This article discusses how thousands of children with special needs are being excluded from schools. Experts state that the education system is broke and has left many children waiting for a placement, around 4500 children with SEN are either being home schooled or still awaiting confirmation on their future. Reports suggest that around 1.2 million children (15%) in England have some sort of special educational need, although only 253,000 have special educational needs statements. Schools are becoming less inclusive due to pressures such as budget cuts and the pressure to achieve the best exam results. Some schools are no longer willing to accommodate children who are “difficult”. Another case of schools becoming less inclusive is teachers telling parents at open days ‘you shouldn’t send your child here-they will get a better education at a school down the road” 

Anne Longfield who is the children’s commissioner states she is convinced that some schools are seeking to improve their overall exam results by removing vulnerable children from the school roll. The article states that children with SEN are being denied the educational opportunities others take for granted, due to a broken SEN system because of a lack of funding. Children with SEN made up 46.7% of permanent exclusions from 2016-2017. Parents who took part in a survey also noticed an increase in unlawful exclusions, with 56% believing that their child had been sent home early, asked to work on a reduced timetable or banned from schools trips without and official letter. A survey of 900 parents and carers of children with autism found that 30% have been forced to give up their job as a result of their children’s diagnoses/in order to home school them. Overall this was a very eye catching article and contains some very alarming figures and information. 
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