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“Men commit crime at higher rates than women, are involved in more serious and violent offending, and are more prone to recidivism" (Heidensohn and Silvestri, 2012)

[bookmark: _Int_U9Uv3sir]The quote above from Heidensohn and Silvestri is simple, they claim that men commit more crime than women, including more violent crime and are more prone to reoffending. In order to evaluate this statement, we must first break it down. Firstly, the claim that men commit crime at higher rates than women is proven. According to the Ministry of Justice (2020), men accounted for 85% of arrests and 73% of convictions compared to women who only accounted for 15% and 27% respectively, therefore proving that men commit crime at higher rates than women is correct. Secondly, it is claimed that men commit more serious and violent crimes than women. This is proven as men were responsible for 84% of violent crimes and 98% of sexual offences as reported by the Ministry of Justice (2020), compared to the 16% and 2% that women were responsible for respectively. These findings reinforce the claim that men commit more violent and serious offences. The last claim made in the quote is that men are more prone to reoffending; which is supported by the Ministry of Justice (2022), who reported that male offenders reoffended at a rate of 25.7% compared to female offenders who reoffended at a rate of 19.4% between 2014 and 2020.
The statistics above prove that males offend more than females, however, this can create more questions than it answers. The main question in relation to the quote above is, why? Criminology throughout history has been a male dominant discipline. Not only have the most famous criminologists been men, the most famous and well-known research within criminology was conducted on men and very often disregarded women completely. For example, as reported by Carrà (2004) Cesare Lombroso, who is widely regarded the father of criminology, conducted evolutionary research primarily on male offenders, this is because he concluded that females are lesser developed and more primitive, which is why they commit less crime. Lombroso extensively researched the link between males and crime whilst palming women off and essentially suggesting that they’re not as important. In the rare instance when male criminologists did research women, it was often done in an ignorant and misogynistic manner and only done in relation to men. This is supported by Chesney-Lind (2013), who reports that early criminology trivialised females and only considered women when it directly related to men furthermore, if females were considered they were usually blamed for any violence brough to them. An example of this is the work of Otto Pollak. who as explained by Cullen (2010), believed women were biologically accustomed to being deceitful. Furthermore, Pollak hypothesized that women commit the same amount of crime as men, however, they are treated more leniently by the justice system. Pollak’s work reinforces the point by Chesney-Lind as women were only ever considered by him when it impacted men and were blamed despite being victims. Pollak and Lombroso’s work supports the idea that women are disregarded by criminology and that they are biologically deceitful and lesser developed than men. Although the work of Lombroso and Pollak has been widely discredited by modern criminologists its clearly illustrated that criminology, once upon a time, was filled with sexist stereotypes of women, this is reinforced by feminist criminologist Heidensohn (1996) who states criminology in the past was actively sexist and treated women as though they were invisible.
The establishment of feminist criminology was as a direct result of the ignorant and misogynistic way women were portrayed by criminologists throughout history. As Heidensohn (1996) continues, feminist criminology is a reaction to the way women were perceived and treated in the past by academic criminologists. Therefore, the emergence of feminist criminology almost exploded during the 1970’s as described by Smart (1990), who said it's difficult to keep up with the number of papers and books being produced on the topic. As a result of the amount of work being done, the understanding of criminology has broadened and the impact that feminist criminology has had is clear, most notably on prisons. Female imprisonment has been heavily researched within feminist criminology due to the rise of female imprisonment between the 1990’s and 2010’s. As reported by Annison (2015), women are receiving prison sentences for low-level crimes which as a result may be causing more harm than good for women. This is amplified by the Corston report (2007) which suggests sending women to prison for a place of safety must stop. The Corston report (2007) describes women in prisons as disregarded in a system build by men for men, suggesting prisons are not the answer for women. Most women in prisons are victims themselves of previous crimes such as domestic violence. This was demonstrated by the research above; female imprisonment does more harm than good not only to women themselves but to the surrounding community. As detailed by the Prison Reform Trust (2022), women in prisons are far more likely to self-harm. There are approximately 22% of incidents involving women despite them only being 4% of total prison population. Furthermore, the dire impact of female imprisonment can be felt by future generations as it is estimated 17,000 children are affected by female imprisonment per year. This conveys that female imprisonment is not only a punishment for the prisoner themselves but also for innocent children. Finally, over half of women in prison are victims themselves before entering prison which highlights that the issue is deeper than just female offending. The research above is as a result of the push for feminist criminology, which in turn has resulted in government scale changes. As reported by Liebling (2017), the women's offending reduction programme was introduced by the home office in 2004. In addition, the creation of community centres for women is another positive outcome of the overwhelming research done in feminist criminology. 
It may seem like a ‘no-brainer’ as such that the emergence of feminist criminology is a positive thing due the better understanding researchers now have on female criminality and victimisation. However, there are arguments to be made against the development of female criminology. A popular perspective, as argued by Smart (1977), is that the quest to take gender and crime more seriously has, ironically, resulted in the increase of female offending and harsher punishments, as criminal justice is taking gender and crime more seriously. Another concern of Smart is that studying women separately to men may exasperate the existing issue of marginalisation, which could result in the continuation of male dominated criminology. Another issue of early development of feminist criminology was the issue of generalizability as reported by Daly (1998). Theories on male criminality are often used on women, however these studies result in inconclusive evidence. Essentially suggesting it's not a black and white issue. Generalizability researchers focus less on gender and adopt more of a “one size fits all” approach to delinquency. In contrast another issue is the gender ratio issue which asks questions such as why men commit crime at higher rates than women? which doubles back to the quote above from Heidensohn (2012), gender ratio focuses on gender, and why the gender ratio is decreasing as female crime is increasing. One theory, as conveyed by Estrada (2015), is due to the development of feminism and equality, females have been liberated from their gender roles. Which, as a result, has increased female crime rates. This can be seen as a disadvantage of the development of feminist criminology, because of an increase in female crime rates.
Despite current data proving men commit crime at higher rates than women, the gender ratio argument suggests that women are catching up. As Estrada (2015) continues, the gender gap in crime is decreasing for a few reasons. Firstly, as mentioned above, as men and women move closer to equality, the crime rate of females increases. This can be attributed to the gender roles being blurred and previous social norms between men and women softened as a result of feminism and equality. Secondly, as mentioned above, criminological feminism has resulted in women being taken more seriously in criminal justice, which has had the unintended side effect of increased female prison population. Finally, from a different perspective the gender gap may be decreasing, not due to female crime increasing, but due to male crime decreasing. In a scenario where the gender role reverses, male crime rate may decrease due to the increased family responsibility taken on. Which was previously mostly done by women.
One final theory on the decrease of the gender gap is the net-widening theory. Throughout the past decade, the tolerance of crime has decreased which as a result the rates of crimes being reported has increased which in turn creates an increased crime rate, as suggested by Estrada (2015) that due to net widening being an ungendered theory it would result in a higher rate of female offenders. This theory takes place from a different perspective and does not consider gender as a link to crime therefore, it can be said that the previous increases of female offenders may just be down to net-widening.
Men clearly commit more violent crimes than females, as the data reports at the beginning of this paper. The question as to why this is the case is as clear. One theory by Simpson (1991) suggests, as a result of the patriarchy throughout history, men commit more serious crimes as a means of control, whereas females accept their powerlessness and stick to low-level non-violent crimes such as petty theft and shoplifting for example.
The development of feminist criminology has been essential in championing gender equality in criminal justice, by pushing for the creation of female community centres as well as the vital research done on females and prisons in the form of the Corston Report. However, as evidenced above, there are possible unintended side effects such as the blurring of societal gender norms possibly being responsible for the increase in female offending. Despite both arguments, let it be said that the development of feminist criminology has been inevitable and has heeded results whether positive or negative.
To conclude, feminism has been revolutionary in the way criminology is studied and the effects have been felt far and wide from the impact of females imprisonment to explaining and possibly affecting the gender gap in criminality. Moreover, despite the conflicting views, whether feminist criminology has been a positive addition it cannot be said that the effort into the plethora of research has been in vain.  
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