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[bookmark: _GoBack]Abstract
Virtual learning environments (VLE) are extensively used in education, most of the time to deliver learning materials and for communication. This article reports it’s for an survey into VLE use by students from University of Wales Trinity Saint David. The survey it’s to  investigated the impact of using the college’s VLE (Moodle) on learning, and it’s  based on ten research questions which investigated: whether the use of a VLE has a positive impact or a negative impact on student learning. 
Introduction 
A Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) is a web based software system designed to facilitate online learning and teaching with the use of tools “in this chase Moodle This article reports a study with specific content, in particularly the impact of Virtual learning Environment(VLE)-Moodle on students learning experience at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus. This literature start with the background and development of VLEs to support teaching and learning and it’s followed by positive and negative impacts of VLE use. It is difficult to define exactly how long VLE have been in use. The UK’s Open University has been utilising computers for learning since the 1970s. By 2010 Blackboard software was used by over 3700 educational institutions in more than 60 countries. The other most popular VLE, “Moodle” was introduced in 2001,). It was originally developed to help educators create online courses and by 2011, Moodle had a user base in 212 countries with 49,365 active sites in more than 75 languages. Pashkov, V. (2014).
Research aim
To analyse the impact of Virtual Learning Environment (VLE)-Moodle on students at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David. To collect and analyse both primary and secondary data as part of the research. To provide a conclusion from the analysis of both primary and secondary data.
Research objective
· To assess the pertinent information and literature focused on the adoption of VLE in the education System and its impact on the students experience of learning.
· To analyse the benefits that are gained by the adoption of VLE in the education system their impact on the student learning experiences at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus.
· To analyse the shortcomings that presented by the adoption of VLE in the education system their impact on the student learning experiences on the University of Wales Trinity Saint David.
General positive impacts of Virtual Learning Environment.
Positive impacts of the use of VLEs on student learning are supported by many study in USA, UK, Europe and many other countries. Manny schools and university used a software collaboration tool that enables students and teachers to communicate online to learn and develop their skills. Students performed significantly better on standardised tests in reading, language and vocabulary and on measures of depth of understanding, multiple perspectives and independent thought than students who did not use the software. Abrantes J.L.,  Seabra C., Lages L.F.,(2007). The study concluded that VLEs maximise student reflection and encourage progressive thought, and independent thinking. Students created their own knowledge through collaborative experiences with peers in other locations providing an opportunity to develop graduate employability skills and competencies Another benefit to virtual classroom learning environments is that they also let kids build relationships with other children they share interests with. 79% of students asserted that learning via the VLE made a positive difference to studying and that they understood more, yet 28% also expressed a preference for traditional teaching methods. Cook D.A., (2005).
Better flexibility. With the help of VLE, the educational process becomes more flexible and it gets more simple to continue education even having a full-time job. Since learning can be done online, there is no need for attending classrooms, like this everyone can have access more easy and from any place of the world. Dutton J., Dutton M.,  Perry J., (2002).
Better Accessibility. Virtual learning environments help teachers to plan lessons, track student performance, activity, and level of engagement as well as provide additional materials and support for those who need that. 
Affordability. Another significant benefit provided by VLE implementation is that getting a degree even at top universities becomes cheaper because there is no need for paying campus fees. The situation is even better for foreigners since they do not have to spend large sums of money on moving to another country. Pashkov, V. (2014).
Simple management. Virtual learning environments help teachers to plan lessons, manage administrative work, track students’ performance, activity, and level of engagement as well as provide additional materials and support for those who need that. With VLE it is also easier to analyse the efficiency of the current curriculum and to update it if needed. Liaw S.S., (2008).
Engagement. The virtual learning environment is friendly to experiments with formats of content and new approaches. It empowers educational roadmap with online tests and quizzes, videos and podcasts. Mixing different activities allows better students’ engagement and adding more gamification to the learning process.

Improved Student Attendance. When online classes can be taken from home or any location of choice, students can manage their  time better and the probability of students missing class decreases substantially. This is an advantage for every student which have a job or other problems which take up their time.
Suits A Variety Of Learning Styles. Every student have a different type of learning and different model of learning. Some students can learn better visual, some students can learn better throw audio and some students can learn everything from the class, they don’t need to study home. Virtual learning environment have a lot of options and resources, every student need to choose what it’s better in his case. It is the best way to create a perfect learning environment suited to the needs of each student. Bernard R.M., Abrami P.C.,   Lou Y.,  Borokhovski E., Wade, A., Wozney L.(2004).




General negative impacts of VLEs 
Motivation. The flexibility of a virtual learning environment can turn out to be a problem for people with a lack of self-discipline or with weak motivation (like some pupils at school). Without permanent control and strict deadlines, it is hard for them to stay concentrated and study effectively. In addition to that, VLE opens more opportunities to cheat since no one sees if you are using another device while having an online test or actually doing everything yourself. So, self-discipline and high motivation get crucial. 
Limitations. Not all learning activities can be done online: you cannot conduct a sophisticated chemical experiment in your bedroom or train dentist skills without special equipment. This makes some courses and degrees either too theoretical for further usage or available only within the traditional learning system. One more limitation here is delayed answers. Studying in the classroom, you can ask any question and get an immediate teacher’s answer while online education implies time flexibility for everyone, including teachers. Heaton-Shrestha C., Gipps C., Edirisingha P., (2007).
Technology Issues .Another minor problem of online classes can be sometime internet connectivity. Iven the internet technology has grown substantial over the past few years, in smaller cities and towns and even in big cities sometime a consistent connection with decent speed is a problem. Without a consistent internet connection for students or teachers, there can be a big challenge for Virtual Learning Environment. This is essential for the education process. Klement, M. (2017).


Communication. Even though VLE systems provide a lot of tools to facilitate communication — chats, group discussions, live lessons — they cannot allow the same level of engagement as face-to-face conversations. This not only discourages warm relations and mutual assistance in a particular group but also prevents students from developing communicative and conflict-solving skills they will need in real life. Kaminskyi, R., Kunanets, N., Rzheuskyi. A. (2018).
Investments. The implementation of the virtual learning environment requires time and money investments from the educational institution. The VLE system has to be either chosen from the existing solutions or developed from scratch, the staff has to adapt to new ways of the learning process organization. Murashko, M., Nazarko, (2015).
Research methodology
Research philosophy. This research purpose  is to analyse the impact of Virtual Learning Environment (VLE)-Moodle on students’ learning experience at University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus. The aspects in the research, also shows the process and the researcher appropriate philosophy that can be used for gaining effective level of understanding in the process by developing data collection.
Research approach. In this research ned to be use a deductive approach for the development of effective data sets in the operations. Deductive approach can be used for create an effective set of information by understanding and comparing the existing data and developed data and use them for a better quality and efficacity in the research.
Research strategy and design. For data collect in the research has been used questionnaire and literature review for data collection and development in the research process. The purpose of the researchers was to collect relevant data and information, to be able to develop qualitative and quantitative data sets for the research process.
Data collection and analysis. For the data collection the researcher used literature review and questionnaire survey. The survey included 40 students (level4) that are currently studying in the University of Wales Trinity Saint David and this was helpful in the process of gaining data and understanding the process.






	Answer Options 

	Strongly Disagree 

	Disagree 

	Neither agree or disagree 
	Agree 

	Strongly Agree 


	Has Moodle a positive impact on you as student?
	6
15%
	4
10%
	7
17,5%
	11
27,5%
	12
30%

	Did Moodle improves the quality of your learning?
	9
22,5%
	5
12,5%
	5
12,5%
	8
20%
	13
32,5%

	It’s Moodle an important and valuable for you in your studies?
	4
10%
	7
17,5%
	9
22,5%
	9
22,5%
	11
27,5%

	Can you learn more with Moodle than without it?
	5
12,5%
	4
10%
	7
17,5%
	11
27,5%
	13
32,5%

	The Way in which subject/courses are set up encourages you?
	8
20%
	9
22,5%
	3
7,5%
	10
25%
	10
25%








	Answer Options
	Strongly Disagree 

	Disagree
	Neither agree or disagree
	Agree
	Strongly Agree 


	The opportunity to learn using Moodle at any time and any place helped you?
	3
7,5%
	3
7,5%
	14
35%
	16
40%
	4
10%

	The subjects and activities from Moodle encourage you to talk to other students about the work?
	13
32,5%
	9
22,5%
	9
22,5%
	7
17,5%
	2
5%

	You think Moodle can have a negative impact on education
	7
17,5%
	10
25%
	8
20%
	7
17,5%
	8
20%

	Can you find all you need on Moodle?
	2
5%
	4
10%
	5
12,5%
	13
32,5%
	16
40%

	It’s easy for you to find all you need on Moodle?
	6
15%
	7
17,5%
	4
10%
	14
35%
	9
22,5%


Conclusion 
There are many benefits to virtual learning environments. VLE courses in particular offer an opportunity for students  who have a job or other activities to be able to learn and develop new skills. Virtual Learning Environment it’s a controversial subject and students have different opinions. Even Virtual Learning Environment have advantages and disadvantage start to be more and more popular.
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