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The importance of Respecting the voice of a child and their rights and their families with additional learning needs 
This briefing paper includes practitioners with same information considered useful when working with children that have additional learning needs and their families. It helps us interoperate and explore relevant legislation and links with the articles that the UNCRC have put in place.
The United Nations convention on the rights of the child is what you call a legally binding international agreement setting out the civil, political, economic, social and culture rights of a child. This is regardless to their religion, race, or abilities (UN Convention On the Rights of The Child | Save the Children UK, n.d.). It began in 1989 and the aim was to insure children have their rights, regardless to their race, religion, sex, or abilities. The UNCRC includes 54 individual articles. The UNCRC is built with 4 principles which are Non-discrimination, Best's interest of the child, Survival and development and lastly respect the views of each child. From these guiding principles the articles from around the 3 Ps which are the 3 different rights, Protection, Participation, Provision. (UNCRC! What is it? Why is it so important? n.d.).
Wales as the first country in the UK to designate a children's commissioner in 2001.
Article 3 all decisions made should be in the best interests of the child
This article is one of the most important articles in the UNCRC. It is important that the interest of a child and young people should be thought about and have a say about all levels of society, their thoughts should be respected by the people in power. This article makes an underpinning role in all the other articles. The principle of this article so important that all adults must make appropriate decisions based on the best outcomes for child and just overall what is best for them in day-to-day life. “This particularly applies to budgetary authorities, policy makers and legislations.” (The UK's compliance with the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child - Human Rights Joint Committee, 2015)
When working within settings, this article makes referrals wherever the concern is, that can either be educationally, developmentally, safeguarding and sometimes within their household. There is a programme which is part of the Welsh Government (TAF) team around the family programme which was the Welsh governments first. The aim of this is to play a role in giving children, young people and families equally start in life. The TAF is an early intervention and prevention service that helps to work with families to help them identify what they are capable of and what they need help with. They will then support them by giving and helping them achieve their induvial goals, by doing this they will offer them advice, guidance, and support. (Team Around the Family, n.d.)
In 2007 Welsh Government launched a Flagship flying start programme, this provides health services, early language support, childcare, support for parents. (Senedd Research, Thomas, 2018)
In 2022 the curriculum for Wales is changing and it is being developed with the UNCRC. Article 3 features an influence for the teaching about the rights of a child. Particularly, it is in citizenship, respecting the rights and needs of others and being able to encourage positive relationships. This is based on mutual trust and respect in the development of healthy and confident members of the community (Policy Positions - Children’s Commissioner for Wales, 2019).
Article 13 for a child to have freedom of Expression

Every child should have the right to freedom of expression. There are two parts to this article which means the first part upholds children's rights to seek, receive and impact information and ideas they have. The second part is limited restrictions that can be placed on the right. Article 13 is a part of a group called CRC which is committee on the rights of the child which set out civil and political rights for a child. (Article 13: Freedom of expression, 2018)
Every child should be able to express themselves in diverse ways. This includes:
· Talking aloud. 
· Being able to post things on the internet.
· Writing things for books etc.
The UNCRC make sure each child and young person gets to express themselves, weather that is their religion or culture. They also make sure that children and young children with disabilities should be able to express themselves also. By doing this the UNCRC make it easy for children with learning difficulties, so they never feel uninvolved.
Within the setting we need to ensure that all children are treating equally and that every child gets to express their self's so they can learn to identify and express feelings in a positive way, this will help them develop the skills they will need to be able to manage them effectively.
(Help young children identify and express emotions, n.d.) suggests that by naming feelings it helps the young child to develop an emotional vocabulary so they can be able to talk about their feelings and understand how others are feeling.
Article 28 every child has a right to education 

Article 28 focus on the right to an education and the quality of education. This article suggests that “State parties recognise the right of children to education” and “should take all appropriate measures to ensure that school discipline is administer in a manner consistent with the child's human dignity.” (The Right to Education - UNICEF UK, n.d.)
The UNCRC says that children and young people have a right to all access to education regardless of their race, gender, or disability. (Article 28 - I have the right to an education - The Children and Young People's Commissioner Scotland, n.d.)
The Welsh government are currently in the processes of improving legislations to protect children and young people and their rights within education. The law protects children up to the age 18. After lots of research and answers, its proposed that a new additional learning needs law will protect children up to the age of 25. This will show a massive improvement on the protection of the quality of care from school to further education, this will help ensure that the child gets the same support in further education (Welsh Government, 2016)
Furthermore, Maria Montessori exaggerates on self-directed and hands on learning. She believes that each child has individuality and for them to have their own independence in their education. She also says that children are inherently and curious and this in when they are rearing to learn. She views this process which should appear in “Harmony” with individual developmental speed (Montessori Method (Montessori) - Learning Theories, n.d.)
Article 29 desire of education in the best interests of a child 

This article sets out that the minimum offer of education should be planned to provide children with long term life skills, this will help them strengthen their capacity to be able to enjoy the full range of human rights. (4 UN Committee on the Rights of the Child (2001) General Comment No. 1 – Article 29(1): The Aims of Education, 2001) 
On page profiles that Estyn suggests is one of the important things, they stated “are a highly effective graduated response that promotes inclusion successfully” (A highly effective graduated response that promotes inclusion successfully | Estyn, n.d.). The procedure allows the voice of the child and their families to be heard and informing good practice within the early years setting.
NSPCC say that providing young children with appropriate access to relevant services, helping them to new opportunities so they can make progress and develop. They become familiar with what each child and their families are different, and their needs should be addressed promptly. Wherever the support is needed in communication, relevant methods of communication should be used which is British Sign language, Makaton or (PECS) which is Picture Exchange communication (NSPCC Learning, 2019).


“It shouldn’t matter how slowly a child learns, as long as we are encouraging them not to stop.” 
                                                                       (Robert john Meehan quotes - Bing, n.d.)
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