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In today’s rapidly changing world the world of higher education is becoming increasingly different to what it has been in the past and diverting even further from what today’s middle school students are used to. There is a range resources which emphasize the need to adequately prepare for that transition and ensuring that key differences are understood. 
Universities strive to develop key skills in their pupils – a few examples being critical (analytical thinking), creative thinking, ‘common sense’ and wisdom and ethics. A criticism outlined by Sternberg is that often critical thinking skills measured by tests do not relate to ‘everyday reasoning’ and there should be a greater emphasis on relevance to real life scenarios (Sternberg, 2016) 
Higher education is commonly where young adults become used to not only managing their own time and productivity but also where they learn the importance of working in a team, which is an essential skill employers look for in contemporary organizations. Students should be given the opportunity to experience team environments before completing their higher education and entering the job market where they would be involved in everyday team situations. (Chowdhury et al., 2002) It is therefore essential that further emphasis is placed on students understanding the concepts of teamwork and accountability through the final stages of secondary education and in the beginning stages of university courses because it can have a beneficial impact on their learning outcomes. (Hung, 2013)
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Please follow this link to view my presentation: / Dilynwch y cyswllt isod i wylio fy nghyflwyniad
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h2pbYbCufPM
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Starting university
Last year I made the decision to begin my higher education and enrolled in a very challenging for me course. I had to go through the application process and get used to a very new for me style of education. Previously my only experience with education had been secondary school in Bulgaria where structure is prioritized over critical and creative thinking and student’s time is managed for them. We were provided with detailed timetables and had to refer to strict resources when writing essays and I found myself in a completely new creative environment, which both provided structure but also allowed for much more freedom of expression. 
Getting to grips with online learning and resources
Apart from getting used to a different style of teaching and learning I also had to get used to a large part of my education involving online learning and resources. I spent a significant amount of time educating myself on the different online education tools and learning resources and improving my personal Microsoft outlook, Word and PowerPoint skills. I also had to focus on creating a suitable learning environment in my home and ensuring that I was able to carry out the weekly tasks in a timely manner and to a high standard. 
The process of writing my first assignments
I found the process of writing my first assignments extremely challenging as well as interesting. I was able to get used to basing my opinions on academically recognized resources and I was also able to get used to the different processes of referencing and paraphrasing. I believe that my greatest accomplishment when writing my assignments was developing my critical thinking skills and focusing my attention on newer journal articles and books as my primary resources. Additionally, I found that through using Borton’s Reflective Model I was able of developing my arguments to a much greater extent due to the structure it provided, which has been found to have a beneficial effect on students autonomous learning. (Hung, 2013)
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