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Abstract

The aim of this dissertation was to investigate the impacts that youths involved in antisocial behaviour are having on local communities and what police forces are currently doing to tackle this issue. Additionally, another aim of this dissertation was to gather several people’s opinions surrounding anti-social behaviour. The researcher completed an in-depth variety of research into the topic through primary and secondary research along with existing literature to gain an understanding of the growing issue of anti-social behaviour and its impact on current society. 

To facilitate the true understanding of the root causes of youths involved in anti-social behaviour questionnaires were completed to get a real-life opinion and understanding of those who may be affected by anti-social behaviour in their local communities. Prior research was the foundation for the questions asked within the questionnaire to highlight and focus on the most important areas of the research. 
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Chapter 1: Introduction
1.1 Introduction

The purpose of this dissertation is to investigate the impacts of anti-social behaviour on local communities and what are police forces currently doing to tackle these impacts. Additionally, the purpose is also to answer the question of “Should youths involved in anti-social behaviour be criminalised or de criminalised?”. This chapter of the dissertation provides the background and context for the study but also highlighting the importance of the research in the study. 

1.2 Background & Rationale 

Anti-social behaviour has been on the rise for many years across specific areas within the UK and Wales. Many people believe that youths who are involved in anti-social behaviour should be introduced to the judicial system at the very first involvement with police however some are of the opinion that young adults should not be criminalised as this will deter them in leading a normal life in their adulthood. 
The researcher seeks to show the impact these young adults who are heavily involved in ASB daily and what impact their behaviour is having on local communities and members of the public. There is a grey area within policing on how young adults are dealt with criminally and a clear contrast on people’s views on how young adults should be dealt with by police. 
With anti-social behaviour on the rise in many hot spots which are ruining local communities and destroying the relationship between the local communities and the police, the government have begun to introduce many operations for local policing to tackle this issue, namely operation Lumley which has been funded by the government for high visibility patrols to deter youths. Despite ASB sometimes deemed as a low-level crime, the repeat offenders in repeated areas can cause a long-term effect on many aspects of a community such as a strain on resources, financial loss of local businesses due to people of the community fearing and decrease of trust from the local community with police. According to (GOV.UK, 2023), 36% of people who reported ASB had avoided certain places in their community and 24% were in fear of leaving their homes. This shows the foundations of the current state of how ASB is tackled and that there is a lack of at clear strategies to regain the trust between local communities and the police. 

1.3 Aim & Objectives 
1.3.1 Aim
The aim of this dissertation is to properly investigate and to critically evaluate the effectiveness of how police forces are tackling/deterring the rise of ASB in local communities.
1.3.2 Objectives 
· Objective 1: To Critically evaluate the effectiveness of how police forces are tackling/deterring the rise of ASB in local communities 

· Objective 2: To explore the relationship between the police and the communities in where these young adults are involved in ASB and gather opinions of these communities on how it can be policed

· Objective 3: Gather ideas of new techniques and strategies to police forces which can help deter criminal activity in local communities

· Objective 4: To provide recommendations on the surrounding the growing issues amongst the rise of ASB, police and local communities


1.4 Research Structure

To ensure all objectives in this research are met, this dissertation will contain five separate chapters. 

Chapter one has presented the research through providing background information and outlining the reasoning and rationale behind the research along with the aim and multiple objectives. The research will include primary and secondary data in the form of a questionnaire and literature review. 

Chapter two introduced a literature review which is based on how police forces are currently tackling the issue of anti-social behaviour and what is currently in place to complete this such as policies and programmes. The literature review will provide an understanding of what is anti-social behaviour and what are the main root causes which leads to someone being involved in anti-social behaviour. Additionally, it will also provide an understanding of the public perception of anti-social behaviour along with the relationship with police and different strategies and programmes which are available to tackle the current issue. This will be followed by research methods discussed in chapter three. 

Chapter three will illustrate the methods and methodology which will help identify the relevant primary research techniques for the research such as a questionnaire/survey. This aims to identify the gaps in research and the data can then be analysed correctly. 

Chapter four will include the analysis of the primary data discussed in chapter three such as the questionnaire. The statistics will be analysed to present any findings. This will then introduce an opportunity to discuss and review. 
Chapter five will provide a concluding summary of my research findings will synthesising major points in the study along with limitations and recommendations to the research. 

1.5 Conclusion
Chapter one provided background information regarding the research whilst also outlining any developments. The researcher’s rationale was outlined along with aims and an explanation of the structure to the study. The following chapter will include a literature review bringing further discussion of the issues discussed in chapter one. 


Chapter 2: Literature Review
2.1 Introduction 

This chapter of my dissertation will demonstrate and show analysis of a variety of different academic sources regarding the topic of, if youths should be criminalised or de criminalised when involved in anti-social behaviour and its effects on local communities. 

The main purpose of this chapter is to achieve the first aim which is to: 
Critically evaluate the effectiveness of how police forces are tackling/deterring the rise of ASB in local communities. 

This objective will be completed by using and utilizing various different academic sources from the UWTSD online library and via the internet by using a website called Google Scholar. These websites provide academic resources which have been proofread and also eradicates any non-academic sources that the regular Google website may suggest. These websites produce sources such as journals, textbooks, government websites and also pieces of literature from a specializing expert in that particular chosen field, in this case anti-social behaviour and the police. 

In addition to the use of academic resources, in order to achieve my first aim as outlined above, further research will be conducted into other factors such as the relationship between youths and police will also ensure and allow to give a wider and broader explanation and ensure that the objective is achieved. This could help achieve the objective as should youths be criminalised or de criminalised and provide an explanation as to why this should occur and the reasoning behind this. 

Terms which will be used in order to gather this information will include: “Criminalizing”, “anti-social behaviour”, “adverse childhood experiences” and “Police exploitation of youths”



2.2 Anti-Social Behaviour
2.2.1 What is considered as Anti-Social behaviour?

Anti-social behaviour can be seen and defined as many things as possible, and some people may not be aware of what the legal definition of anti-social behaviour is. (Millie, 2009, pp1) provides an interesting explanation of this. He describes anti-social behaviour like an elephant and states that people are able to identify an elephant by seeing it several times, however it is difficult to put into legal terms. He compares this to anti-social behaviour as many people do not know the legal term for anti-social behaviour, however, can identify it by seeing it often or being victimised from anti-social behaviour itself. Nevertheless, the legal definition of anti-social behaviour according to the (Anti-Social Behaviour, Crime and Policing Act 2014) behaviour that is likely to cause a person, harassment, alarm or distress and behaviour which is likely to cause another person annoyance or nuisance in relation to that person’s job, residential premise or day to day life. 



2.2.2 Children’s Exposure to ASB and ACE’s

(Moffitt, 1993) states that a child’s first five years within the household can lead them in to being involved in ASB or leading difficulties in a normal life. This shows that sometimes youths do not choose to be involved in ASB but are raised to believe that their behaviour is acceptable and is deemed as normal. Many children especially in the more deprived local areas are involved in ACE’s which is Adverse Childhood Experiences. Adverse childhood experiences are described as traumatic events which occur or a child experience throughout their childhood (Waite & Ryan, 2019, p.1). There are several factors which can been deemed as exposure to adverse childhood experiences which can later have an effect on the child’s lifestyles, mental wellbeing and physical wellbeing. The key factors which have been outlined by (Boulier and Blair, 2018, pp 133) are emotional abuse such as the parent in the household continuously swears and puts the child down, ultimately making the child fearful to do anything. Sexual and physical abuse, whereby the parent of the child would assault or sexually assault the child which could lead to traumatic memories later in life causing a difficulty to lead a normal life. In addition to this, parental separation such as divorce could lead to further issues alongside substance abuse where the child could be exposed to substances such as drugs which can not only have an effect physically but mentally too. As a whole, these factors congregate into one, that factor being that many younger children do not have a role model in the household to look up to. As a result of this that child who has been open to ACE’s believes that this is the norm, and this could lead to adapting a criminal lifestyle as a way to escape their household experiences. 


2.2.3 Public Negative Perception of Youths 


There are several key literature sources that have been deciphered and deemed as useful ranging from government reports which outline statistics and crime rates to textbooks and journals that provide a split opinion on tackling ASB. One book which has assisted in achieving the objective is (Heap,2016a) who demonstrates and shows that although anti-social behaviour can be deemed as a low-level crime, due to its repetitiveness it can have a longer lasting effect on the victim due to the constant victimisation. In addition to this it shows how constant contact between the victim and the offender can lead to further crimes and have a more detrimental effect due to ASB mainly occurring in repeat areas of where the victim resides. 

Many youths feel as if they are being labelled as a nuisance and being the main cause of anti-social behaviour and are being blamed as being responsible for anti-social behaviour in their local communities, mainly by the older generation of people.
The rise in ASB in local areas and its increase in severity has impacted not only local police but local communities along with some local businesses resulting in financial losses due to fear in individuals in local communities. ASB can cause a domino effect of issues such a strain in resources which leads to distrust from the community and the increase of stress on public sectors. ASB can also be deciphered as both positive and negative. (GOV.UK, 2023) states that anti-social behaviour can have a positive effect on local communities forcing them to work together and to help build foundations within their local community. Although general anti-social behaviour can have detrimental effects on communities, on some occasions this can help rebuild broken relationships within targeted areas and bring a feeling of togetherness. 

Although there has been some research done in to new and innovative ways of deterring ASB such as government operations and fundings of high visibility patrols, there is a clear lack of communication between local authorities and young adults who are involved in ASB. It is unclear if these government funded operations are the correct way of tackling ASB and if these young adults should be criminalised or not. There is a gap and a sour relationship between local authorities and these youths, however regaining and rebuilding the trust from these young adults who cause anti-social behaviour could help eradicate anti-social behaviour as a whole. 




2.2.4 Youths Involved in ASB and The Police 

Many people believe that the only way to tackle youths involved in ASB is to criminalise them. Although there is a split opinion regarding criminalising youths the majority of the public who believe that criminalising these youths is the most appropriate manor of dealing with them are mainly because they have either been a victim of ASB themselves or ASB has affected them in one way or another. Bittner (1990) discovered that youths who have a negative opinion on police are more likely to be involved or come in to contact with police in a negative manner which ultimately will increase their chances of being criminalised rather than de criminalised. In addition to this, several others have stated that the relationship youths have with police can have a detrimental effect on their social life such as proceeding to develop difficulties in school and are also more likely to find themselves involved with gangs (Flexton et al., 2009). There has been a significant rise in anti-social behaviour with the (Office of National Statistics 2024) stating that there were over 1 million reported incidents of anti-social behaviour reported including figures from the British Transport Police in a singular year. However, ONS also illustrate a more concerning figure whereby for every 3 people in the UK, 1 or more of them have been a victim of anti-social behaviour or has witnessed some sort of anti-social behaviour. In addition to this, by being open to anti-social behaviour more than a quarter of those victims have gone on to develop mental health problems and have avoided the area where they have been victimised. This can be seen to be putting further pressure on the police to eradicate or minimise the amount of ASB which is occurring in local areas. 



2.3 Rehabilitation Schemes 
2.3.1 Parent Management Training 

As mentioned, many people believe that there is only one singular solution to prevent anti-social behaviour which is to criminalise them. However over recent times there has been several programmes which has been developed to tackle anti-social behaviour at the core or at its early stages of development. One programme which has been developed is the Parent Management Training (Patty, L et al,. 2013). This programme has been developed to target children between the ages of 4-7 years old who might be at risk of being involved in anti-social behaviour due to being open to ACE’s. The programme targeted parents and children to train them based on social learning principles to assist in managing their child’s behaviour. The programme itself consisted of 11 sessions which were spread out over a 6-month period and the parents were trained in groups of 8-10. After the programme the child’s behaviour was assessed and results were deemed as positive in relation to the child’s behaviour both short term and long term. 


2.3.2 Criminal Behaviour Order 

Criminal Behaviour Orders are used and issued by the courts for individuals involved in anti-social behaviour, especially ones that are deemed as prolific. The use of a criminal behaviour order is usually the last solution prior to any prison sentence. On some occasions the justice system has no option but to criminalise individuals involved in anti-social behaviour. The criminal behaviour order is set out into five separate stages. Stage number 1 being the offence being committed by an individual which amounts to anti-social behaviour such as vandalism or hate crime. After the individual has been prosecuted of the offence the prosecution apply for a CBA after the individual has been charged with the criminal offence. The court itself then must be confident that a CBO will help prevent any further anti-social behaviour issues arising and once granted the CBO prohibits the individual from doing something for two years and requires them to do something to address their behaviour (Youth Justice Board 2025). Although this could seem as criminalising the individual, if the individual complies with the criminal behaviour order after 2 years, then the criminal behaviour order itself can be dropped. However, on the other hand, if they breach the order then this could lead to them receiving a prison sentence. 




2.3.3 Turnaround Programme

Another solution which has been funded by the government is the turnaround programme. The turnaround programme is an early intervention programme which is led by the ministry of justice and has been funded with £71 million to be spread across England and Wales’ youth offending teams (GOV.UK 2023). The programme has been funded until 2026 where the funding itself will allow youth offending teams to provide support for youths who are on the verge of entering the justice system. In addition to this, the funding will allow services to work with a projected further 20,000 children who have not been able to receive the support they need previously. The turnaround programme also links in with the governments safer streets aim which is to halve knife crime and anti-social behaviour in local communities. The children who are eligible do not have to admit guilt to receive support and they will be part of an assessment to work out their weaknesses and strengths to build a foundation for their careers. 

2.4 Conclusion 

This chapter of my dissertation achieved my first objective which is:

Critically evaluate the effectiveness of how police forces are tackling/deterring the rise of ASB in local communities. 

To conclude this chapter there is clear evidence that there has been a significant amount of research on how not only police but other agencies such as the youth offending service can deter anti-social behaviour whether by criminalising young individuals or adapting to not criminalising them by introducing them to programmes such as the Turnaround programme or parent management training. This literature review has demonstrated that anti-social behaviour can stem from a child’s life within the household from a very young age which can lead them to being involved in anti-social behaviour. This literature review has demonstrated that there are some gaps in the research surrounding what is the correct solution to tackling anti-social behaviour and that there is a slight inconsistency on what outcome a child should receive. The review has also showed that with the rise in ASB figures not all children can be treated or be given an opportunity to turn their life around. 

The next chapter will identify the correct and most suitable research method and methodology to answer the issues which have arisen in this literature review.


Chapter Three: Research Method

3.1 Introduction
The subject area of this study will be focusing on anti-social behaviour amongst our younger generations and the impacts on our local communities. Anti-social behaviour has been on the rise for many years across specific areas within the UK and Wales. Many people believe that youths who are involved in anti-social behaviour should be introduced to the judicial system at the very first involvement with police however some are of the opinion that young adults should not be criminalised as this will deter them in leading a normal life in their adulthood. This study will show the impact these young adults who are heavily involved in ASB daily and what impact their behaviour is having on local communities and members of the public by gathering information and opinions using a variety of different data collection techniques. 
The objectives this chapter of the study seeks to answer are the following:
1) Critically evaluate the effectiveness of how police forces are tackling/deterring the rise of ASB in local communities 
2) Explore the relationship between the police and the communities in where these young adults are involved in ASB and gather opinions of these communities on how it can be policed
3) Decipher what forces are currently doing at present to tackle this issue 
4) Gather ideas of new techniques and strategies to police forces which can help deter criminal activity in local communities

Upon reflection of the literature review surrounding the chosen area the researcher has identified some gaps within the research. One main factor which intertwines with the key objectives is that there is some inconsistency within the judicial system that if youths and young adults should be criminalised because of being involved in anti-social behaviour or if they should be introduced into more career building and opportunist strategies to prevent any future involvement. 

3.2 Research Strategy
There are several research methods and strategies which the researcher has considered such as interviews. However, the researcher has chosen to conduct the research by dispatching a survey to members of the police force to gather the relevant information to ensure that they complete the objectives which they have outlined. This is a primary research method whereby the researcher will construct a series of questions which targets the relevant audience to gather their opinions on my chosen subject. Primary research is information which is gathered first hand (Rabianski, 2003, pp43)
The researcher has chosen to use surveys as their research strategy as in contrast to conducting interview the researcher is able to target a much larger audience in a shorter period. If an interview was conducted this could last several minutes and this will only target one person. In regard to dispatching a survey this will allow the researcher to gather multiple participants opinion’s by providing them with the relevant questions to answer. 
The researcher can utilize our in-force information page to introduce the survey and to sample the target audience to provide access to all staff members of Gwent Police to complete the survey itself. The information page which will be used to dispatch the survey is used by all members of Gwent police with ease of access which will increase the amount of people who will interact and complete the survey. The researcher will be aiming to hand out and conduct a survey which targets the objectives which have been set out above. The survey itself will offer anonymity for members who choose to give their view and pinions and will allow  to gather firsthand information from the tailored questions. 

The questionnaire will be handed out using an online service namely Google Forms which will allow all answers to be collected and directed back to the author. This will also allow the researcher to sample their target audience as the survey will be open to members of staff who are specialized in anti-social behaviour which will also help answer my outlined objectives. The researcher has also chosen this sampling approach as the survey itself will be optional and not all members of staff will be required to complete the survey, any user will be able to retract at any given time. 

3.3 Data Collection
The survey will be open to all members of staff for a selected period such as a week to allow as many members as possible to complete the survey without the need to worry about time. In addition to this as many staff members work a shift pattern this will also ensure that the researcher can gather opinions across a variety of shifts and departments. The use of software’s such as Google Forms will provide the researcher with a condensed list of all participants choices and selections. The programme, Google Data will also be utilized which will allow the researcher to show the collection of data in a concise and comprehensible way such as line graphs or bar graphs. There will be a mixture of both qualitative and quantitative methods based off the questions outlined in the survey. The graph will focus on the quantitative answers of the survey.
In regard to the qualitative methods as this will be focusing more on words rather than numbers, which will allow the researcher to be able to show the findings by deciphering certain themes from the feedback which are received. This could be shown if multiple people share the same opinion which may not be an exact representation of each other however they may share the same theme which will also ensure that this answers the outlined objectives.





3.4 Data Analysis

The questionnaire will allow all participants to choose their anonymity as there will be a notification at the beginning of the survey which will inform the user of this. The questionnaire will be fully anonymous to prevent any users from being affected from their given answers. 
All answers will be tailored by the author to assist with the objective which has been set out and to also contain its anonymity. As the questionnaire will be completed using an online service this yet again helps keep all users anonymous to both the author and any person that can access and complete the survey. The sample audience will be big enough as there are over 3000 staff members in Gwent Police however one limitation, which has been identified is that many staff members will find it difficult in finding the time to complete the survey if it is optional to complete. 

3.5 Conclusion 
To summaries this chapter the researcher has outlined the key objectives which will be answered by dispatching a survey to members of staff from Gwent Police. It will be fully accessible and there are minimal limitations and ethical issues that come along with the survey. The survey will be open for a period of several days to ensure the author receives enough information and opinions. These will be set out a graph to condense the information to target the key objectives as outlined. 



4. Chapter Four: Data Analysis 
4.1 Introduction 
Chapter 3 has helped identify several different methods and methodology of this research. This chapter will help achieve the second and third objective which are:

Explore the relationship between the police and the communities in where these young adults are involved in ASB and gather opinions of these communities on how it can be policed

Gather ideas of new techniques and strategies to police forces which can help deter criminal activity in local communities


This chapter will ensure presentation and analysis of the data which has been found through my primary research methods. One online survey was created where 23 willing participants took part in the survey itself which allowed the participants to provide new and innovative way on how police forces can help deter criminal activity in local communities. In this chapter itself several references will be made to the results found in cohesion with the turnaround programme which is currently in place for youths involved in anti-social behaviour.






4.2 Data Analysis  

The data which was gathered was collected from Google Forms which is an online survey tool. Using this application presented several benefits to not only publishing the survey itself but to collecting and analysis the results provided from participants. It allowed participants to access the survey during their own time and allowed for the researcher to gather as many results as quickly as possible. Google forms were chosen over any other survey platform due to its ease of use and access of results for analysis. 

 


4.3 Demographic and Descriptive Statistics 
At the beginning of the survey were questions relating to the participant itself such as gender, age and rank of the user. These questions were used by the researcher in order to seek any similar or contrasting view and opinions based off of gender, age and rank. The survey itself consisted of 23 willing voluntary individuals who were above 18 years of age and works in Gwent Police. The survey was shared on the local bulleting website for all staff members at Gwent Police for ease of access and a variation of participants.

[image: Forms response chart. Question title: What is your gender?. Number of responses: 23 responses.]
 Out of the 23 participants, 15 (65.2%) participants were male and 8 (34.8%) of the 23 were female. The researcher wanted to decipher whether gender and age will show a difference or a trend in answers to the survey itself. Otufowora (2021) states that females are more likely to participate in studies, however some studies show that females are less likely to be interested in the study itself. All participants were aware that their answers could be used in the dissertation prior to providing any answers. 

4.4 Questionnaire Findings 
4.4.1 Public Perception of Anti-Social Behaviour 
Through analysis of the 23 responses were received as part of the questionnaire it is clear to see that every respondent had a negative view on anti-social behaviour and that there is nothing positive to come from antisocial behaviour and its effects in the community. One question which was asked was what affect anti-social behaviour has had on the participant if they had experienced it previously. There was a trend in all answers with 6 out of the 23 participants labelling the experience as intimidating and an annoyance. As the question was not a multiple choice question and still despite this similar answers were received by 6 participants this demonstrates that there is a clear trend in the perception of anti-social behaviour as multiple participants provided a similar answer to an open ended question. This is in contrast to previous research which has been found from (GOV.UK, 2023b) who state that anti-social behaviour can sometimes be viewed as a positive aspect to society as it brings communities together. 

4.4.2 Root Cause of Anti-Social Behaviour 
When analysing the answers of all 23 participants of the survey, they were asked what they believe to be the main root cause of anti-social behaviour and how does one find themselves involved in anti-social behaviour. 
[image: Forms response chart. Question title: What do you believe are the main root causes of a persons involvement in anti-social behaviour?. Number of responses: 23 responses.]


39.1% of people believe that the root cause is a mixture of all elements, with 26.1% believing that the lack of youth facilities is the main root cause of why people get involved in anti-social behaviour. In contrast 21.7% of participants believe that lack of parental control is the root cause. This supports previous research where Moffit (1993) stated that the child’s first five year experience in the house hold can lead them in to anti-social behaviour. The findings showed that the majority of people believe that the root cause is a mixture of several different elements and not just one aspect. However, lack of facilities for young people was chosen as the main root cause of anti-social behaviour. 






4.4.3 Criminalising Anti-Social Behaviour
Whilst analysing all 23 responses from participants 56% percent of people believe that youths involved in anti-social behaviour should be given a chance to change prior to being criminalised. In contrast to this only 8.7% of people believed nobody should be given a chance and that they should be criminalised on the first instance. In addition to this 34% of participants believe that Individuals should be offered restorative procedures and policies and be introduced into the justice systems as a final option. The findings are support by this chart below from the questionnaire itself: 
[image: Forms response chart. Question title: Do you believe that all individuals involved in ASB should be criminalised?. Number of responses: 23 responses.]


The question asked also has a connection to another question which was asked in the survey. The following question was what powers or policies should be introduced to help deal with anti-social behaviour and what policies are currently present. This question was not a multiple-choice question, and several participants believed that punishments should be greater, and the process of prosecution should be swifter in comparison to the length of time it takes at present. In contrast to the opinions of the participants, not one participant mentioned any current policies which I outlined in my previous chapter such as the Youth Turnaround programme and Parental Management training. The findings are deemed as more punishment focused rather than any rehabilitative policies and procedures. This could show that there is a clear gap in the subject as not many people are familiar with what policies are currently out there to use. In addition to this it is clear that the majority of people are focused more on prosecuting individuals involved in anti-social behaviour rather than supporting rehabilitation. 



4.5 Conclusion
This chapter helped achieve the second and third objectives:

Explore the relationship between the police and the communities in where these young adults are involved in ASB and gather opinions of these communities on how it can be policed

Gather ideas of new techniques and strategies to police forces which can help deter criminal activity in local communities


In conclusion, based upon my findings it is clear that there has been a rise in anti-social behaviour and that it’s a growing problem within our local communities. The present study has helped me identify how anti-social behaviour is affecting the local community and the publics opinion on how individuals involved should be dealt with. I did notice a contrast in public perception of what the root causes of anti-social behaviour are. However, the vast majority of people are concerned that there are not enough policies and powers to deal with the growing problem of anti-social behaviour. This chapter has ensured a successful analysis of the data which has been collected and gathered a primary research method and opinion of the public on anti-social behaviour. 


5. Chapter Five: Conclusions & Recommendations 
5.1 Introduction 
The previous chapter helped achieve objective two and three of this study. It helped through collecting primary and secondary data via questionnaires in order to achieve the second and third objective.  This final chapter will ensure and achieve the final objective which is: 

To provide recommendations on the surrounding the growing issues amongst the rise of ASB, police and local communities


This final chapter will also provide a conclusion to the main question of the dissertation which is “Should youths involved in ASB be criminalised or de criminalised? This chapter will also demonstrate and highlight limitations of this project and additionally identify any new pathways for future academic research to be completed in this area. 


5.2 Completion and Achievement of Objectives

The overall aim of this research was to advance an understanding of individuals who were involved in anti-social behaviour, the causes and the effects those individuals have on the local communities they act anti socially in.  The specific research objectives were: 

1) Critically evaluate the effectiveness of how police forces are tackling/deterring the rise of ASB in local communities 

Analysis of literature was completed within the literature review of this dissertation to completed this objective 

2) Explore the relationship between the police and the communities in where these young adults are involved in ASB and gather opinions of these communities on how it can be policed


3) Gather ideas of new techniques and strategies to police forces which can help deter criminal activity in local communities

Research objective 2 and 3 were completed through distribution of a questionnaire to police staff

4) [bookmark: _Hlk208586618]To provide recommendations on the surrounding the growing issues amongst the rise of ASB, police and local communities

This objective will be achieve within this chapter. 




5.3 Research Objectives: Summary of Findings and Conclusions

5.3.1 Research Objective 1
The main findings for this objective were completed in the literature review. The findings were that the relationship between police and youths involved with anti-social behaviour have a detrimental effect on their long-term life. A negative relationship with police leads to low attendance in school for youths and an increase in likelihood to find themselves in gangs which lead to ASB. Additionally, the rise in statistics in terms of number of reported ASB related to calls to police and the increase in the number of victims to ASB meaning that the public will adopt a more negative perception of youths and believe that nothing is being done to limit and mitigate the effects of ASB. It is also evident that police forces have introduced many rehabilitative programmes which act as a preventive strategy such as the turn around programme. 

To conclude although the findings can suggest that ASB is a growing issue in many local communities and that the general public share a negative view on how ASB is currently being policed. There is a significant gap in the research in relation to the present inconsistency on what punishment youths involved in ASB should receive. Some youths find themselves in a vicious circle where criminalisation is not the correct solution.

5.3.2. Research Objective 2
The findings for this objective were completed in the analysis and results chapter. The findings were gathered from primary research where a questionnaire was distributed to members of staff at Gwent Police. The findings demonstrated a clear negative perception that members of the public have on anti-social behaviour and that it offers no positive aspect to local communities where its present. Additionally, participants of the questionnaire share a mixed opinion on that if youths should be criminalised with the stronger opinion that youths should be given a chance of rehabilitation prior to entering the justice system.

To conclude although the findings of the chapter show a mixed and shared opinion from the participants of the questionnaire the overall thesis is that the public view ASB purely in a negative aspect. However, not all participants were aware of the causes of anti-social behaviour which leads to an opportunity of further research. 

5.3.3 Research Objective 3
The findings for this objective were again completed in the analysis and results chapter where a questionnaire was distributed. Many participants posed new ideas such as that not all individuals who are involved in ASB should be criminalised. Several participants shared the view that youths should be given one chance to prevent themselves from entering the justice system and being criminalised. Additionally, the vast majority of participants stated that they have experiences ASB first hand or have witnessed it themselves and expressed the effects on them. 

To conclude the findings, it is evident that the public perception of ASB is negative and there confidence is scarce. However it is evident that the public perception is not aligned to the current risk level of anti-social behaviour. 



5.4 Recommendations (Or lessons or Implications learned)
The first recommendation that can be made is that youths should be offered more long-term support. Youths who are first time offenders in relation to anti-social behaviour should be offered support or rehabilitation which is tailored to each individual which should offer a consistent support to ensure the child does not enter a cycle of offending. Tailored support for each individual would be beneficial in contrast to a generic support system. This would ensure that the support can target a plethora of weaknesses in that individual who is receiving the support. 

The second recommendation that can be made is that the statistics surrounding ASB and how it is dealt with should be made more accessible to the public. Such as, number of offenders in the local area could increase confidence and mitigate social cohesion. In addition to this positive outcome from police should also be more accessible and public facing to increase confidence in the local communities. This will also encourage many more people to stand up to anti-social behaviour and report incident to police which can lead to more children being entered into rehabilitation before it is too late. 

The last recommendation which can be made is that local communities should be encouraged to communicate with all ages and build relationships. At present there seems to be a sour relationship between youths and the older generations. Community clubs and sporting events could be introduced to intertwine all members of the community and help build relationships. This may allow youths to limit their chances of becoming involved in ASB.  

5.5 Conclusion - Final Thoughts 
To conclude, the dissertation has demonstrated that youths involved in ASB can pose difficulties and challenges to targeted communities and police however criminalising all children involved should not be the correct and only effective way of limitation of ASB. Although many people share the view that police should criminalise all persons involved with ASB sometimes this leads to an individual entering a cycle of re offending where in contrast, other rehabilitative strategies were more effective in punishing the youth. Ensuring a more balanced approach to dealing with the child leads to a increased chance of the child holding accountability for what they have done. It also leads to the child engaging with services to prevent further re offending. This not only  offers the most effective way on minimising the amount of ASB which tare apart local communities but it also allows the child to get a second chance of life. 

This research has reiterated the importance of the re growth of relationships between youths, local communities and the police. Prioritising preventative approaches in working alongside young people and offering support to young people can help local communities and the police move towards a safer environment to live in and a more effective way of rehabilitating young people to become a member of that community in the long term. The balance between preventative strategies and punishment can be achieved overtime and will be key to the justice system and young people in the future to increase inclusivity in local communities and to minimise anti-social behaviour as a whole. 
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7. Appendices
7.1 Appendix 1 – Copy of Questionnaire
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If Yes, please attach a copy of any final approval (or interim approval) from the organisation (this may be a copy of an email if appropriate).
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	15
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	16
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	Details of any other primary data collection method:



(this box should expand as you type)
	
	


If NO to every question, then the research activity is (ethically) low risk and may be exempt from some of the following sections (please refer to Guidance Notes).

If YES to any question, then no research activity should be undertaken until full ethical approval has been obtained. 

SECTION G: Intended Participants
If there are no participants then do not complete this section, but go directly to section H.

	
	Who are the intended participants:
	
YES
	
NO

	1
	Students or staff at the University?
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	☐

	2
	Adults (over the age of 18 and competent to give consent)?
	☒
	☐

	3
	Vulnerable adults?
	☐
	☒

	4
	Children and Young People under the age of 18? (Consent from Parent, Carer or Guardian will be required)
	☐
	☒

	5
	Prisoners?
	☐
	☒

	6
	Young offenders?
	☐
	☒

	7
	Those who could be considered to have a particularly dependent relationship with the investigator or a gatekeeper?
	☐
	☒

	8
	People engaged in illegal activities?
	☐
	☒

	9
	Others. Please indicate the participants below, and specifically any group who may be unable to give consent.
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	☒

	
	Details of any other participant groups:
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	Participant numbers and source
Provide an estimate of the expected number of participants. How will you identify participants and how will they be recruited? 

	10
	How many participants are expected?

	
10-20

(this box should expand as you type)

	11
	Who will the participants be?

	
Staff members of GWP and general public 

(this box should expand as you type)

	12
	How will you identify the participants?
	Using GWP websites
Letters
Social Media platforms 


(this box should expand as you type)




	
	Information for participants:
	
YES
	NO
	
N/A

	13
	Will you describe the main research procedures to participants in advance, so that they are informed about what to expect?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	14
	Will you tell participants that their participation is voluntary?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	15
	Will you obtain written consent for participation?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	16
	Will you explain to participants that refusal to participate in the research will not affect their treatment or education (if relevant)?
	☐
	☐
	☒

	17
	If the research is observational, will you ask participants for their consent to being observed?
	☐
	☐
	☒

	18
	Will you tell participants that they may withdraw from the research at any time and for any reason?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	19
	With questionnaires, will you give participants the option of omitting questions they do not want to answer?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	20
	Will you tell participants that their data will be treated with full confidentiality and that, if published, it will not be identifiable as theirs?
	☐
	☐
	☐

	21
	Will you debrief participants at the end of their participation, in a way appropriate to the type of research undertaken?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	22
	If NO to any of above questions, please give an explanation 

	
	Written consent will not be needed due to being conducted electronically, a section will be included on the form instead. 


(this box should expand as you type)



	
	Information for participants:
	
YES
	NO
	
N/A

	24
	Will participants be paid?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	25
	Is specialist electrical or other equipment to be used with participants?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	26
	Are there any financial or other interests to the investigator or University arising from this study?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	27
	Will the research activity involve deliberately misleading participants in any way, or the partial or full concealment of the specific study aims?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	28
	If YES to any question, please provide full details 

	
	


(this box should expand as you type)



SECTION H: Anticipated Risks

	
	
Outline any anticipated risks that may adversely affect any of the participants, the researchers and/or the University, and the steps that will be taken to address them. 

If you have completed a full risk assessment (for example as required by a laboratory, or external research collaborator) you may append that to this form.  

	1
	Full risk assessment completed and appended? 
	Yes 
	☐

	
	
	No
	☒

	2
	Risks to participants
For example: sector-specific health & safety, emotional distress, financial disclosure, physical harm, transfer of personal data, sensitive organisational information

	
	Risk to participants:


(this box should expand as you type)
	How you will mitigate the risk to participants:



(this box should expand as you type)

	3
	If research activity may include sensitive, embarrassing or upsetting topics (e.g. sexual activity, drug use) or issues likely to disclose information requiring further action (e.g. criminal activity), give details of the procedures to deal with these issues, including any support/advice (e.g. helpline numbers) to be offered to participants. Note that where applicable, consent procedures should make it clear that if something potentially or actually illegal is discovered in the course of a project, it may need to be disclosed to the proper authorities

	
	


(this box should expand as you type)

	4
	Risks to the investigator
For example: personal health & safety, physical harm, emotional distress, risk of accusation of harm/impropriety, conflict of interest

	
	Risk to the investigator:



(this box should expand as you type)
	How you will mitigate the risk to the investigator:



(this box should expand as you type)

	5
	University/institutional risks
For example: adverse publicity, financial loss, data protection

	
	Risk to the University:



(this box should expand as you type)
	How you will mitigate the risk to the University:



(this box should expand as you type)

	6
	Environmental risks
For example: accidental spillage of pollutants, damage to local ecosystems

	
	Risk to the environment:



(this box should expand as you type)
	How you will mitigate the risk to environment:



(this box should expand as you type)



	
	Disclosure and Barring Service

	
	If the research activity involves children or vulnerable adults, a Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) certificate must be obtained before any contact with such participants.
	YES

	NO

	N/A


	7
	Does your research require you to hold a current DBS Certificate?
	☐
	☐
	☒

	8
	If YES, please give the certificate number. If the certificate number is not available please write “Pending”; in this case any ethical approval will be subject to providing the appropriate certificate number.
	



SECTION I: Feedback, Consent and Confidentiality

	1
	Feedback
What de-briefing and feedback will be provided to participants, how will this be done and when? 

	
	
In my questionnaire there will be a note indicating to the participant how their answers will be used in my project. 

(this box should expand as you type)

	2
	Informed consent
Describe the arrangements to inform potential participants, before providing consent, of what is involved in participating. Describe the arrangements for participants to provide full consent before data collection begins. If gaining consent in this way is inappropriate, explain how consent will be obtained and recorded in accordance with prevailing data protection legislation.

	
	
All participants will be made aware they can withdraw and all will be over 18 due to working in the force. 

(this box should expand as you type)

	3
	Confidentiality / Anonymity
Set out how anonymity of participants and confidentiality will be ensured in any outputs. If anonymity is not being offered, explain why this is the case. 

	
	
Questionnaire will be completed electronically so settings can be adjusted to make confidential and anonymous. 

(this box should expand as you type)



SECTION J: Data Protection and Storage

	
	Does the research activity involve personal data (as defined by the General Data Protection Regulation 2016 “GDPR” and the Data Protection Act 2018 “DPA”)?
	YES
	NO

	1
	“Personal data” means any information relating to an identified or identifiable natural person (‘data subject’). An identifiable natural person is one who can be identified, directly or indirectly, in particular by reference to an identifier such as a name, an identification number, location data, an online identifier or to one or more factors specific to the physical, physiological, genetic, mental, economic, cultural or social identity of that natural person. Any video or audio recordings of participants is considered to be personal data.
	☐
	☐

	
	If YES, provide a description of the data and explain why this data needs to be collected:

	2
	


(this box should expand as you type)

	
	Does it involve special category data (as defined by the GDPR)?
	YES
	NO

	3
	“Special category data” means sensitive personal data consisting of information as to the data subjects’ –
(a) racial or ethnic origin,
(b) political opinions,
(c ) religious beliefs or other beliefs of a similar nature,
(d) membership of a trade union (within the meaning of the Trade Union and Labour Relations (Consolidation) Act 1992),
(e) physical or mental health or condition,
(f) sexual life,
(g) genetics,
(h) biometric data (as used for ID purposes),
	☐
	☐

	
	If YES, provide a description of the special category data and explain why this data needs to be collected:

	4
	


(this box should expand as you type)



	
	
Will data from the research activity (collected data, drafts of the thesis, or materials for publication) be stored in any of the following ways?
	YES
	NO

	5
	Manual files (i.e. in paper form)?
	☐
	☒

	6
	University computers?
	☐
	☒

	7
	Private company computers?
	☒
	☐

	8
	Home or other personal computers?
	☒
	☐

	9
	Laptop computers/ CDs/ Portable disk-drives/ memory sticks?
	☒
	☐

	10
	“Cloud” storage or websites?
	☒
	☐

	11
	Other – specify:

	☐
	☒

	12
	For all stored data, explain the measures in place to ensure the security of the data collected, data confidentiality, including details of backup procedures, password protection, encryption, anonymisation and pseudonymisation:

	
	Work computers are protected with passwords 

(this box should expand as you type)



	
	Data Protection

	
	Will the research activity involve any of the following activities:
	YES
	NO

	13
	Electronic transfer of data in any form?
	☐
	☒

	14
	Sharing of data with others at the University outside of the immediate research team?
	☐
	☒

	15
	Sharing of data with other organisations?
	☐
	☒

	16
	Export of data outside the UK or importing of data from outside the UK?
	☐
	☒

	17
	Use of personal addresses, postcodes, faxes, emails or telephone numbers?
	☐
	☒

	18
	Publication of data that might allow identification of individuals?
	☐
	☒

	19
	Use of data management system?
	☐
	☒

	20
	Data archiving?
	☐
	☒

	21
	If YES to any question, please provide full details, explaining how this will be conducted in accordance with the GDPR and Data Protection Act (2018) (and any international equivalents, where appropriate):

	
	


(this box should expand as you type)

	22
	List all who will have access to the data generated by the research activity:

	
	


(this box should expand as you type)

	23
	List who will have control of, and act as custodian(s) for, data generated by the research activity:

	
	


(this box should expand as you type)

	24
	Give details of data storage arrangements, including security measures in place to protect the data, where data will be stored, how long for, and in what form. Will data be archived – if so how and if not why not.  

	
	


(this box should expand as you type)

	25
	Please indicate if your data will be stored in the UWTSD Research Data Repository (see https://researchdata.uwtsd.ac.uk/ ).   If so please explain. (Most relevant to academic staff) 

	
	


(this box should expand as you type)

	26
	Confirm that you have read the UWTSD guidance on data management (see https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/library/research-data-management/)
	YES
	☒

	27
	Confirm that you are aware that you need to keep all data until after your research has completed or the end of your funding
	YES
	☒


SECTION K: Declaration
	
	The information which I have provided is correct and complete to the best of my knowledge. I have attempted to identify any risks and issues related to the research activity and acknowledge my obligations and the rights of the participants.

In submitting this application I hereby confirm that I undertake to ensure that the above named research activity will meet the University’s Research Ethics and Integrity Code of Practice which is published on the website: https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/research/research-ethics/ 

	1
	Signature of applicant:
	
	Date: 12.02.2025




For STUDENT Submissions:
	2
	Director of Studies/Supervisor:
	
	Date:

	3
	Signature:
	

	



For STAFF Submissions:
	4
	Academic Director/ Assistant Dean:
	
	Date:

	5
	Signature:
	

	



Checklist: Please complete the checklist below to ensure that you have completed the form according to the guidelines and attached any required documentation:
	☐
	I have read the guidance notes supplied before completing the form.

	☒
	I have completed ALL RELEVANT sections of the form in full.

	☒
	I confirm that the research activity has received approval in principle

	☐
	I have attached a copy of final/interim approval from external organisation (where appropriate)

	☐
	I have attached a full risk assessment (where appropriate)  ONLY TICK IF YOU HAVE ATTACHED A FULL RISK ASSESSMENT

	☒
	I understand that it is my responsibility to ensure that the above named research activity will meet the University’s Research Ethics and Integrity Code of Practice.

	☒
	I understand that before commencing data collection all documents aimed at respondents (including information sheets, consent forms, questionnaires, interview schedules etc.) must be confirmed by the DoS/Supervisor, module tutor or Academic Director.



	RESEARCH STUDENTS ONLY
Once complete, submit this form via the MyTSD Doctoral College Portal at (https://mytsd.uwtsd.ac.uk).


	RESEARCH STAFF ONLY
All communications relating to this application during its processing must be in writing and emailed to pgresearch@uwtsd.ac.uk , with the title ‘Ethical Approval’ followed by your name.


	STUDENTS ON UNDERGRADUATE OR TAUGHT MASTERS PROGRAMMES should submit this form (and receive the outcome) via systems explained to you by the supervisor/module leader.




7.3 Questionnaire Answers 
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[image: Forms response chart. Question title: Which of the following behaviours do you consider as anti-social behaviour?. Number of responses: 23 responses.]
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[image: Forms response chart. Question title: What do you believe are the main root causes of a persons involvement in anti-social behaviour?. Number of responses: 23 responses.]
[image: Forms response chart. Question title: Which age group do you believe are the most involved in anti-social behaviour? . Number of responses: 23 responses.]
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[image: Forms response chart. Question title: How effective do you feel that police are enforcing/dealing with ASB at the moment?. Number of responses: 23 responses.]
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