
Seminar 2: Using Poetry 

 

Read:  

 Read the poems by Tyrtaios, Archilochos, Solon and Sappho provided on Moodle. 

Robert D. Luginbill ‘Tyrtaeus 12 West: Come Join the Spartan Army’ The Classical 

Quarterly, New Series, Vol. 52, No. 2 (2002), pp. 405-414 Stable URL: 

http://www.jstor.org/stable/3556406  

 

Issues to Consider: 

 How can we use poetry as evidence on aspects of Greek warfare? 

 Can we use poetry as evidence of polis propaganda? 

 Can we use poetry as evidence of personal viewpoints? 

 How difficult is it to use poetry as historical evidence? 

 

 

You may be asked to make a brief presentation on any of the above questions. I would suggest 

you think about them carefully.  

 

 

http://www.jstor.org/stable/3556406

