Critically discuss the Enquiry Based Learning (EBL) approach that can be used as part of a range of teaching and learning approaches in the primary school. In your discussion, refer to examples of EBL strategies and techniques that you would use to develop learners’ knowledge, understanding and skills in aspects of the humanities and science in the primary school.

Enquiry based learning is an approach that allows children to learn by investigating their own ideas while the practitioner has the role of the facilitator of the children’s learning.(Kahn,P 2005) Enquiry based learning is an umbrella term, that describes an approach that is child-led which allows children to explore and discover they’re interests. The approach also allows flexibility for children’s skills and abilities to be developed in a range of different ways. Enquiry based learning allows children the opportunity to cooperatively work together to discover answers to problems, and questions that they come up with. It is also an opportunity for pupil voice to be used as it allows children to take the lead on the learning this directly links to the UNCRC where children have a right to a voice. This approach lets children lead the learning and discover things that interests them, which then creates an engaging learning environment in which the outcomes of the children’s work is at a better attainment level, as they are more focused as they are engaged and it is something that they want to do. This directly links to Bruner’s introduction of discovery learning where he believed that children should be allowed to explore nature and learn through discovery. Enquiry based learning allows that type of learning to take place as it is about in what way can we discover the answers to our big questions? 

Enquiry based learning also opens the opportunity for children to use a variety of different thinking skills. It allows the children to use blooms taxonomy higher order thinking skills, as by giving the pupils the choice in what they are learning and discovering, it gives a wide range of opportunity for the children to use a wide range of vocabulary. By letting the children lead their own learning they then use higher thinking skill as with enquiry based learning they have to apply application, analysis, synthesis, and evaluation skills as they are the leaders in their own learning this allows them to use these higher level skills and develop a higher level of vocabulary. However, although there are many benefits in enquiry-based learning there are also some challenges as it could be argued that the pupils aren’t developing any new skills only recapping on knowledge that they already have and not developing any new skills. (Roberts,M 2013). 
The enquiry-based learning approach is often used in humanities, and there are many different models that have been developed for enquiry based learning. (Grigg, 2013) The S model is a local area study and focuses on children looking at what they know about the area and what they want to find out. The S model has four different stages, select, where they work out what is the focus. Search where they decide how they should find out. Sift and synthesise where the children ask what the big messages are and what and how they record the information and in what ways they can present their findings. The last section is share where the children share the different aspects of their discoveries with their fellow pupils. This is a similar model to the 4 stage model also known as the investigative cycle. (Samuel, 2009). This model relates to the S model and has four aspects, generate, do, analyse and reflect. This model encourages the children to work together to use their own ideas to create a presentation of their findings to their peers. (Pickford et al, 2013) The enquiry and questions model bases the children ‘s investigation on an overarching question, then the children come up with their own subsidiary questions as to what they want to discover from the overarching question.

 Science is also another area where enquiry based learning is prominent. One of the most common enquiry based learning models in Science is the generic enquiry model which consists of five stages. The first stage of this model is formulating questions, where the teacher helps the students identify what they would like to learn from a topic, the next stage is then planning the enquiry where the pupils will use their investigative skills to plan their own investigation. With this enquiry the children will then conduct their enquiry, present their findings, and lastly reflect evaluate and respond to their findings. These models are used to develop pupils skills and allows them to be able to make their own decisions when it comes to investigations. This approach also develops children’s imagination and allows them to learn different roles and responsibilities with group work. As the children all have their own roles it helps them to all have their own individual responsibilities and allows everyone to get involved and engaged with the activities. 
I have selected to base my enquiry based learning investigation on ks2, I selected ks2 as there are a variety of topics that can be used, it also gives the children an opportunity to be in control. I selected ks2 as ks2 pupils don’t need as much support with the investigations foundation phase. As in key stage two the children have more opportunity to become independent learners and take more control of the learning. This investigation will be based on an educational visit. The pupils will visit St Fagans. An educational visit is very beneficial for the children as it gives them a concrete real life experience, and it is these experiences that children remember and it immediately engages them on a topic that they are going to learn about. The reason that I selected St Fagans for an educational visit, is that  it has a variety of different building from a range of different eras. The first stage of my investigation is that the children will complete a visit to St fagans and will have no background or previous knowledge about the building and what time in history or where they come from. This will allow the children to use their own curiosity to decide what they want to discover. The children will have a checklist of the buildings that we will look at. Some of the  buildings that the children will be looking at is the  Bryn Eryr Iron Age Roundhouses, Maestir School, Prefab and  the Rhaeadr Tannery. The children will have the challenge in the visit of trying to find out what they can about the buildings and make a decision as to which one is their favourite one and why.
Once back in school the children will be asked to vote on what building that would like to find out more about. The children that have voted on the same buildings will then be put in a group together. In a further lesson they will then create a debate into why the building that they have chosen should be a topic for our investigation. This will allow the children to develop roles in groups. Each group will need to select a speaker, as we will then have a class debate and each groups speaker will have a chance to argue why their building is the one we should work on. By using a debate it helps develop the children’s oracy skills and will allow them to develop their vocabulary to create the best argument that they can think of. This also develops the children’s presentation skills as it allows them to present in front of a group and this will develop the children’s confidence in talking in front of a group, which will prepare them for when they are moving into key stage 3. The children will then have to come to a decision between them to what building they want to focus their investigation on. We will do this by conducting another class vote however the children will not be able to vote for the group that they were in. 
This will then give us our topic by letting the children be the decider in what building we will be looking at it will give them the sense of importance in the decision making for their education. This is a key part in the search process of our investigation. The next step of the investigation is that the teacher will then give the pupils a picture of the building that they have selected. They will use this photograph to discover what they do know and what they would like to find out.  From this the pupils will then have to work out what we know about the place from this they will then have to come together and think about what they want to know about. The role of the practitioner will be to give the children time in their groups to come up with three things that each table would like to find out about the building. This will then give a group of questions that the children want to know and find out about the building that they have selected. This will then lead to the children dividing their questions up between each other on their tables. The children will be put into groups of 4/5 as this is a small enough group size that every child can feel comfortable giving their opinion and doing their part. However, it’s a big enough group that the children will work on their communication more and develop how they present their ideas to other members of the group. 
As a practitioner the next thing the teacher will do is ask the children in what ways they can complete their research. The teacher will then use this opportunity to take the children’s ideas on how to complete their research. The teacher will already have some resources ready to help the children for example will have found news articles, books, pictures, fact files that may have information on the building so they are prepared for the children’s different ideas on how they are going to conduct they research, and the children will then have the resources available for them to complete their work. The pupils will have the opportunity to use whatever resources they would like to use to conduct their research. This also opens up the opportunity to talk to the pupils about credibility of sources. At this stage of the research project the teacher will then discuss credibility of sources and inform the pupils of how some websites online and some sources are sometimes giving out false information. However, the pupils shouldn’t come across much of this in their research it is a very important topic that does need to be discussed in this age as children are constantly using the internet. This will also help the pupils in conducting their research in an ethical manner. This will then allow the children to look at different sources primary and secondary and from this they can develop what does each source tell us? 
After the children have gathered their research and discovered the answers to the questions that they are working, the teacher and pupils will then discuss how to present findings. Some of the pupils may choose to do this by power point presentation, others may choose to do it by creating a scrapbook, or fact file. However, some pupils may choose to complete a you tube channel style video where they can present their findings in a fun engaging way, as many of the pupils will watch you tube in their spare time. This way of presenting their findings will allow them to present their findings in a new way which they will enjoy creating and presenting. This offers opportunity for everyone to get involved and the children that don’t like being in front of the class can help with the process of writing the script and filming the video. This then also allows them to speak without being seen on camera. This then allows every child to feel comfortable while they are completing their enquiry based learning investigation. The children ill then present their findings to the class.
The last section of the investigation for the children will be to evaluate their work this also goves the opportunity for peer assessment. The children will get given evaluation sheets where they will have to poibt out two things that are good with their class mates presentation, they will then have to find one wish that they think could be improved on in the presentation. This will then allow every group to have a variety of different feedback, as to what they need to improve on. The pupils will then complete a self evaluation form, where they will need to write down what their role in the investigation was. They will also need to write what they think went well and what they need to improve in. The last section of the project that the pupils will need to do is write down if they were to complete the investigation again what would they do to improve their work. This approach benefits the pupils as they gain marks for the evaluation of their work and can benefit from their own analysis of their work. Even if they fel they made mistakes.

From this investigation the children will have developed a variety of different skills they will have developed their decision making skills as they needed to select what building they would like to choose. They would then work on and develop their debating and communication while they were making their argument as to what investigation the class should look at. They then looked at their presenting skills and analysing and evaluation whilst assessing and peer assessing each others work. By gaining feedback from their peers it also allows children to not feel as pressured as they would if they were getting a grade from a teacher. 

To conclude enquiry based learning is an essential tool to have in teaching as it allows children to learn by investigating their own ideas while the practitioner has the role of the facilitator of the children’s learning. This helps children develop many different skills and allows them ti take control in investigating a topic that they are interested in. Enquiry based learning also opens the opportunity for children to use a variety of different thinking skills. It allows the children to use blooms taxonomy higher order thinking skills, as by giving the pupils the choice in what they are learning and discovering, it gives a wide range of opportunity for the children to use a wide range of vocabulary. Also with this investigation the use of an educational visit is beneficial to the pupils as it allows them to make connections from old learning to new learning. The pupils also gain a more real life experience from an educational visit and are able to be in the setting that they are learning about which creates a new learning experience for tem. 
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