Academic Poster Guidance
Academic posters are widely used within the academic community at talks and conferences. They can act as an overview of some research, a way of sparking debate or as a means to raise awareness of an issue. Posters can also be used for a variety of other purposes in business or within governmental and non-governmental organisations. It is a useful skill to have under your belt and enhances employability in various sectors. Someone had to produce all those Covid19 information posters, right?
To produce an effective academic poster there are important things to be considered. The poster is usually a mixture of a brief text mixed with tables, graphs, pictures, and other presentation formats. Important information should be readable from about 10 feet away (imagine your poster is pinned on a wall and someone is stood back, reading it). It needs to be visual and professional.
In a nutshell:
· Title is short and is attention grabbing/gets peoples’ interest
· Word count of about 500 words + references (to be included in a separate text box)
· Text is clear and to the point
· Use of bullets, numbering, and headlines make it easy to read
· Effective use of large print, graphics, colour and fonts (e.g. don’t have black text on a dark green background etc)
· Consistent and clean layout, using sub-headings
· Elaboration of specific aspects of topic by use of diagrams and graphs where appropriate
· Clarity and brevity of language with accompanying graphics highlighting the poster’s main points
· Includes acknowledgments, your name and institutional affiliation
What content needs to be included?  
Introduction to the chosen subject area providing contextual knowledge to the audience, usually includes references to scholarly material that falls in the subject domain.
Identification of gaps in the research and literature, critical analysis and the justification of importance of the question/area of interest.
Everything you include must relate directly to your research topic. 
How should your poster be organised? 
Think about how much text should be given to explaining background information, research questions and results. Think about the visual aesthetics of the poster.  
The layout of your poster should be both visually appealing and easy to follow. Like other types of academic writing the poster should be well organised with clear headings and subheadings. Depending on your content you might choose to structure your poster in a variety of ways.  
 
Reading order - in the first three seconds of looking at a poster, the reader is deciding whether to stay and explore the poster or move on.  The most effective academic posters provide a discernible reading order with a clear sequence of information.  
A series of columns can be an effective way of ordering information as demonstrated in newspapers and magazines. In English speaking countries, the way people read a poster is commonly from top to bottom and from left to right.  
Balance - the best academic posters are well balanced. This means arranging text and images in such a way that both elements are balanced across the poster. Placing illustrations throughout the poster breaks the text up into easily readable chunks and allows for smoother flow. Balance can also mean ensuring that the poster is not cluttered. Blank space is not the enemy. In fact, like images, it serves to make text easier to read, allowing the reader to pause and take note. 
Effective use of Text 
· Total text should be around 500 words plus references and should be to the point. 
· Be consistent with style and fonts. 
· Use Italics, underlining and CAPITALS sparingly. 
· Group text according to subject matter but don’t make paragraphs too long. Break up large paragraphs. 
· Bullet points can be used to define simple statements.  
· Set headings in BOLD and make them concise.  
Using Graphs and Images   
When presenting numerical data use charts and graphs rather than tables as these can be more effective for illustrating data trends.   When making charts and graphs format them effectively by keeping them simple, enlarging text and thickening lines. 3D graphs can be confusing, 2D are often clearest.  When using colour ensure that it does not obscure or detract from the text and images used in the body of the poster.  Use subtle background colours and black for small text. Try not to use too many colours or colours which clash as this can be visually distracting. 
Possible types of poster
Choose one theme that has interested you from the module. This could be prisons, youth justice, court system, rehabilitation of offenders. Narrow this down into a specific issue or problem e.g. diversity and equality in the jury. You can then:
Reporting on Research - this approach sets out research already conducted on the topic and critically assesses it.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Reporting on the solution to a problem – this approach can explain how a particular issue might be solved. 
