message of hopelessness and future destruction is proclaimed.
· Amos (ca. 760 BCE) denounces the worship of other gods and social injustice.
· Hosea denounces spiritual adultery (chapter 2) but proclaims a message of hope in the mercy and faithfulness of God (cf. 11:8-9).
· Isaiah 1-39 criticizes false worship and polytheism (chapter 1) as well as moral corruption and self-belief (chapter 30). 

Prophets of the Exile: Ezekiel and Second Isaiah

· Ezekiel: the fall of Israel (1-24) and hope for restoration (25-48)
New message for a new context: God’s glory is present with his people in Israel and in the exile (11:15). After judgment God will re-establish the line of David (23:5-6, 34:23, 37:15) and God will be the head of the nation (chapter 34).
· Second Isaiah (40-55): judgment will soon pass and will be replaced by comfort and hope (40). Yahweh is sovereign over all gods as creator and deliverer.  

After Exile: Haggai, Third Isaiah, Zechariah

· The promises of past prophets will be fulfilled (Haggai 2).
· Third Isaiah (56-66): a range of material from several prophetic authors.
Reading Exercise:
Questions on Esther J. Hamori, ‘Childless Female Diviners In The Bible and Beyond,’ in Prophets male and female: Gender and prophecy in the Hebrew Bible, the Eastern Mediterranean, and the ancient Near East (eds. Jonathan Stökl and Corrine L. Carvalho; Atlanta, Georgia : Society of Biblical Literature, 2013). 

Divination Definition
1. the practice of attempting to foretell future events or discover hidden knowledge by occult or supernatural means.
1. augury; prophecy:The divination of the high priest was fulfilled.
1. perception by intuition; instinctive foresight.


· [bookmark: _GoBack]What was the main argument that you took from Esther Hamori’s article?



· What were your own views on the parallel/interfaith links that Hamori brought up towards the end of the article? 



· Are there any further comments / points of view that you would put forward from your own interfaith research relating to prophetic / divination material?
