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THE ZODIAC AND THE UNFOLDMENT OF
THE SOUL

I BELIEVE, and many believe with me, that the Zodiac por-
trays the pathway of the soul of man and of humanity.

On the other hand, there are, at the present time, very
many more who either do not believe in any soul at all, either
of individual or of race, or who are entirely agnostic as to its
nature, origin, and destiny.

But unless man, as an individual, possessed a principle of
unity, he could neither think nor act coherently.

Further, it is evident upon consideration that the soul is a
simple substance, and, as such, cannot suffer the dissolution
which we call death and which must befall all compound
things, but only them.

Again, since man possesses intelligence, it stands to reason
that his Creator must possess the same attribute, for other-
wise whence could human intelligence have come? And since
the lesser cannot create the greater, Divine Intelligence must
necessarily transcend the human.

But to create without purpose would be contrary to sense,
and therefore it cannot be supposed that man has been thus
created.

Man has a purpose and that this is an eternal purpose we
see, analogically, in the circular Zodiac, which has no real

13
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14 THE ZODIAGC AND THE SOUL

beginning or end, when viewed as a whole and not as so many
signs.

For our present purpose let us regard the Zodiac as com-

prising four sections, each of three successive signs. These
sections I shall call, naming them in their sequence from
Aries, the Fontal Triad, the Natural Triad, the Human
Triad, and the Superhuman Triad.

The Fontal Triad
Aries—Taurus—Gemini

The first three signs have several peculiarities in common,
when viewed from the standpoint of ordinary astrology.
There is something crude and indifferentiate about them.
Aries represents rude energy, such as we associate with the
cave-man or vigorous and powerful savage. Taurus recalls
the primeval also; the sign is near to Mother Earth, and car-
ries the mind back to the shepherd and herdsman. Gemini is
by no means so unsophisticated, yet there is the same lack of
complexity about it. It is intellect, pure and simple, neither
good nor evil, kind nor unkind, honest nor dishonest, youth-
ful and fresh, delighting in the exercise of its powers and as
yet hardly using them for any specialised purpose. The
mind flashes hither and thither, like a child playing with a
mirror in the sun and throwing the beam of light into dark
corners. There is a naive egotism about all three. Aries is
self-opinionated, Taurus stubbornly self-willed, and Gemini
often conceited.

From the standpoint of morality one must admit that all
three stand rather low.1

1 That is to say, from a purely empirical standpoint. Statistics show that
these signs are more frequently tenanted by planets in criminal horo-
scopes than the law of averages would lead us to expect. See chapter on
The Violent Criminal in the writer’s Some Principles of Horoscopic Delineation.
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ZODIAC AND UNFOLDMENT OF THE SOUL 15

Yet Aries, Taurus, and Gemini stand for the three Logoi;
they are the signs of the Sun, Moon, and Mercury.?

This apparent anomaly is due to the fact that we as human
beings are studying these principles from below. When we
compile statistics about the three first signs we are not dealing
with the Logoi; far from it—we are engaged upon their
reflections in the lower worlds. From our point of view, Aries,
Taurus, and Gemini are crude and unrefined forces, near to
the primitive and not yet adapted to the uses of mankind,
which, as a whole, has passed to a later stage of development.
To us the first triad is a reservoir of forces which change in
the course of passing onward.

Each of these three belongs to one of the three Modes and
represents the ideal combination, as it were, of mode and
triplicity. Thus fire is truest to type when operating in the
cardinal mode, which is Aries; earth is most earthy in the
fixed mode, which is Taurus; and air is seen at its purest in
the common mode, which is Gemini.

As the Chaldean Oracles say, each of these three monadic
principles, themselves derived from One, generates a triad
to which it is itself as the One is to the Primal Three. Thus:

Aries Taurus
Cancer Libra Capricorn Leo Scorpio Aquarius

Gemini

N

Virgo Sagittarius Pisces

1 Taking the exaltion-rulerships for the first two. In Gemini, of course,
nothing is, so far as we know, exalted.
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16 THE ZODIAC AND THE SOUL

Thus each Mode flows through the four elements, and each
element operates in terms of each Mode.

The process of unfoldment passes successively through the
twelve signs, beginning with the Triad which I have called
Fontal.

Life, as it were, is kindled in Aries, accumulates power in
Taurus, and then flows freely into the common sign Gemini,
where we may suggest that the Divine Ideas take distinctive
shape and become the differentiated intellectual Archetypes
of all that comes into existence in the objective worlds. No
sign is more apt than Gemini to detect differences and
appreciate the distinctive values and characters of separate
things. .

The three Principles belong properly to the Subjective
World and have only a distant relation to human life as we
know it, although that connection is fundamental. The rest
of the Zodiac is a gradual development of these three in terms
of Nature and Man. At least, it is in terms of the two that
we can best study their unfolding. But we must not preclude
the possibility of the existence of beings, zodiacally ordered,
who are neither human nor parts of the world of Nature. The
belief in the Celestial Hierarchies is supported by almost
universal tradition, and is in no way contrary to reason. Such
beings may in fact be the administrative powers through
which the zodiacal forces work, and may for aught we know
be responsive to human prayer.

The Natural Triad
Cancer—Leo—Virgo

The fourth, fifth, and sixth signs have plain relationship
to the world of Nature. The first is symbolised by an aquatic
or amphibious animal; the second, by the king of beasts, and
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ZODIAC AND UNFOLDMENT OF THE SOUL 17

the third, though human, holds a sheaf of corn, emblematic
of the vegetable kingdom.

Cancer has relation to Taurus, since the Moon is exalted
therein; and, if we begin with the Sun and Moon, and then
count outwards, Mercury corresponds to Gemini and Venus
to Cancer.!

In Cancer we see the progeny of Taurus, the Great
Mother, the myriad archetypal Ideas brought down through
the Intellect of Gemini into the seething Ocean of Genera-
tion. Cancer is Form, but, at this stage, the Forms are very
fluidic; they are destined to become concrete and particular
in Capricornus. Manifestation is still young, and Cancerisa
shrinking, retiring sign, though interiorly intensely active. It

comes before the public, but half unwillingly. So we may

conceive the Forms as highly sensitive and yet teeming in
occult activity.

The lack of rude energy in Cancer is shown by the square
from it to Aries—the first square, 'and truly the origin of evil,
as we call it. Here the soul for the first time becomes con-
scious of limitation. Pain is not yet present, for self-conscious-
ness has not arrived.

We may briefly consider the problem of Pain, to which
indeed we shall recur.

In the first Triad evil was not possible, for the Three were
complete and the possibility of conflict which is inherent in
the different polarities of Aries and Taurus was resolved by

1 This method of relating planet and sign is not without value. In
effect, it relates each planet to the sign on the mid-heaven when its own
sign rises. Thus, when Virgo rises, Gemini culminates; when Libra rises,
Cancer culminates, and so forth. This, however, gives the Sun to Taurus
and the Moon to Aries, reversing the customary exaltations. But the Sun
and Moon are, philosophically, two aspects of one Principle.
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18 THE ZODIAC AND THE SOUL

the presence of Gemini, which, as a common sign, harmonised
them. But when a fourth sign comes into the ficld a fresh step
is taken; there is that which is exterior to the Primal Har-
mony. Four cannot be derived from three. Each fourth sign
is of the Watery Triplicity and is symbolic of a temporary
submersion and dissolution. In Cancer the Forms are in
intimate and harmonious relationship to Taurus, but they
are broken off by the square from Aries and experience a sense
of feebleness and inadequacy. Moreover, every square de-
notes in one sense a thwarting or checking of force, producing
repression prior to a sudden release of energy in fresh direc-
tions.

The exaltation of Jupiter in Cancer seems to show the
boundless prolificacy of this world.

Cancer, again, is specially the sign of the Soul, both of Man
and of Nature; the brooding oversoul which is the living
principle behind the manifest Cosmos, cherishing and
nourishing it. _

Leo receives the trine of Aries, and here the Forms are
instantly replenished with energy. The Lives become
objective and vital; they no longer abide in the Womb of
Cancer, but go forth in physical life.

Virgo gives perfect bodily form, being, as we know, the
sign of that physical perfection which is seen in Nature.

It represents the Edenic or Golden Age. It is a sign of
perfection, intolerant of inordination. It is of the ideal or
common mode, with no strong aspect to Aries, and therefore
inclined, as we see in ordinary life, to maintain a state of
happy innocence, busied with simple things. The trine of
Taurus shows how the Great Mother, through the Cancerian
Oversoul, fosters her children. The square to Gemini shows
that intelligence is present, but that self-consciousness has still
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ZODIAC AND UNFOLDMENT OF THE SOUL 19

to come. The animal world lives close to the great Heart of
Leo, in a condition of natural integrality.

It is not without interest that Virgo is still the sign of
Orchards and Gardens.

The Human Triad
Libra—Scorpio—Sagittary

Libra, at one time united (according to legend) in one sign
with Virgo and Scorpio, is the sign of man in his early inno-
cence, already endowed with self-consciousness through the
Gemini trine, the opposition to Aries showing that he has
developed this attribute, and with it, the possibility of separa-
tion from his Father. He can, indeed, recognise the difference
between himself and others, self and not-self. The square
from Cancer shows the beginning of a fresh cycle and the
break away from the Oversoul, which guides the lives of
animals through their natural instincts.

Self-conscious thought is really born of the square between
Gemini and Virgo—it is at this point that the Elohim, the
Creator Spirits before the Throne of the Geminian Third
Logos, say, “Let Us make man in Our Image.” The tasting
of thé apple, in the story of Genesis, seems to refer to Libra,
for Venus rules apples, and it was to Venus that Paris
awarded an apple in the famous myth. The Fall seems to
have reference to the exaltation of Saturn in Libra, and is, in
astrological parlance, an Opposition—the opposition which
divides self-conscious man from his Father Sun in Aries. The
Sun, of course, has its “fall” in Libra.

There is a certain well-known weakness and dependence
about Libra, not unlike that of Cancer, and similarly the
result of a new birth into unfamiliar conditions. Man has

" now passed out of the walled and angel-guarded Eden, and

Supplied by The British Library - "The world's knowledge"




20 THE ZODIAC AND THE SOUL

has become the independent Thinker. His mind may,
through the trine of Gemini, become illuminated at once by
the Divine Intellections of Gemini, and it is possible that
some may pass to their goal without suffering the Ordeal of
Scorpio.

But the generality feel in Libra the square of Cancer and
yearn instinctively for the protection of the Great Mother
which they have now lost. They are forsaken, or, as it seems
to them, betrayed, by a Woman, and thus go into the “far
country” of alienation from Divinity, failing to actualise the
ideal of freedom in conformity with God.

We are again confronted with a Mystery in the second
watery sign Scorpio. This is the Mystery of Death, not only
our ordinary death, but the death which is physical life.

Scorpio, of all the signs, has no good aspect to the Fontal
Triad. It is in opposition to Taurus and has the quincunx,
which is in effect a weak opposition, to Aries and Gemini.
Hence it is termed the “accursed” sign. It is in square to
Leo, the sign of physical life, and so it is physical death. The
Genesis curses are all Scorpionic. Death, sexual shame, pain-
ful parturition, toil, sweat, thorns, and thistles are all remi-
niscent not of Saturn but of Mars. We have the murder of
Abel and the Flood, which fittingly ended this epoch.

Mankind in Scorpio is in darkness, alienation, and rebel-
lion. He cannot die, except in a physical sense, because of the
trine aspect from Cancer. Although the square of Leo
plunges him into the deep waters yet he suffers death only as
regards the positive or solar part of him.

The nadir-point in his descent is the dividing line or cusp
between Libra and Scorpio, opposing the cusp between °
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ZODIAC AND UNFOLDMENT OF THE SOUL 21

Aries and Taurus. But even here the gulf may be spanned,
if, recalling the memory of his divine origin, he cries de
profundis unto God and constructs by his aspirations a bridge
of salvation across the abyss. He has died as physical man in
the Third Triad, but the Zodiac is not yet ended, and there
is space left for his resurrection as that which is more than
man.

But man, self-conscious but not yet master of his new-
born powers, usually falls a victim to the impulse to fight
violently for his personal advantage and to maintain his self-
hood in a world of contending entities of whom, as possible
antagonists, he is now acutely conscious. He may carry his
new independence to the extremes of scparation not only
from other souls, but from his Source. Hence Scorpio is a
battlefield, whereon all the possibilities of sensation are
explored.

Sometimes he turns abruptly from his revels and moral
abandon, and becomes ““converted”. When this happens it
represents a leap forward from Scorpio to Pisces, usually by
way of the asceticism of the sextile sign, Capricornus. More
often the savage gradually tires of his savagery, which ends in
death and dissolution so far as the objects of its desires are
concerned. Something better must be found, and the soul
launches its Argo to seek the Golden Fleece—that is, its father
Aries.

Sagittarius is in trine to Aries, but in opposition to Gemini,
while Taurus is merely in quincunx—appropriately, since a
new venture must be begun and the influence of the great
negative sign would always be against fresh enterprise, such
as, in this sign, is typified by the Centaur with his full-drawn
bow. Aries now calls to his Son from afar, calls to him in the
Egypt of Scorpio. We have come to the last fiery sign, pure
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22 ' THE ZODIAC AND THE SOUL

Emotion, which may be called Aspiration. Sagittary repre-
sents the perfect man at the end of the Third Triad, wherein
spirit strives with man, for that he also is flesh, that is, man is
still corporeal and at work in the corporeal world, and the
spirit urges him on and upward.

The worst of mankind are still today in the world of
Scorpio, the malignant and impure. Many good men are
in the same world, the men of stubborn courage. Many of
the best of men are still in Sagittarius, those of real enlighten-
ment and benevolence.

It is appropriate that this sign should be ruled by Jupiter,
the Liberator and Preserver, the God to whom the vast
majority of mankind should direct their prayers today for
breadth of outlook and wideness of sympathy. The sign has
also affinity with Neptune, and is a foretaste of the final
liberation of Pisces. Scorpio is under Mars and perhaps
Uranus, the two most violent planets, self-willed, dominating,
and haughty, but possessing great intensity of will and pur-
pose.l Their extreme individualism is to be expected in view
of the condition that Scorpio represents. Sagittarius, emerg-
ing joyfully from Satanic desperation, is characterised by
profusion, disregard of limitation, and a candour and
generosity which clearly show the dawning of larger concep-
tions. The native of the sign tends to disregard time and
space, being exoterically notorious for his unpunctuality and
general lack of precision. His vitality is immense (# A ),
but in matters of form he is weak and careless (# O x). The
intellect is alert and energetic, but exaggerative (¢ & II),
and in its new found liberty it is impatient and prone to try
to take the Kingdom by storm.

1 Since this was written Pluto has also come into our kén, with a prob-
able relation to Scorpio.
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ZODIAC AND UNFOLDMENT OF THE SOUL 23

The square between it and Virgo indicates that there has
arisen a consciousness of the breach that has definitely come
between man and brute, as the centaur-symbol also denotes.
Man must leave the animal kingdom.

But when the soul, impelled by the inherent energy and
daring of fire, rushes forward, it meets a rigid barrier to its
high-flown aspirations.

The Superhuman Triad
Capricorn—Agquarius—Pisces

Capricorn is doubly linked with the material world, for it
is the sign of Saturn and the exaltation of Mars, lords of the
physical and astral planes.

Man must not seek to pass beyond these realms until he
has subjected them, and in Capricorn, the great organising
and ruling sign, this must be done. To despise and reject
earth is not difficult, seeing how unpleasant our terrestrial
lives frequently are. Many earnest souls take this course, and
many who are simply indolent or inefficient.

The perfection of Virginian nature must now receive its
complement in a perfect human order, manifest in the ob-
jective world. Even man’s corporeal body must be mastered
and made to serve his will.

The square from Libra seems to indicate the struggle which
the soul here encounters. She is definitely on the upward
path, as the climbing Goat indicates, but her efforts must be
unceasing. Too often the myth of Sisyphus is the story of the
experiences of this sign; but the end is certain. The square
from Libra insists on complete realisation and there can be
no permanent halt.

Sorrow, in some form, seems part of the heritage of the
negative signs. Taurus must grieve over the birth-pangs
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24 THE ZODIAG AND THE SOUL

of Cancer. Virgo, madonna-like, must see the agony of its
children, cast out from its bosom. Scorpio is the sorrow of the
battlefield, whereon all the adverse forces seem to gather
together, like the waters of the Red Sea, to menace the ad-
vance of the soul. Capricorn is the ordeal of patignt labour,
by which the lessons of Matter are vanquished one by one.
We have reached the opposition of Cancer, and the formal
side of manifestation is complete. Ten is the number of Com-
pletion, and Capricorn is the tenth sign.

We have worked through the Zodiac as it was when
Saturn was the limit of our outlook. Man, as seen from
below, is now perfect and complete. Having obtained the
mastery of matter he must turn to other and more occult
tasks. May we surmise that Aquarius means the conscious
and complete reconciliation of the Two Realms, that of
Matter and that of Spirit, in Man, who stands at the meeting-
point of each? Uranus has undoubtedly some special relation
to Aquarius, and Uranus is, I consider, the great intermediary
between the Above and the Below, and hence the Awakener
and the Initiator. Uranus, too, is said to be a planet of the
ether, and this again has significance, for the study of etheric
phenomena leads us to understand the true nature of matter,
even if it does not bring us to the noumenal.

In Pisces, it seemns, Man departs from the physical realms;
it is the sign of self-denial, of seclusion, and withdrawal.
It is of interest to consider what the real difference is between
the limitation of Saturn and that of Pisces. The latter is said
to rule imprisonment, and yet this seems strange in a sign that
is in part Jovian; the whole meaning of Pisces seems rather to
be looseness, relaxation, dissolution, and nebulosity—states
which, in terms of character, mean irresponsible carelessness,
all that is easy-going, free-and-easy, and do-as-you-please.
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ZODIAC AND UNFOLDMENT OF THE SOUL

It is clear that these tendencies often end in the workhouse,
asylum, or jail, but I find it hard to belicve that any kind of
compulsory detention is Piscean; it is the seclusion which
belongs to that sign; the stone walls and iron bars are surely
Saturnian. Pisces, the sign of redemption, may hand over
those whom its waters cannot cleanse to the stern ringed
planet, but its own bonds are far more subtle than physical

imprisonment.

Pisces may in fact be the sign of Nunc Dimittis, when the
soldier is discharged from arduous duties and returns to his

own home. Inany case it is certainly a sign in which the Soul
is by no means at home in matter, and often seeks to evade
the duties of an unaccustomed condition, seeking too fre-
quently to revive the exalted states of the Spiritual Country
by recourse to drugs and stimulants. Perhaps its truest func-
tion is that of an interpreter of spiritual things to human
beings, a difficult task indeed, and one that necessitates a
sensitive body as well as a pure soul. How can we expect
the Piscean to be happy, if its duty is to remember what is
Yonder whilst it is incarcerated Here? Nessun maggior

dolore!

Symbolically Pisces is the state of the Blessed—the purified
Souls in Elysium, liberated for a time from the bondage of
Hyle; ultimately it is the symbol of the final freedom and
attainment; in the most limited sense it is just Sleep, which
is our daily rest. All Neptunian souls show the same stirrings
of desire for this Elysian life. It may be a mere fretfulness or
petulance, the reason and meaning of which neither the child
of ocean nor his friends can divine; it may be the agonised
yearning of the blind; it may move beneath the calm assur-
ance of the sage, or it may take expression in lines such as

those of Shelley:
c
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26 THE ZODIAC AND THE SOUL

“The One remains, the many change and pass;
Heaven'’s light for ever shines, Earth’s shadows fly;
Life, like a dome of many-coloured glass,

Stains the white radiance of Eternity,
Until Death tramples it to fragments.”

In any case we shall all arrive at the true Home of Souls. It
may be so long before this happens as to be almost an eternity,
or it may be, for each one of us, very soon. Those who have
tasted, if but momentarily, the Neptunian state of conscious-
ness are not likely again to overvalue earthly attractions or to

1 recommend tarrying by the roadside.

——EEE
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