This essay will discuss some of the issues that can arise regarding children’s challenging behaviour in the classroom. Using a selection of research from government agencies, teaching standards and local school policies, strategies teaching assistants use to create an intervention will be discussed. Preventing these challenging behaviours arising and enabling a positive learning environment within the classroom for other pupils and allowing the lesson to run smoothly are all key functions of a teaching assistant. The challenging behaviours focused on within this essay are related to autism. A range of practical interventions that will promote positive behaviour will be outlined.

Within a school setting inclusion is of upmost importance. Children with autism are integrated within mainstream classrooms to prevent the issue of exclusion. Within the academic year 2011-2012 2,750 pupils in Wales on the autistic spectrum where given a fixed period exclusion. To prevent these figures arising again interventions have been issued to advise staff working with autistic children, within the mainstream school setting (Equality and Human Rights Commision, 2017). Before exploring the specific instance of autism the wider context of education in Wales should be outlined.

The Minister for Education, Lifelong learning and Skills made a commitment in March 2006 to undertake a National Behaviour and Attendance Review (NBAR) to support existing activity to shape and develop the future approach to all challenging issues. This review would be taken in accordance with the Welsh Assembly Government’s idea for the future development of policy and provision for the children and young people within Wales. 
To enable this to be carried out a steering group was established. This group comprised representatives from different organisations across Wales, which would have been supported by Estyn and the Office of the Children’s Commissioner for Wales.  A true and genuine picture of the situation within Wales, the areas the report would cover are good practice in tackling attendance and behaviour issues. This report would then be presented to the Welsh Assembly Government outlining very clear recommendations.
In 2006 The learning action Country Vision in action was launched, this would represent the second stage in the learning programme. The aim of this would be to highlight the increase of education and training opportunities that were available in Wales for the early years to old age. Vision into action would contrate terms and key objectives and action that the Welsh Assembly Government would be taking to make the learning country a reality. Some key point would include a full comprehensive system that would also provide all local communities well, for example tackling poverty of educational opportunity and rising school standards. It therefore makes all school building fit for purpose, ensuring all children are safe within a school. Another aim was to encourage good nutrition and healthy lifestyle, and lastly to promote the Welsh language. (Government, 2010)
When the review was published it outlined that the majority of the schools within Wales were orderly and well managed, there was also a wide spread good practice managing pupil’s behaviour and attendance with a large number of innovative initiatives in place. It also states that there is an increasing number of complex issues, therefore the NBAR report have put together a range of 19 core recommendations that the Welsh Assembly Government should follow some of these cover (Government, 2010).
‘’Implement revised curriculum and assessment arrangements from September 2008 to ensure that no child (within the mainstream ability range) should leave primary school without the functional ability to read and write.  Promote an understanding that violence against staff will not be tolerated.  Ensure that all schools and local authorities rigorously adhere to Circular 1/2004 on ‘Exclusion from Schools and Pupil Referral Units’, consider giving parents and pupils the opportunity to access an advocacy support service in the event of permanent exclusion and put into place an additional national point of appeal following the independent appeal panel.  Establish a behavioural support team in all local authorities, who should collaborate with neighbouring local authorities’. Ensure that school attendance and behavioural strategies are at the centre of school effectiveness framework especially at the school level’’. (Government, 2010)
The report also states that teachers should remember positive relationships and building rapport, as investing time and effort will all have a positive outcome on a pupil learning outcome. By getting involved actively enquiring what the pupil likes doing listening to what they have to say but also understanding a pupil would have a much different understanding of the world to an adult. Professionals should focus on a solution rather than a problem when dealing with a pupil with behaviour problem. This will emphasise a positive rather than a negative, building the pupils relationship with the teacher (Government, 2010).
If we look at Maslow’s hierarchy of needs it is stated that there are certain motivations in people to achieve certain basic needs that are required for our most basic need of survival. When these are achieved it allows you to grow and develop as an individual or a family. This will undisputedly motivate you to move on to the next level of life. Within today’s society there are many things to which we deem of the upmost importance such as money, social class, even religion. Each one of these can have a can have an effect of a pupil’s learning environment depending on where their motivation may lay. Parental motivation has been shown to be the best motivation a child can receive. A parent that is willing to be involved in a school will significantly improve a child’s development making the achievements much greater. It may also improve a child’s confidence and increase the effort level made to all aspects of the child’s learning. This essay will now consider how some of these ideas relate to the child with autism. 
 A child with autism can express challenging behaviour by no fault of their own. Some of the most common forms of self-injurious behaviour can include hand- biting, head banging, scratching, also punching any objects that may be around them. When this happens, we would need to look at ways to decrease the behaviour. Therefore, we would need to look at the reasons why these behaviours arise. This is known as a functional behaviour analyis. This is where a care giver takes notes of any triggers and set interventions so next time it can be prevented or at the least delayed. Some interventions could include supplying favourite foods to prevent hand-biting, or suggesting a move to the sensory room which would be padded so if headbutting or punching occurred this would prevent injury. These strategies initially focus on stopping negative behaviour but over time can become a positive behaviour strategy.
It is important to remember that behaviour may start for one reason and the quickly change into a completely different reason. For example, a child may be seeking sensory input, through boredom, for instance. However, when this is being addressed, the reinforcement offered may turn the original behaviour quickly into an attention seeking behaviour. If you are able to intervene early enough in this cycle it is possible to be able to turn the situation in to a positive by channelling, there energy into a different activity.  
When a certain level of knowledge of the pupil is achieved by the teaching assistant, and some of the triggers that been outlined, further intervention then needs to come into place sometimes requiring a referral to others. They would need to follow certain steps. If there is communication problem, then a speech and language therapist can be introduced then together a plan can be made to determined for the best possible mode of communication. Whether this is though pictures, drawings or a device of some kind so that the child can be heard, and feeling taking into consideration. These can all be positive steps towards the pupil’s holistic growth as they would benefit from multi agency working.
Physical behaviour can occur in the classroom, and some of the main difficulties with autism in the classroom may include poor communication with teacher and support staff. Pupils may be unable to follow instructions and classroom rules, knowing how to conduct themselves, therefore being unable to concentrate on tasks given to them. There are specific guidelines and advice available to support staff directly from the National Autistic Society (Society, 2011).
Children with autism often find following classroom rules difficult as they may struggle with social skills. They also find it hard to understand how they should behave, for example, not understanding the concept of personal belongings. This can lead on to disrupting the whole class as they may take class mates possessions or entering their personal space without permission. This could lead on to disturbing the whole class as they sometimes are unaware of the class mate’s feelings. An effective intervention that is successful is using social stories to explain rules. A social story is an easy and simple way for a child to understand what is expected of them. It puts them within the situation and allows rules and consequences to process at ease, showing them how they should behave. Reminding the child of the classroom rules on a regular basis allows them not to be shocked when the rules and consequences are enforced. An additional element of this could be golden time where the pupils can have a choice of a reward activity, this shows that having a positive goal and the ability to work towards bring a positive energy to the classroom. 
Social skills and flexible thinking skills can cause difficulty within a classroom. (Society, 2011)A sudden change to a child’s routine can often lead to a child acting out physically. A way in which we can prevent this happening is to have visual timetables available for the child, so they can see exactly what their school day is going to entail. If anything during the day was to change, the supporting staff would give the child advanced notice, bringing them to one side and explain the changes that would be made using simple language and a calm tone of voice. 
A mainstream classroom can be overwhelming for a child with autism, there are a lot of sounds and visuals to take in. Within a mainstream classroom a teacher will often ask children questions without warning in which they have to answer without time to react. This can cause a child to panic and feel instantly anxious. To enable an intervention occurring like this, the supporting worker can converse with the teacher to provide visual materials and urge them to use closed questions rather than open ended questions. Often a teaching assistant will use one of the child’s interests e.g. Minecraft and interpret this into the classwork. This can engage a child without them even realising. 

Children with autism find it difficult to follow rules of a new game as they may not have the skill set to adapt to a new situation especially if its using new tools such as sand, using glue or having any physical contact with others. 
Some of the challenges that may occur in this situation could be the child shouting out of turn, random outburst of violence for example throwing class room equipment, punching, kicking or biting staff or the pupils, 
When there is a good relationship between the pupil, teacher and parent’s issues and concerns can be sorted out much quicker as the openness between all three-means working together as a solid team can only put to bed any problems that can occur or arise within school. By including the parents this also gives them a better knowledge of how education programs and the school is run, making them feel able to support their child, but also feeling that they have a better confidence to be able to help carry out learning at home. Having this bond with the school should give the parents a greater feeling of empowerment while also building both the parents and the child’s confidence to overcome any situation that may occur.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Every parent wants the best for their child, they want them to go out into the big wide world and be the best they can be, to be able achieve their goals in life whether that is a big goal or a little goal. But by working together as a team it can only help matters, to be able to put some quality time in with their child to improve confidence, it really doesn’t matter what your family situation is, whether you’re a single parent or from a large extended family the goal is still the same to be able to overcome any challenges together. Working together on these strategies should help reinforce positive behaviour. 
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