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[bookmark: _Toc224775456]1.Introduction 
[bookmark: _Int_LVa37OOo][bookmark: _Int_tSq5yF7k][bookmark: _Int_FEiPtlYF]Critical thinking is an important skill for students in higher education. At university, students are expected to read academic sources, understand complex ideas, and write assignments that include clear arguments and evidence. It helps students understand academic materials more deeply and improve the quality of their work. Without critical thinking, students may struggle to identify reliable sources or create strong arguments in their assessments. Therefore, the purpose of this report is to explain the importance of critical thinking for academic success. First, the report defines critical thinking. Then it discusses why critical thinking is important for university students. Finally, it explains one strategy students can use to develop their critical thinking skills.
[bookmark: _Toc224775457]2.Definition of critical thinking 
[bookmark: _Int_tpdPyaVt][bookmark: _Int_N4FOfjHh][bookmark: _Int_crhp6hen]Critical thinking is the ability to think clearly and logically about information. It involves analysis ideas, evaluating evidence, and making  reasonable judgments. Instead of accepting information immediately, critical thinkers ask questions and examine different points of view. According to Facione (2015), critical thinking includes skills such as analysis, interpretation, evaluation, and reasoning. These skills help individuals understand information more deeply and make better decisions. Critical thinking also requires open-mindedness, meaning that people should consider different opinions research a conclusion. Moreover, Paul and Elder (2019) describe critical thinking as a disciplined process of actively thinking about information in order to improve understanding. Therefore, as critical thinkers, students should question the reliability of sources, examine arguments carefully, and support their ideas with evidence.
[bookmark: _Toc224775458]3.Importance of critical thinking
[bookmark: _Int_AsIhQvSP][bookmark: _Int_JEcnVzAs][bookmark: _Int_1jQuqLtj][bookmark: _Int_g1Iuq0pb]Critical thinking is especially important for academic success because it helps students understand and analyse academic information. At university, students refer to textbooks, journals articles, and research papers that contain complex ideas; therefore, critical thinking helps them evaluate and understand these sources effectively and decide whether the information is reliable and useful (Cottrell,2017). Another important reason is that critical thinking improves academic writing. According to Cottrell )2017), academic writing at university level requires students to go beyond simple description and develop well- structured arguments supported by credible evidence. This involves analysis information, questioning assumptions, and making informed judgments. Critical thinking plays a key role in this process, as it enables students to consider a range of perspectives, evaluate their strengths and weaknesses, and clearly justify why one argument is more convincing than another. Furthermore, critical thinking supports problem solving. During their studies, students work on different academic task, case studies, or academic research which requires problem solving skills. Thus, using critical thinking allows them to effectively analyse problems, considering potential solutions, questioning the evidence, and reflecting on the most appropriate solutions based on valid and reliable evidence Moore and Parker (2017). In addition, critical thinking encourages independent learning. Instead of relying only on lecturers or textbooks, students learn how to question information and conduct their own research Cottrell (2017). Therefore, critical thinking is very important for students to become more confident and responsible learners.
[bookmark: _Toc224775459]4.Critical thinking strategy 
[bookmark: _Int_oZldHsQH][bookmark: _Int_3WpXWi10]One useful strategy for developing critical thinking is asking questions while reading academic sources. Many students read information without thinking deeply about it. However, asking questions helps students understand the material better and evaluate its reliability. When reading academic texts, students can ask questions such as: what is the main idea of the author? What evidence supports this idea? Is the information reliable? Are there other viewpoints of the topic? Cottrell (2017) explain that questioning information helps students analyse arguments and identify strengths or weaknesses in the evidence. This process encourages deeper understanding and helps students think more critically. For example, when reading a journal article, a student might notice that the author uses only a small number of sources. Students should also use CRAP strategy and by questioning the evidence, the student may realise the argument is weak. This helps them decide if the source should be used in their assignment. 
[bookmark: _Toc224775460]5.Conclusion 
In conclusion, critical thinking is an essential skill for academic success. It helps students analyse information, evaluate arguments, and make logical decisions based on evidence. Critical thinking also improves academic writing, support problem solving, and encourages independent learning. This report has explained the meaning of critical thinking, its importance for students, and one strategy for developing this skill. By asking questions while reading academic sources, students can improve their ability to evaluate information and create strong academic arguments. Developing critical thinking skills will help students succeed in university and prepare them for future professional careers.
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