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Introduction: In this age of technological innovation, it is essential for students to be current with materials used for learning. In line with this thinking, it is important to know the impact of VLE moodle on students. Covid-19, has created uncertainty in the direction of economy and education, so knowing the usefulness of VLE moodle, could be a way forward for education. So, my aim is to discuss this important topic by conducting a research, using primary and secondary survey. Before the introduction of technology, learning was done by lecturers using face to face and blackboard. Examination was conducted by writing on blackboard and student then do the exams by writing on papers. Then computer was introduced around year 2000. According to Pajo and Wallace(2001,P73), (The successful integration of technology into tertiary student courses depend not only on access and availability but also on how teachers embrace and use computers.). I am going to first discuss the secondary survey before going on to the primary.
Secondary Survey. A lot of research had been conducted on the impact of VLE moodle on students, most seek to look at the evidence of the influence of VLE moodle on students and how the students respond to the use of moodle . It also aims to know whether it has the ability to enhance student learning and make them independent to learn on their own with little or no lecturer guidance. For instance, one of the reasons for introducing VLE moodle is to progress students from passive to active learning. Active learning promotes independence and critical thinking, it is therefore seen as a vital component in student development. Various materials and methods were used to conduct this survey, the aim is to see if the performance of students improve as a result of using moodles. Did the students respond positively or negatively as a result of using moodles.
Citation: Barker,J. Gossman,P(2013) The learning impact of virtual learning environment.
Ofsted UK, introduced popular moodle in 2007. (Ofsted2009), it was discovered that a lot of counties was using moodles of learning with 75% in different language and in over 200 countries. A lot of countries seek to promote the use of moodles as a way of learning and the result was very encouraging. Even UK Government 2005 strategy paper Harnessey Technology-transforming learning and children’s services encouraged the use of moodles as a way of improving students learning ability. There was also Ofsted report published between 2005 and 2009 which concluded that over 50% of schools recorded positive result on impact of VLE on learning. Incidentally, another Ofsted report also came out around the same time to suggest that 75% use of moodles had a positive impact on learning. Further reports seems to suggest that colleges were not sure of the impact of VLE moodles on learners and the progress made.
Positive Impact of VLE: A study conducted in West Virginia concluded that students who are able to use computer assisted instruction software simulation and integrated learning systems showed positive gains in achievements both in national and internal school test. Researchers seems to agree that VLE moodles enables the students to work independently. They were able to work without the lecturers. It helps to gain more knowledge than they would otherwise have done.  It helps them to work at home with the assistance of family as they can use help from parents when needed. It helps in interaction with other students and they were able to communicate effectively by using Microsoft outlook for e-mail, text messages, sending video and audios, Microsoft words and power points. It helps in reflection and critical thinking analysis. It is easy to use once you get use to it. Most students say that it is user friendly and prefer to use it than reading books.
Negative Impact of VLE: Most research seems to agree that VLE moodles can create false sense of independence with students thinking that they do not need much tutorial as before. Crook(2000), Seabolt &Arends(2000) and Murhead(2000), they all seems to agree that it does not give room for bonding or social acquittance between teachers and students as it might have been if there is face to face or working with blackboard. Most research seems to agree that one on one dialogue and opportunity to interact with other students might be limited.
Conclusion: According to research there is much evidence to suggest that VLE moodles had enhanced student learning processes. It encouraged them to want to progress and seek more knowledge. It is seen as a motivator for students. It is also seen as value for money spent on education. It helps   to solidify the bonding among students. It is an effective tool for learning. One of the most positive impact is the flexibility that it offers in terms of how lecture is delivered. The positive therefore outweigh the negative.
Primary survey:
Brief History of University of Wales Trinity Saint David: The university was formed on the 18th Nov, 2010 through merger university of wales Lampeter and Trinity university college Carmarthen. Lampeter was founded in 1822. In 2011, HRH Prince of wales became its Royal Patron. The London Campus offer courses such as Certificate of Higher Education: Skills for Workplace, Health and Social Care, MBA programmes, Cloud computing and other valuable courses in line with objectives of the founders. I am one of the students attending the London campus, studying certificate of higher education: skills for workplace. I am conducting a survey on impact of VLE moodles on students of London campus. This are the questions put across to fellow students.
Questions.
1. How old are you?
2. Are you Male or Female?
3. How often do you use moodle?
4. Does moddle provide a learning experience?
5. Does Moodle encourage independent learning?
6. Does Moodle provide adequate materials for learning?
7. Does Moodle provide a flexible way of learning?
8. Would you recommend moodle to your fellow students?

Methodology.
I sample thirty students, most of the question was conducted on the phone, but a couple was done by sending what’s app messages. They were told my purpose of conducting the interview was to collect information about the impact of VLE Moodle on students at University of Wales and they were glad to do it. They were also told that the outcome will be made know to the participant and they were alright with it. My intention was to use poster question in the London campus, but that is impossible because of the current situation. I also consider sending e-mail using students mail facility, but because of the time factor and I consider that I may get a slow or difficult response, so I opted for telephone.
Ethical Consideration.
I made sure that I got the consent of those students interviewed and I assure that them that their details will not be pass on to anybody and that I will only publish the outcome without mentioning any particular name. I also ask them at the begging that they are at liberty to refuse the interview if they want. They were told that the answer provided will not be used for any other purpose other than what is intended for and that the information will be destroyed immediately after use.
Answer.

     Question1. How old are you?
      Answer.
a- 18-25                            8-------27%
b- 26-35                           10------33%
c- 36-45                           7--------23%
d- 46-55                           4--------13%
e- 55 and above             1--------3%
Total.                                  30

In this survey, majority of the age group are between the ages of 26-35, this is follows by the age group of 18-25 with 27%, 36-45 with 23%, 46-55 with 13% and lastly 55and above with just 3%. From the figures, we now know that a lot of people choose to continue learning after leaving college and so majority of those using VLE moodle are between 18-25. If we combine the ages of 18-25 and 26-35, we get a figure of 60%, that is to reinforce the arguments. Also, for those in the age of 55 plus it only 3%, that means we have few people in that bracket attending University and therefore making use of moodle.   





Question 2. Are you male or female?
Answer.
a- Male.                              10------33%                                
b- Female.                          20------67%
Total.                                     30




This survey indicate that we have more female students than the male. This figure is showing a percentage of 67%-33% in favour of female students. It can also mean that more female are choosing to continue their education after leaving college and working. we know from this survey that we have more female using VLE moodle than male.


Question 3. How often do you use moodle?
Answer.
a- Every day                         1--------3%
b- Every week                      4--------13%
c- Every month                    25------84%
d- Never                                0 
Total.                                       30


From this survey we know that majority of students use VLE moodle sparingly once in a month, this is to say they use other means to study. It may be that they are reading books or using google and they only consult moodle when they need to rather than using it daily. If we combine daily and weekly figures, it is still less than 20%, that means far less students are using it than expected. 






Question 4. Does moddle provide a learning         experience?
      Answer.
a- Agree                                         20-------67%
b- Strongly agree                          2---------7%
c- Disagree                                    3---------10%
d- Strongly disagree                     4---------13%
e- Neither agree nor disagree      1---------3%
Total.                                                 30




These above figures indicate that majority of students agree that moodle provide learning experience, with agree figure coming up to 20, which is 67% of total figure. If we add strongly agree figure to agree, we have more than 70%, in fact nearly three quarter of the whole figure. This survey indicates major acceptance of the question. Looking at the figure that disagree and strongly disagree, it is less than 25% which is a quarter of the whole figure. 


Question 5. Does Moodle encourage independent learning?
Answer.
a- Agree.                                         20-------67%
b- Strongly agree.                          4--------13%
c- Disagree.                                    3--------10% 
d- Strongly disagree.                     2--------7%
e- Neither agree nor disagree.      1--------3%
Total.                                                 30


From this survey, we could say that majority of the students agree with the question. We have 67% for agree and 13% for strongly agree. If we combine the two figures, it will give us 80%, which is over three quarters of the total figure. That is a strong acceptance when compare to the figure that disagree and strongly disagree which is 17% and is less than a quarter of the whole figure.

Question6. Does Moodle provide adequate materials for learning?
Answer.
a- Agree.                                       15------50%
b- Strongly agree.                         7-------23%
c- Disagree.                                   4-------13%
d- Strongly disagree.                    1-------3%
e- Neither agree or disagree.     3-------10%
Total.                                                 30






From the figure above, 50% of students agree that moodle provide adequate materials and when we add strongly agree of 23%, we have nearly three quarter, which means that majority agreed with the question. The disagree and strongly disagree is just 16%, which is not even up to 20% of the whole figure. What is significant is the figure of 10% for neither agree or disagree, that means 10% of those survey cannot make up their mind whether to agree or disagree. What is important is that majority agree that it provide adequate materials for learning.


Question7. Does Moodle provide a flexible way of learning?
Answer.
a- Agree.                                          15------50%
b- Strongly agree                              8------26%
c- Disagree.                                       3------10%
d- Strongly disagree.                        2------7%
e- Neither agree or disagree.         2------7%
Total.                                                    30



The combination of agree and strongly agree is the sum of 23 which is 76% and that is more than three quarter of the whole figure. That is good indication of acceptance. The disagree and strongly disagree come up to 17% which is less than quarter. 7% cannot seems to make up their mind.

Question8. Would you recommend
 moodle to your fellow students?
a- Yes.  27------90%
b- No.    3-------10%
        Total.    30
      






  Nighty percent of the figure indicate acceptance and 10% did not agree, this indicate majority acceptance.




Limitation of the study 
The time factor in conducting this survey should be considered.  if there is more time to interview more student the result might have been different. Also, if student feel that they are been pressurised to answer the question, they might have given some different answer. If I was able to get more students for the survey the result might come out different. 
Conclusion. There is strong  evidence to suggest that VLE moodle had improve that students learning experience , that students find it to be flexible way of learning, it provide them with adequate materials for learning and they find that it make them to be independent, even though it  might create a false hope. It also indicates more female students are learning and making use of moodles. I think more research might need to be conducted in the future to know if this apply to the subjects rather than a general view.
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Question 6 - Does Moodle provide adequate materials for learning? 


Agree	Strongly Agree	Disagree	Strongly Disagree	Neither Agree/Disagree	15	7	4	1	3	

Question 7 - Does Moodle provide a flexible way of learning?



Agree	Strongly Agree	Disagree	Strongly Disagree	Neither Agree/Disagree	15	8	3	2	2	

Question 8 - would you recommend moodle to your fellow students?


Yes	No	27	3	

Question 1 -  How old are you?


18-25	26-35	36-45	46-55	55+	8	10	7	4	1	
18-25	26-35	36-45	46-55	55+	
18-25	26-35	36-45	46-55	55+	

Question 2 - Are you male or female?


Male	Female	10	20	

Question 3 - How often do you use moodle? 


Every day	Every week	Every month	None 	1	4	25	0	

Question 4 - Does moddle provide a learning experience?


Agree	Strongly Agree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	Neither Agree/Disagree	20	2	3	4	1	

Question 5 - Does Moodle encouarge independent learning?


Agree	Strongly Agree	Disagree	Strongly Disagree	Neither Agree/Disagree	20	4	3	2	1	
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