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	[bookmark: cysill]Target 1
	Ensure referencing is correct throughout especially the reference list. I will do this by using the UWTSD Harvard referencing Guide. 

	Target 2
	Further develop criticality. I will do this by supporting all points with literature. 

	Target 3
	Extend engagement with literature. I will do this by including journal articles within my work. 



Written Response – A proposal for a school community project.

This written response will discuss a proposal for a school community project based upon the context of my previous professional teaching experience school. The school is situated in a rural town in South Wales which has a high level of deprivation. The school encourages everyone to develop their special capabilities with high expectations and standards in a caring, stimulating environment according to the school’s mission statement (School X, 2020). School X has a diverse culture where there are many pupils who have English as an additional language. Statistics have shown that in the area there are four hundred and twenty-five pupils who are from any other white background, sixty from a mixed background and fifty-five from any other ethnic background (Welsh Government, 2019). School X has well-established links with the community already such as the library, visits from the local clergy, community police and local fire service. Visits to local areas such as high schools for transition days, the park, and museum are often arranged. The family liaison officer has a huge role in this school linking parents, staff, pupils, and the community together. Some of the roles include running support groups for parents, encouraging parents to access resources to help promote their parental involvement in their child’s learning journey. 

The school pride themselves in their strong community links where throughout the year they arrange numerous local visits and visitors coming to the school to talk to their pupils. It is suggested that the responsibility for pupil’s educational development is a collaborative project between not only parents and school staff but also community members (Henderson and Mapp, 2002).  This is also supported by Epstein and Salinas (2004) who suggest a school learning community consists of pupils, parents, teachers and community partners in order to enhance pupil’s learning opportunities. The focus that has been chosen for this school community proposal is developing Literacy standards predominantly oracy and writing skills as these were key areas that was stated in the School Improvement Plan [SIP] (School X, 2019) that desires improvement. 

The focus of improving oracy and writing was chosen as it was included in the SIP (School X, 2019). However, it is suggested that generally there needs to be a raise in the teaching and learning of literacy skills.  Grigg (2015) states many children in the United Kingdom leave schools without essential literacy and numeracy skills to support them in their future employment. Estyn have also expressed their concerns with the lack of progress Wales has been making in writing stating that the progress in writing is quicker in foundation phase than in Key stage Two (Estyn, 2014). This has meant that the Welsh Government introduced the National Literacy and Numeracy Framework and Tests as part of its ‘Raising School Standards’ agenda (Welsh Government, 2012) in the aim to improve literacy and numeracy skills in Wales. 

The school identifies 15% of pupils entitled to free school meals and 20% of pupils who have additional learning needs. Therefore, social justice is incredibly important where fundamental principles underlying social justice include values of inclusion, collaboration, access and opportunity which are equal regardless of race, ethnic background, ability or status (Ayala et al, 2011).  This project gives pupils the opportunity to develop their literacy skills despite their personal background. It is important that the principle of inclusion is embedded in the project which is seen to be the process of giving pupils access to common opportunities, ensuring that all pupils feel they fully belong to the school community allowing them to have experience an education which allows them to achieve their full potential (Welsh Government, 2016).  It is also suggested from PISA results that the impact of a pupil’s socio-economic background on performance is considerably lower than the OECD average (OECD, 2014). Therefore, it is vital that in this project all pupils, those from a low socio-economic background are encouraged to participate to their best ability. 

Literacy is one of the fundamental skills that schools teach to pupils and over a period their skills, understanding and knowledge should improve. The current Welsh curriculum (2008) assesses literacy in three components: reading, oracy and writing. The new curriculum for Wales 2022 where Donaldson (2015) has proposed ‘Languages, Literacy and Communication’ area of learning where the new curriculum is seen to be a progressive curriculum. It is suggested that the progressive curriculum should allow pupils to progress and develop their skills accordingly. 

It is thought that teachers have accepted that talking is a unique and powerful contribution to the development of a pupil’s learning and thinking and therefore needs to be in the centre of education (Alexander, 2013).  It is suggested that there are many gains from holding effective spoken communication skills such as cognitive gains which include; improved attainment in subject learning, literacy skills, cognitive reasoning and social/emotional gains which includes improved self-esteem, increased engagement and on task focus (Mercer and Manion, 2018). Therefore, giving pupils the opportunity to gain and improve their spoken communication skills is important to enable cognitive and social gains which will then aid them not only throughout their school years but also their future lives in future employment. 

Furthermore, in order to improve oracy skills it is suggested by Alexander (2013) language needs to exist in all parts of the curriculum where every school should have a policy on language because it is seen that talk is an essential and necessary component across every other subject. The Welsh Government (2018) has produced a campaign ‘Take Time’ as part of the Welsh Government approach to oracy encouraging parents/carers to take time and talk to help with their child’s language development and communication skills. Research has shown that pupils who receive this additional attention from parents/carers will obtain a greater capacity for both language and literacy, boosting their communication skills which will improve their chance of success in life (Welsh Government, 2018). This campaign shows the importance of the needs for pupils to develop their language skills so they will succeed later in life. Alison Stroud the Head of Wales Office for the Royal College of Speech and Language therapists said: 
The ability to communicate effectively is an essential life skill for all children… Poor speech, language and communication skills can impact their behaviour, mental health, ‘school readiness’ and even their employability as adults (Stroud, 2018 cited in Welsh Government, 2018).
This reiterates how important the development and improvement of oracy skills is to ensure that pupils have the best possible chance of being successful in life. 

Writing is seen to be an essential skill where pupils use this tool to communicate, function in society, gain knowledge and it is a way to display what they have learnt, however may pupils struggle to learn to write (Rietdijk et al  2018).  It is also suggested in the ‘Successful Futures’ document by Donaldson (2015, p.40) that “There is a real danger that we are teaching the mechanics of writing but giving the children nothing to write about”. This community projects allows pupils to gain an understanding how to write and provides a concrete writing theme which is their local community’s history. Thus, enables them to use language, explore and discuss ideas effectively. It is suggested that writing is a complex process requiring the vital combination of using fine motor skills and cognitive skills additionally to this writing is linguistically complex (Myhill and Fisher, 2010 cited in Department for Education, no date). It is suggested that in order to improve writing skills it is important that teachers develop speaking skills which will then support the language development and provide foundation for thinking and communication (Education Endowment Foundation, 2017). 

There are learning theories that have influenced the chosen focus of developing oracy and writing skills, one being the social constructivism theory. Vygotsky believes that the community plays an essential role in the process of ‘making meaning’. He believes that cognitive development stems from social interactions from guided learning within the zone of proximal development where the use of pair work and the more knowledgeable other can co- construct knowledge (McLeod, 2018). Within the school community project collaboration is key with the activities that pupils will complete in order to enhance their oracy and writing skills. Piaget believed that children learn best from doing and actively exploring but he also believed in stages of cognitive development where he suggests that children cannot learn new concepts until they have reached the said stage of their development (McLeod, 2018). 

School X has strong links with the community utilising their local environment to enable pupils to have positive learning experiences outside the classroom. One of the school’s aims is to develop a sense of belonging and work with the local community to provide the best learning opportunities where a value of the school is co-operation (School X, 2020). Therefore, the chosen focus of developing oracy and writing skills utilising the local museum to obtain a concrete topic to discuss and write about links to school x’s philosophy. 

The main aim of the project is to improve the standards in Literacy, focusing on the aspects of oracy and writing. The Four Purposes set out by Donaldson (2015) are part of the project’s aims as a result from this project pupils will become ambitious, capable learners and ethical informed citizens by communicating effectively with the community members, staff and peers. The visit to the museum should engage the pupils emotionally as they begin to realise how different life in their community was in the past. Furthermore, the educational visit to the museum allows pupils to ask questions for themselves meaning they become active learners. Active learning is based on constructivist views on both learning and instruction, according to which pupils will process and construct knowledge actively to relate new information to existing cognitive structures (Good and Brophy, 1994 cited in Rietdijk et al, 2018).  

A further aim is to strengthen community links and to develop the whole school philosophy. In this project pupils will be determined, work in co-operation with one another, developing intellectual skills through learning in a stimulating, caring environment in partnership with the community which are all aspects of the philosophy of the school (School X, 2020). The aim of the activities is to encourage others to visit the local museum. The school community project provides pupils with authentic context for learning as it is set in the pupil’s hometown in the local museum which most pupils will be familiar with. It might be considered providing pupils with authentic contexts for learning is important as Donaldson (2015) suggests it is one of the twelve pedagogical principles and states it is important that pupils see the relevance in their learning beyond the school gates. This school community project I believe gives the pupils this opportunity.  

The overarching outcome for the school community project are to improve literacy skills. It is essential that literacy and language skills are developed as these are skills are essential for life (Stroud cited in Welsh Government, 2018). Secondly, develop a relationship, communication, and collaboration with the community by utilising the local museum enabling pupils to learn about the community’s history. Thirdly, share the work of the pupils; advert, leaflets and posters will be shared on the school’s website and social media pages. This should help encourage the locals to visit the museum and it will show parents and the community the work the pupils have completed. 

The project will be implemented by the class teacher where they will have a day off timetable for the educational trip taking thirty, year five pupils, to the local museum which is a five minuet walk away. The cost for the trip is free due to not needing transport and under sixteens can enter the museum for free. The teacher will also need three other members of staff to come off timetable to accompany them to ensure that staff to pupil ratios are correct (NSPCC Learning, 2020). As the trip is free this ensures that all pupils can participate regardless of their socio-economic background. Consent forms will be required prior to attending the museum and a risk assessment will also be completed.  

The topic in history is the community’s past therefore an educational visit to the local museum which provides information about the community’s past will be effective because museums can inspire pupils, bringing the curriculum to life, allowing new ways of both thinking and learning which provides opportunities for pupils to express imagination and creative talents (Blunkett, 2000, cited in Parker, 2020). Pupils will be in pairs walking around the museum where they are to make notes and take pictures using the iPads in readiness for the project. Vygotsky believes pupils can develop through social interactions from guided learning within the zone of proximal development, therefore pupil working in pairs is effective as they are bale to co-construct knowledge as well as developing their team working skills (McLeod, 2018). Estyn has suggested that working with the community offers access to activities and resources therefore efficient and effective use is made of the resources. A case study (Estyn, 2019) shows how a school effectively worked with a museum to deliver opportunities linked to real life authentic learning which is similar to this school community project. 

Following on from this educational trip, pupils will be expected to create a short advert to encourage people to visit the local museum using iMovies on the iPads. To do this effectively oracy lessons will be given to the pupils so they know how to encourage and persuade people using their communication skills. Pupils will complete the advert using the ‘Voice 21’ approach which is used throughout the school, this approach is seen to empower students, regardless of their background (Voice 21, 2019). It is thought that developing oracy improves overall literacy performance which benefits the pupil (English Speaking Union, 2020). This activity is a cross-curricular activity where pupils are using their oracy skills using digital media which is also developing their digital skills following the Digital Competency Framework [DCF] (2008).  Research suggests that language skills are integrated with non-verbal reasoning skills thereby developing oracy skills teachers are also helping their pupils to develop their reasoning skills which are valuable skills in academic life as well as for life in the wider world (Mercer and Manion, 2018). 

Pupils will create leaflets and posters to encourage people to visit the local museum. The use of posters and leaflets are a form of differentiation where lower ability pupils will create a poster and higher ability pupils will make a leaflet. Sessions on creating posters and leaflets will be given to pupils to aid them in being successful. It has been suggested by studies that the integration of literacy material into humanities work can improve children’s motivation to learn and the extent of content to learning (Wray, 2006). It is suggested by Wray (2006) that pupils are more likely to engage enthusiastically when the writing task serves a clear purpose and this writing activity serves a clear purpose of encouraging others to visit the museum. Once the adverts, leaflets and posters are completed they will be shared on the school’s website and their social media pages. It is suggested that taking opportunity to make writing public, sharing it orally or through written means becomes important as pupils need to hear their voices and experience feedback from the intended audience (Cremin et al, 2009). 

The intended impact of this school community project should allow us to see progression within the oracy and written aspects of pupil’s work. Pupils who are from a poor socio-economic background should highly benefit the extra focus on these elements of literacy sessions as it is suggested that those who grow up in poverty are more likely do worse on numerous outcomes, including literacy (The National Literacy Trust, 2011). As well as this pupil should have a sound understanding of their community’s history by visiting the museum where it is fundamentally displaying the community’s history over a period. Pupil’s should also develop their digital skills by creating a digital advert from this school project. Following on from this project, the local museum, café and gift shop should see an impact where more people are visiting.  

Through accessing extra literacy sessions pupils should be better equipped and more confident in using their oracy and writing skills effectively. The impact of the school community project will be measured in several ways. Literacy standards will be monitored through scrutinising pupils work and books with the aim to see improvement. This approach should allow us to see if pupil’s work and books have improved and if some pupils have not. This approach was used in an example of good practice shown in a case study by Estyn (2019) to monitor their skills in writing which suggests it is an effective approach. However, this approach would mean that all books need to be scrutinised to ensure effective conclusions. 

Furthermore, the impact on pupil’s confidence using their oracy and writing skills will be measured using an observation where the British Educational Research Association Guidelines [BERA] (BERA, 2018) will be adhered to. Throughout the observed lesson there should be some improvement in pupil’s confidence in using their oracy and writing skills. The benefit of an observation is that you can see exactly what is happening without relying on someone else’s view (Denscombe, 2010). However, a limitation to this approach is that pupils might alter their behaviour due to them knowing they are being observed this is called the Howthrone (Payne, 2004) this could then affect the overall conclusion from the observation. 

Additionally, the impact of the project will be measured by giving pupils the chance to express their feelings in a semi-structured interview. It will be discussed how the pupils felt in using their literacy skills prior to the project and how they feel now, discovering what they feel has helped them and what have they learnt. In addition to this, pupils will be asked if any further implementations would have been helpful for them to complete the project effectively. Involving pupil voice ensures that if a project similar to this was implemented in the future consideration will be made of what pupils would want. Ethical considerations will be made when constructing the semi structured interview. The benefit of using this approach is that pupils should express how they feel as it is suggested by Eder and Fingerson (2001) that pupils enjoy being interviewed when the issues relates to them allowing them to express their thoughts and feelings. In contrast it is suggested by Austin (2016) that pupils may desire to give a ‘correct’ response rather than an honest one and therefore the impact the project has had on pupils may not be reliable due to this suggested factor. One case study by Estyn (2016) who were developing literacy skills also asked for pupil’s views, however, they did this after each session. Perhaps this would be beneficial as it would give the pupils a chance to say what else they desired throughout the project rather than at the end.  

The school website and social media views will be monitored where the pupil’s work has been shared to see if there has been an increase in the number of views. This should mean that the museum has seen a rise in the numbers of visitors if the views are high. The use of uploading pupil’s work to social media will also improve parent-school relationship as research has suggested that if content is published which the parents would want to see from their children it encourages them to talk about it with their friends (Chairatchatakul et al, 2012). To measure the impact the project has had on the museum, they will be given a questionnaire to display where people who visit can fill out to see if they are visiting based on the pupil’s work which has been shared online. Again, BERA (2018) guidelines will be adhered to. In conjunction with this the school will ring the museum to discuss if there has been an increase in the numbers of visitors to the museum or an increase in the sales of the café and gift shop.  

This school community project has several strengths for both the pupils, school and the community (Appendix 1 SWOT Analysis). One of the strengths provided through this project is that it provides pupils with effective cross-curricular activities. The combination of humanities with literacy is a strength as the context of the humanities areas of learning- the town’s history, combined with literacy gives pupils a clear focus for their oracy and writing where the aim of the project is to develop these skills. This is a strength as it has been suggested previously that teachers are teaching the mechanics of writing without giving the pupils something to write about (Donaldson, 2015). Therefore, this project combats this suggestion as it provides pupils with the clear focus whilst also developing their knowledge of history as well as literacy which is essential for across the whole curriculum.

 The school community project also offers the opportunity for pupils to become active with their learning where pupil engagement should be high as pupils are working collaboratively with one another learning about their community’s history. It is believed that active learning benefits pupils based on the constructivist view where pupils should  process and then construct knowledge actively which relates to new information adding to existing cognitive structures (Good and Brophy, 1994 cited in Rietdijk et al, 2018). However, a weakness of this project is that it relies on pupil engagement and therefore if pupils are not engaged, they will not be motivated to complete the activities which could mean their behaviour deteriorates. It is suggested that pupils are more likely to become distracted from attaining a cognitively difficult learning objective if it requires social arrangements (Blumenfeld, Mergendoller and Swarthout, 1987). This project consists of a cognitively difficult objective which requires pupils to have social arrangements as most of this project is to complete in pairs which could mean pupils get distracted from one another. 

An opportunity from this school community project is the development of the Four Purposes set out by Donaldson (2015). Some of the project’s aims was to develop the Four Purposes where pupils can become ambitious, capable learners and ethical informed citizens. It is suggested that the development of these areas benefits a pupil as by becoming ambitious and capable they are able to use their literacy skills to explore and develop ideas where it is suggested that the development of social skills is essential for future life (Welsh Government, 2018).  With the new Curriculum for Wales 2022 it is also designed to develop the Four Purposes (Donaldson, 2015) therefore this project is integrating aspects of the new Curriculum for Wales 2022 with the use of cross-curricular activities combining areas of learning of experience and the development of the Four purposes. Giving the pupils the opportunity to become ethical informed citizens will also benefit them as a key characteristic of developing the purpose of being ethical is to begin to understand their community and society in the past. Pupils should realise how different life is now compared to the past which encourages pupils to protect and value the heritage around them (Historic England, 2020). The local museum gives pupils the opportunity to do this effectively as it displays information about the community’s past, which also strengthens the link between the school and community. 

 In contrast a threat of this project is the lack of support it may get due to the area being in high deprivation. One of the aims are for the museum to see an increase in the number of visitors however, an external threat to the project is that the area is in high deprivation some may not be able to afford to visit even if they wanted to which means there is lack of support. 

To conclude, working collaboratively with the community benefits pupils, school and the community. By doing so it offers authentic learning for the pupils where they should see the relevance of learning about their community past the school gate (Donaldson, 2015). Pupils can participate in engaging learning activities which will develop their skills across the curriculum with a cross-curricular approach to learning. Developing and progressing pupil’s oracy and writing skills is also essential for their school life as well as future life (Welsh Government, 2018).  As a result of this school community project, I have realised the importance of involving the community in a child’s learning as it offers a different experience than an activity based in the classroom. I have also learnt more about the ways in which you can develop a pupil’s oracy and writing skills effectively.  For pupils who are from a low socio-economic background this could be their first time going to a museum and therefore involving the community in learning can highly benefit them considering social justice in allowing everyone to have the same opportunities regardless of their background (Ayala et al, 2011).  For next steps as a student teacher I believe it is important to continue making progress with the professional standards for teaching especially progressing further in the pedagogy standards. Focussing on development of the Four Purposes, cross-curricular teaching giving pupils blended learning experiences with an authentic context (Welsh Government, 2019). With this project I believe I have made progress on understanding some of the standards and the importance of them for future practice.  
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Appendix 1- SWOT analysis 
	
	HELPFUL
	HARMFUL 

	INTERNAL 
(within the school)
	Strengths 
· Pupil engagement 
· Pupils working collaboratively 
· Pupils discovering the local heritage 
· Development of literacy skills through staff expertise: extra sessions 
· Cross curricular activities- Humanities, Literacy, DCF
· Professional standards for teaching and leadership -development of embedding Four Purposes through learning 
· Pupils able to express learning innovatively 
· Pupils having an active role in learning 
	Weaknesses 
· Staffing getting the appropriate numbers of staff off timetable to accompany the trip 
· Pupil motivation
· Pupils behaviour 
· Estyn reports 

	EXTERNAL 
(outside the school) 
	Opportunities
· Strengthen links with community 
· Development of Four Purposes 
· Showcasing pupils work to parents and community through school website and social media 
· Authentic learning 
	Threats 
· Deprivation 
· Lack of support
· Lack of engagement  
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Ensure referencing is correct throughout especially the reference list. I 


will do this by using the UWTSD Harvard referencing Guide. 
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Further develop criticality. I will do this by supporting all points with 


literature. 


 


Target 3


 


Extend engageme


nt with literature. I will do this by including journal 


articles within my work. 


 


 


Written Respon


s


e 


–


 


A 


proposal for a school 


community project.


 


 


This written response will discuss a proposal for a school community project based upon 


the 


context of my previous 


professional 


teaching experience school


. The school is situated in 


a


 


rural 


town in


 


South Wales


 


whic


h has a high 


level of deprivation. 


The sch


ool 


encourages 


everyone to develop their special capabilities with high expectations and standards 


in a 


caring


, stimulating environment 


according to the school’s mission 


statement


 


(School 


X


,


 


2020). 


School 


X 


has a diverse culture where there are many pupils who have English as an 


additional language. 


Statistics have shown that in the area there are 


four hundred and 


twenty


-


five


 


pupils who are from 


any other white background, sixty f


ro


m a mixed background 


and 


fi


fty


-


five


 


from any other 


ethnic


 


background (


Welsh Government, 2019). 


School 


X has 


well


-


established


 


links with the


 


community 


already such as 


the library, 


visits from 


the local 


clergy, community police and local fire service. 


Visits to 


local 


areas such as 


hig


h schools for 


transition days


, 


the park


, 


and museum 


are often arranged. 


The 


f


amily liaison officer has a 


huge role 


in this school 


linking parents, staff, 


pupils,


 


and the community together. S


ome of 


the roles 


include


 


running support groups for parents


, encouraging parents to access 


resources 


to help promote their parental involvement in their child’s learning journey


. 


 


 


The school 


p


ride themselves in the


ir strong community links where throughout the year they 


arrange 


numerous 


local visits and visitors coming to the school


 


to talk to their pupils.


 


It is 


suggested that the 


responsibility


 


for 


pupil’s educational development is a collaborative 


project 


between not only parents and school staff but also community 


members


 


(Henderson 


and Mapp, 


20


02


). 


 


This is also supported by 


Epstein and Salinas (2004) who suggest 


a 


school learning community consists of pupils, parents, teachers 


and community partners in 


order to enhance pupil’s learning opportunities.


 


The focus tha


t has been chosen for this 


school community proposal is developing 


Literacy


 


standards predominantly


 


oracy and 
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