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Question: What insights might the chosen extract/song offer regarding the importance of sport in black British/African American history and culture?
The source in discussion is a calypso song created by Lord Beginner (1904-1981) called ‘Victory Test Match’ (1950).[footnoteRef:1] The vinyl was a 78 RPM produced by the record label Melodisc in 1950.[footnoteRef:2] Calypso music is a famous cultural expression originating from Trinidad, which can trace its roots back to the seventeenth century.[footnoteRef:3] The highly successful record is a calypso song celebrating the West Indies cricket victory against England at Lords in 1950.[footnoteRef:4] Calypsonian Lord Beginner, birth name, Egbert Moore, was born in Port of Spain, Trinidad in 1904 and became renowned for his soulful singing in his homeland.[footnoteRef:5] Lord Beginner travelled to Britain on 21 June 1948 aboard the famous cruise ship MV Empire Windrush from the Caribbean, arriving in Tilbury England.[footnoteRef:6] This analysis will show important aspects of the role that sports played in black British history, and how Lord Beginners record gives important insights to the national, racial and cultural identity of the West Indies.  [1:  John Cowley, ‘London Is the Place: Caribbean Music in the Context of Empire 1900-60’, Open University Press, Black Music In Britain: Essays on the Afro Asian Contribution to Popular Music, 1990, 1-19, (p.7).]  [2:  Lord Beginner, Lord Beginner - Victory Test Match (UK: Melodisc, 1950) <https://www.discogs.com/Lord-Beginner-Calypso-Rhythm-Kings-Victory-Test-Match-Sergeant-Brown/master/1080111> [accessed 24 January 2020].]  [3:  Ernest D. Brown, ‘Carnival, Calypso, and Steelband in Trinidad’, Professor J. Southern (Managing Editor-Publisher), The Black Perspective in Music, 18.1/2 (1990), 81–100, pp.82.]  [4:  Beginner, 1950.]  [5:  John Cowley, ‘West Indian Gramophone Records in Britain: 1927-1950’, University of London, Occasional Papers In Ethnic Relations, 1 (1985), 14 (p.1-3).]  [6:  Cowley, (p.2-3).] 

Lord Beginner’s calypso, ‘Victory Test Match’, sheds light on a defining moment in black British history. During the twentieth century the rise of national and racial consciousness was becoming more evident.[footnoteRef:7] The opportunity that sports, not just cricket, gave to the Commonwealth countries, was a way to push and promote their national identity.[footnoteRef:8] Sporting events can be seen as a means of establishing and reinforcing national identity and pride.[footnoteRef:9] This becomes apparent when discussing the 1950 test at Lord’s, as Hillary Beckles describes it as ‘the first cricket carnival in England’.[footnoteRef:10] Beckles gives insight to the race relations and the tensions surrounding West Indians in England, but more importantly the ‘absence of cultural space’ within West Indian societies in Britain had stopped the ‘Windrush’ migrants from creating societies of their own.[footnoteRef:11] This had ‘heightened anxieties and produced the besieged consciousness’ with anti-black racism a constant reoccurring issue that was ever present during the twentieth century.[footnoteRef:12] This feeds into Paul Gilroy’s concept of ‘cultural insiderism’, where West Indian migrants were continually oppressed in Britain by racial abuse.[footnoteRef:13] The influence of the West Indian cricket victory at Lord’s over their masters is of symbolic significance, the cultural insiderism and British dominance over their former subjects had now been squashed. Defeating the British at their own game was a watershed moment for black British history and in many ways can be seen as a catalyst for the West Indies to attempt to gain their independence.      [7:  Hilary Beckles and Brian Stoddart, Liberation Cricket: West Indies Cricket Culture (Manchester: Manchester University Press, 1995) p.357.]  [8:  Beckles and Stoddart, p.357.]  [9:  Jelena Dzankic, ‘London’s Olympics Show That the Links between Sports, Citizenship, Politics, and National Identity Are as Tangible as Ever’, British Politics and Policy at LSE, 2012 <https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/politicsandpolicy/londons-olympics-show-that-the-links-between-sports-citizenship-politics-and-national-identity-are-as-tangible-as-ever/> [accessed 25 January 2020].]  [10:  Hilary Beckles, The Development of West Indies Cricket, Vol. 2: The Age of Nationalism (London: Pluto Press, 1999) p.109.]  [11:  Beckles West Indies Cricket p.108-109.]  [12:  Beckles West Indies Cricket p.109.]  [13:  Paul Gilroy, The Black Atlantic - Modernity and Double Consciousness, 1st edition (London: Verso Books, 1993) p.5.] 

Famous and ironic names Calypsonians gave themselves can be seen as both heroic and mockheroic, but this trait had been passed on from slavery. Slaves being renamed by their masters with ironic white names, was for the white man to reassert his power and dominance over their subjects.[footnoteRef:14] The use of mockheroic nicknames such as Lord Invader, Duke of Iron, The Growler, Lord Beginner and Lord Kitchener feeds into Du Bois’ concept of ‘double consciousness’.[footnoteRef:15] The nicknames chosen could show how they wanted to be seen through a white man’s eyes, for example the name Lord Kitchener gives reference to the famous British military leader. While other names easily resemble characteristics of slavery; Lord Invader referring to colonialism and Duke of Iron referring to the chain’s slaves were shackled with. Gilroy’s concept of ‘rhizomorphic’ shows the continual use of features and characteristics of the “black Atlantic” culture.[footnoteRef:16] This coupled with Du Boi’s ‘double consciousness’, gives a continual link to black Africans in Britain and Gilroy’s “black Atlantic” despite being separated from one of the ugliest phenomenon in history, the transatlantic slave trade.[footnoteRef:17] The importance sport gave Calypsonians should not be over looked, the freedom to be able to express themselves and their peoples feelings through sporting events such as test matches at Lord’s, was a powerful symbolic position for black Africans to be in, and not continually being oppressed by the British.   [14:  Leonard von Morze, Gale Researcher Guide for: Olaudah Equiano (Farmington Hills: Gale, Cengage Learning) p.2.]  [15:  W. E. B. Du Bois, ‘Of Our Spiritual Strivings’, in The Souls of Black Folk (Chicago: A. C. Mclurg and Co., 1903) <https://etc.usf.edu/lit2go/203/the-souls-of-black-folk/4428/chapter-1-of-our-spiritual-strivings/> [accessed 10 January 2020].]  [16:  Gilroy p.28.]  [17:  Gilroy, p28; Du Bois.] 

The second test at Lord’s 1950 is a perfect example of how sporting events can give the opportunity to express the pride and passion of one’s nation. An opportunity that legendary Calypsonians Lord Beginner and Lord Kitchener used to full effect with victory at Lord’s in 1950. The test was a defining moment for black history in Britain and the complete dominance England had over the West Indies had begun to break. The idea of Gilroy’s “black Atlantic” is repeatedly apparent, where the Calypsonians and the events surrounding Lord’s continuing to feed into his concept of the “black Atlantic”, although their route has been altered their roots remain embedded in their African heritage.  
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