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	A subject of debate in the discipline of history is the persecution of transgender people in the Holocaust. There isn’t much debate anymore on wether or not gay men and lesbians were targeted by the Nazis, however the persecution of transgender people is not something that has been widely discussed or researched until recent years. Recent research and a recent court case has brought to light more of what transgender people suffered under the Nazi regime.

	In Germany there was a civil lawsuit that came as the result of a feud on Twitter about if transgender people were victims of the Holocaust. The court consulted historians and took their statements, eventually issuing an opinion that acknowledge transgender people as being victims of the Holocaust and the Nazi regime. This case was the first time a court ever acknowledged transgender people as possibly being persecuted in Nazi Germany. A few months after the court issued their opinion the Bundestag, Germany’s parliament, released a statement that recognised transgender and cisgender queer people as victims of fascism. 

	Before Adolf Hitler came into power and Germany was under the Weimar Republic the treatment of transgender and other queer people was relatively good for the time. While in a limited way, the rights of transgender people were still recognised. Transgender people could be granted permits known as “transvestite certificates” which would exempt an individual from the laws against cross-dressing. While they were referred to as transvestites in the past that term is often considered outdated and offensive today. Legally changing their name was also possible as long as they’d hose from the short pre-approved list. They were able to live with relative freedom, they published magazines, had nightclubs and even their own political club. Magnus Hirschfield, the sexologist who ran Berlin’s Institute for Sexual Science even advocated for the rights of transgender people. 

	With the rise of the Nazis came a huge change for the queer community of Germany. The clubs, magazines, and even Hirschfield’s institute were shut down by the Nazis. Those who possessed “transvestite certificates” either had them revoked or the police would not honour them. Very little was said about transgender people in Nazi Germany and what was said about them was chilling. The author of a book published in 1938 wrote about the “problem of transvestism” and how under the Weimar Republic there was not much that could be done about transgender people. He believed that it was a good thing that now that Hitler was in power transgender people could be sent to concentration camps and subjected to forced castration. 

	One notable person from this time was Toni Simon, a transgender woman from Essen, she was known as the proprietor of a LGBTQ+ group. She was brought to court for openly criticising the Nazi regime, the Gestapo said that she was a danger to youth and planned for her arrest. It is not known if she was arrested as there is no record of her arrest so she may have been able to evade the police. There were other transgender people who were not so lucky and did not escape the police, such H. Bode and Liddy Bacroff who were both arrested and sent to concentration camps where they were murdered. 

	The biggest reason why I chose to talk on this issue and chose the specific article is because it connects to things that are currently happening in our world today. The rise of anti-trans laws and the banning of gender affirming care in the United States and also what has recently been said by the current prime minister of the United Kingdom regarding transgender people. It shows that transgender people have existed for much longer than people are willing to believe. Being trans is often seen a modern issue similarly to mental illnesses when it has always existed just under different names or terms, people also often choose not to do any research into these topics because they don’t like to be proven wrong. Despite many major medical organisations and professionals coming out and saying that transgender people and gender affirming care is not harmful and in fact refusing people to be able to present as what they identify as is much more harmful, people still like to believe that these issues didn’t exist in history. What the stories of transgender people under the Nazi republic and the Weimar Republic show is that transgender people have always existed and were able to exist with relative freedoms to be who they wanted to be. The saying “those who do not learn from history are doomed to repeat it” comes to mind, the new laws and regulations coming out in the United States are eerily similar to the laws put in place during the Nazi regime it shows that if we don’t look back and learn from them we will become them, we will slowly see governments around the world come closer to fascism in their quests for power over others. As long as attacks on transgender people and other marginalised communities continue and increase and the longer we allow them to happen with minimal consequences the closer the world is to becoming a world that was said we’d never repeat. Transgender and queer people have always existed within history and aren’t going stop existing because there are those who refuse to believe in their right to simply exist.
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