
Image 2. The Taming the Tarasque, from “Hours of Henry VIII,” France, Tours, ca. 1500. 
Taken from the Symbols of Prejudice Hidden in Medieval Art.
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This is an image of King Henry VI of England, slaying an antelope (yes an antelope). Traditionally it is a dragon-like one that is also half fish. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]First look at the monster, think about how we could describe this one? (spotted, frilled ruffs, scaled, razor sharp teeth (it was thought that antelope did have such teeth) and clawed toes– and is eating someone (a very fashionable chap by his tights – see similarity with the king). Everything suggests it should be aggressive, but look carefully, note position (both of manner and in placement of the picture submissive, seated, smaller, partially hidden, in a cave– in itself a mysterious place). Plus we have a fair damsel, she is St Martha– who is leading the ‘monstre’ with a narrow leash, this is in fact her girdle and by doing so tames the beast into subservience. Think about what this is telling us, what is the symbolism here? Think about messages being sent, power, kingliness, slaying beasts (a very traditional thing to do – can you think of others?). And, what about her, what is her role, adoring the king and we should do the same? Is she more divine and therefore helping him become a good king (the power of God is with the king?). Such images have ambiguities in them, they were made to convey messages, obey or else – could this be a message here? Or, love and be rewarded? When thinking about this as a part of domestication process, tethering, and other forms of control, is a dominant theme in such depictions along with harnesses, bits, bridles etc. Such material culture enforces our dominance over other creatures, creates ‘rights’ over them.
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