               Pembrokeshire County Council Statement

Pembrokeshire County Council welcomes today's sentences which vindicate its decision to prosecute in this matter. 
The sentences reflect the fact that Manor House Wildlife Park and Colin MacDougall have failed, over a number of years, to manage the risks posed to the paying public and employees at the Park. 
Fundamental Health and Safety requirements were breached in that there was a failure to assess and actively manage the tree population to ensure the Park was safe. 
In turn, these failures created the environment in which a 25-metre beech tree fell, trapping and seriously injuring a young child, Griff, and his mother, Emma Davies-Hughes. 
While the Council acknowledges Manor Park's conservation aims and the effort and financial investment made to develop the site as a tourist attraction, this has evidently been at the expense of ensuring public safety. 
The company and Mr MacDougall failed to follow advice contained in a specialist's report on the trees upon which they should have acted. 
Being in that environment was unsafe and the company knew it but carried on entertaining thousands of visitors who were at risk. 
The result was an exceedingly significant and long-standing risk to the public and the Park's employees. 
The defendants only dealt with high risk trees after closure of the Park by Pembrokeshire County Council Environmental Health officers. 
Finally, the County Council would like to thank the Davies-Hughes family for their co-operation and patience during a thorough and extensive investigation

